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Editorial

STARTING AFRES11

There appcars on ailother page an
article fron tlic pen of the gIifted Cihes-
terton, whieb, whcther it be sound or
liusound in its teaching, contains a
iioral for teaclwrs. It may well lie
that ''a truth dimly feit bv the poor hias
been densely hidden from the superior.''
Or as a greater than Chesterton lias
said, "'Thou hast hid these things fromn
the wise and prudent and hast revealed
thieni unto babes.'' Carried over into
the field of education it ineans that the
commion wayf aring mnan with his, alinost
inltuitive seuse of values, may see more
cleariy the needs of the young and est-
iUriate more trutly the work donc lun the
8chools, than hie who sits iu the master's
chair, or lic who operates the lever
Whjch sets iu motion flic educational
Ilachinery of the state. It may indeed,
bc that mrhat is required in these <Iays
'Of change is îlot a graduai evolutioim, but
8Oinetbing akin to revolutiomi. It niay
hc that indolent caution is not an evid-
ellce of wisdoii, that thoughtless con-
servatisin is flot aitogetlher a virtue,
an1d that the greatest friend of human-
ity is flot hie ''who hangs to the tail of
Progress and lioliers 'whoa !'

The most important thing of ail in
Sehool1 education is that teachers have
a% right objective. In one way the
mnost flecessary aid for a teacher is a
ciearîY defincd course of study. In
anlother wvay tliis course of study may
be the one great obstacle to true pro-
gress5 The teachier who thinks only in
termn5S of reading, arithmetic, grammar,

fl'd the like, is hopcless]y wrong and hie

eat nleyer be. right. Nor wi]l it mend
niatters much if sonne subjects are omit-
te(l and others put iu their place, nor if
the subjects are tauglit in a, bottcr way,
and by more cariuest pecople. Nicode-
us was lcarned emiionigi anid eariicst

enough but hie needed to be boriu again.
So with many of the teching body.
Everi teachers ln lsraci-teachers of
teachers and leaders of teachers-may
need regeneration. And such regener-
ation collsists in nothing icss than lu
turning away fromn the curriculum to
the child. \Terily hoc is no truc teacher
at ail but oiy a bliundering pedant,
who thinks iicrely iii ternis of subjeets.
"The beginning, ceutre and end of ail

instruction is the welfare of the little
chiid. Any study is valuabie only as
ut ministers to bis developînent, oniy as
it eiiriches bis experienees, or adds to
biis life-poweýr.ý'

A real teacher is alhvays conscions of
tw() tbings-the unfolding life in his
little sehool, and the life inîto whicb
the pupils are to enter when their
school days are completed. And this
is truc of teachers in every Grade of
sebool. The true teacher distinguishes
mneans and ends. The proper ends are
buman betterment, social efficiency; the
ineans are work, play, study, in the
spirit of friendsbip and devotion.

A group of littie ehiîdren in a sehool,
wvhat do they chiefly require for their
life-development? Pages of speliing,
colinnns of figures, exercises in sitting
and standing aceording to order? 0f
necessity there must of course be some-
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