
Arabie fluently. The night was bright starliýht, but "as
the Island was ver.X rugged. rocky, and precipitous, we took
lanterns with us, and asSnded the hillside, leaving two bltxe-
jackets to look after the boat. We had no arms. There was
offly about four feet of water in depth betwéen the Island
and the mainlandý and the crossing was easily fordable.

On reaching the summit of the isladd, we found an old.
deserted(Saracen) fort. Abnut this time we heard horns blow-
ini à1l about the Arab vilLLge on the mainland, and
concluded it must be a 'Ifeast day" atnongst the natives.
We were soon to, be undeceived however, and to know
thé -real. meaning of thé hom-blowing was the calling
of the 'rri&e togetheir. We preinred to take the Star Ob-
servatiSs, and as our;particular star would not pass itsq tid 'untff

éÏn 1 abouthalf-past ten, our interpreter «'Paolo'
brought, a tea kettle with water, coffee and other

ingredients, had lighted a fire against the wall of the old
1ott to boil the kettle, and vre lay down on a little knoll
close by to smoke and chat, until such time as the time for
our observations would come on. Wè had not been there
more than thirty or forty minutes, when all at once, witl;-
ont the leut intimation by noise.or otherwise, vm beard
surrounding, us on all; sides ià the dark, the jabbering of'
natives,: and the click, click, click-, -of, muskets; at the sam
time, Paolo, the interpréter, who wa» boiling thekettle,
shouted at:the top of his voice au unearthly howl in Ambice
gesticulated wildly to the crowd, and roared to us -in english
*r Wd up ~ h«ib and skow. l"i we %WPle, f4nafflèd.
Ilds of coum wasquickly done, when the ragged, jabper-
îýi wild tqob of natives, about one hundred and fifty in ailz

ýtr=bli»g and eÀ#-ited, closèd cautiougly in cm us, covericg
eîýwôf; our party with dozens of muskets, as they apprSch-
ýé& Hiým ivas .i bewildering predicament , 'for tis, and
-4tbb«94: ý we 1W net tim to: thiulr of-what Might, ha
:Owýlédinge cm -beaer be imagined than desmibed.


