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To jel'. affimirs inithe plain whuite light of truth should

I , tlif. ilîsi ru<of i r honest nîind. Shall we depend

mi stat ist îcs ? Vis. and no. Carefully prepar"d and

NNvIi au thlen tic7tei stat istics afford the oniv practicable

iet bo<l of registering jîrogress or retrogression, as the

(111 las 'îiiV he, Su tlîat thîepulicîlie mdinîay rea<ily appre-

lien11 it. Andlve t statist les reveal onlv a part of the

t ruitI, andl rot ai wavs tlo mnost importanit part.

Wlîiiî do statistius 7V4rtgd to educational pro-

resin Nesw Brunswick si ne the last meeting of the

I'iox inuîi;l Inrstitute. Aei-st, in regar<l to expansion,

A compaiirison of thîe fgure-s for I S9~3 and 18$9-7 (those

fo r I ý9G are 71<t vet-tivai lalile) ives the foilowing

I 1ç7iiL-'< ini th li ibvr 4of te7îilIi'75employe<i . 97

I ia n i thle ijuniler of scîlisls ini opetatioli, 81

I ucrease in îto taI l u lier of pupils ini attenîlance, 2,364

E1rs<l intarotlier forrn the total number of days'

ttîundarîce of al pupils bas increased ten per cent; the

ax erilge attel1(l7nce for the whole terni bas increased

thîree and a lî 7 îif per cent; the number of pupils in at-

tendlance four per cent; the numiber of teachers and

scloilis fixe lier cent.

Second, in regardl to the cas-s of teachers employed.

Thîe nuinbler of irst class teachers employed increased,

duringth two vas n rlten per cent - the num-

lber f second class teachers by o'<er five per cent; the

ritiniiier of third i lass teacliers liv onlv tlîree andI three-

îuarters petr cent ;the nuier of uintrained tuachers

evuîlîîuî ecreî.e(llWsixt V per cent.

Thlird, in rega,;rd to the increa-s of pupils in the higher

grales slowiiga longer period of school life for an in-

rei7gn inls I n I S93 there were only 724 pupils

aliiîve Grade N II: in 18'9) tlhe numnber wvas 1060, an

iiîcrease <of fortvs' ix îper cent.

Fourtlî. in regl to school liliraries. During the

t'.'. iVears over :3,000 volumes lhav.e been added to the

111 ru ries at a cost of aboîut$10.

1Timiglit continue these comparisons, but 1 do not

xi ish to weary vou withi dry statistics. The only impor-

tanit puint in w hichi the figures do riot indicate progrress

is inl the average salarv of the teacher. While this faut

is gruvatly tiilie dupiored, it oughit not to bie forgotten

tliat the rapid extension of the work into the poorer

dist ricts, xvlere tlhe people are able to pay only the most

Iegesalaries, tends constant iv to lower the general

ax erage.
letlur lere lias been anv nîarked ad cancueent

ini the ethicieîîcy of thie school.s is a question not easy of

duterîîiirat ion. Thle inspectors are in the liest position

11 fîirnu souli(l u(lgments in regard to this vital miatter,

and thjeir reports are, on tlhe whole, assuring. The re-

sui1ts, ex un of the lîest teacliing, like " bread cast uponi

thle v tr, are often seen oinlv " after mianx' days."

T'' < ears constitute too short a'period to, enable even

thie acuitest obiserxver to mark mucli progress in this re-

spect lîbut g'o(i( teaching w ill alwxays produce good re-

suits, wý hicli xvll be manifie sociner or later.


