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man can't fill a position in an office or a shop, if he can't sel1 matches or shoe-

strings on the street, you can miake a journalist out of Iimii. Tlhen he can Write

intclligeiitly on any and every subjcct uinder the suni. 1 know what .1 amn talk-

ing about, for I arn a journalist rniyself."

In short, there are three necessary qualifications: Firstly, knowledge, gen-

er-al and specialize(l, abilîty to "write on any and every subject under the sunl."

sccondly , news sense, whîch inclu(Ies the ability to get the news as well as to

know it. Thirdly, ability to write quiclv, conciscly, ani in alm-ost any circumii-

stances. Newspaper sty le is often sneered at, and no one knows its shortcorn-

ings better flian the inan who writes it. 1mlt lie cannot hielp hirnself. I-is re-

ports are not written in a quiet, coinfortable library \Vitli books of reference

ab)out and hiours of trne aliead. I-is wrork is done too often iii a crowcled

court roomi or public hall, on a swaying express train or in a noisy telegrapli

office whierc the operator snatches ecd sheet from- beneath bis hand before the

last word is comiplete(l. At best it is donc in the local newspaper room, where

the rel)orter's meditations are interrupted by the rattle of typewriters, the hum

of the linotypes, the roar of the giant presses, the dreary groan of the stereo-

tvl)er's saw, or tic city eclitor's impatient admonitioni to, "hurry up that story,

as tie compositors are short of copy." There is no tinie there to pause for

precision or force, no chance to round out the paragraph or verify the quota-

tion. Tic reporter gets the habit of writing under pressure and on occasions

Mienî more tullie and better opportunities offer, lie is unable to take advantage

of tliem. It is a pity tiat tic very agency wiich bas set itself the task of

inaiiîtaining the best LI}ritishi traditions siould allow itself thirotigh haste and

slovenliness to iar the beauity of tic Englisih tongue. Iluit with the n'-eccssity

of keeping pace with the rushi of eveuts i miodern times ever before it, it is

(lifficuit to sc hiow it can (Io other than it (loes.

There is an almnost irresistible facination about newspaper work. It appeals

to tie adventurous spirit in a man. The excitement, the constant variety, the

daily struggle for a comiplete produet cast their subtie influence over one. The

liewspaper nman bias opportilaities better than illost of seeing humnan nature in

ail its phases; be cornes into contact with so rnany different types of life, and

scs and speaks with s0 rnany different people. I'eople are always interesting,

Mien they are thernseivcs, and the reporter, dealing witli thenm, as a mile, when

soniething uinusuial affects thern, catches thern off their guard and sees beneath

the conventional vencer. Ail sorts and conditions of men are bis legitiniate

Prey. Hie will interview any body front prirnle-inifliiters and chief justices to

\viarf rats and sneak thieves. The variety of work is almost infinite, things

seldorn have to be done twice. journalisrn too, is a fighiting profession, and1

fllost rnen, whether they will admit it or not, dearly love a fighit. NewsPapers

iiuist take si(les on imp)ortant questions. It is expected of themn, and as leaders

of public opinion, they cau do no less. Thcy inay be independeut. They mnust

lie illdcI)ndclil, if they are to speak disinterestedly and with real power. But


