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the editor makes the following statenient: The best soluition, of the difflculty

woul probably be to lease the roaci to private capital on a percetitage basis, xvîth

a guarantee as to the maintenance in good order of equipmlent, road bed, etc.

Failing satisfactory arrangement of this kind, the road shou-ld be put uinder con-

trol'of a competent and independent commission, if such an one could be obtained.

The trouble is that as things are being rtn now it would be almost im-possible to

obtain snch a commission. We mnight get honest commissioners, but would they

know how to handie the railroad if they were not practical railway mcin. Oit

the other hand, if thcy urcrc practical raik..'ay incii, whlat assurance is thcrc that

thcy would izot bc bownd to the party -whccls, anid thuis coilsciously or 11ncon-

sciously in things, iniuch in fact as thcy arc nzozu bczng, run, 'with ait cyc ilore or

less lipoit the polit ics of thc day? Recent (lisclostires of graft and dishionesty ini

high places certaiflly (Io not hold ont muich hope of relief, throughi Governniient

by commission, becatise of the not altogether unwarrante(l assumlption that the

commission might be influenced politically." 'The reflection here made on the

sheep is not sufficient to cast a clark shadow over tlie whole flock. Thiere are men

with low standards in other professions, but the îiumber is so small that no mani

would be warranted in casting such a reflection on the profession as a whole, as

the oie referred te. In referring to atlîcr professions thc asstomption is madle

thiat engineering is also a profession. While this is not strictly true, it is neyerl-

theless customary to refer to engineers as professional men. This custorn canl do

nîo harni, but on the other hancl it sliould encourage ns to s0 mnaintain our relations

with the public that the reference will be mceritecl. The relation betwecn the

clergymian andl bis parishioxier, thc physiciani and lus patient, tlie lawyer an(l his

client, are regardc(l by law as sacred and inviolable. If engineering is to menit

the statuls of a profession , those mcei wlio profess to be cîlgineers must assume

the saine obligations witlî respect to their clients. Thie public regards engineer-

ing iii its various branches as a special subjcct, not easily witlii the grasp of Uie

ýtlivman. It tiierefore places itself iii trust ini the liands of the enigixcer in the

saine, way as the patient places himisclf in the lianics of the cloctor. He is tlîus

placecl under thîe utinost nmoral obligation to respect tliat trust. le follows that if

a mari professes to be an engineer, lie iiust necessarily profess at tlie samne timie

te mairntaili a lîîgh ethiical standard iii his relations witlî tlîe public. It is becauise

meni think tlîey can profess thîe former without thîe latter, that we have such public

reflections as tlic one referred to.

Tlîe moral duities of the enigitîcer are threefolcl: First, his dluty to lus client;

second, his dltt te the pîublic ; and third, lus duty to thîe profession.

His Duty te His Client.-Thi5, of course, is the most imuportanit obligation

to be considcrcd, aîi( tlîe onîe whîiclî mutst have preferetîce te aIl otliers if there is

a confliet. It is hardly necessary te say that tlîe clienit is entitle(l te thie very best

tlîoughit and service of whiclî thîe exîgineer is capable. The essential principles

involvel iii thîe relationis l)etween tlîe two are tlie sainie as tliose existiig in tlue

01(1er professionîs, althougli tliere are mnîy circunistaxices whîîcl cail for tîxe cm-

ploynîent of special iîîeans te properly niaixitain tiiese priîîciples. It is well kîîown,

for instance, thiat nîany ,engiiueers hiave affiliations witlî engineerinîg or mnantufac-


