“our of hiy decline.
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?000(]_ If he did create_an ewpire, it was merely as a means
unwii'ds the end of ceasing the course of a foe Whl'(}h he was
ce'& e to conquer, and not as the vast and skilfully con-
ed termination of a splendid and world-embracing
esign,
If it be true that Beust was driven by his sovereign from
s;‘gl}c life, then men are not deceived when they expect that
18 life was in the hour of his glory so also must it be in the
¥ag b In th.e season of his greatest success he
of ag ut th.e_ servapt of a smgle will, t}.le serv1'le instrument
(0 th ambitious king. To effect the king’s desire, to hearken
*‘evepe shghtgst whisper which dropt from above, to turn
chan ently his gaze upon the upper powers, to watch with
) egmg colour the splendour and magnificence glow and
X n"‘)lmd the t}n'one.z, to meekly bow when the royal accent
to t_}h:I'Vously upon his ear—this was the life of Beust. But
and 1, great roar of t'he w_eak masses who sobbed and sighed
we teat the unhearing air, and shook the palace where he
ing an penetrated the secret council ?hamher of the
theg .1" echoed from the golden don‘le which shone above
e’“'SJ V‘:}?l led throne, hx.s ears were torever sealed, @o the
s0il o ldch fell from 1)11'nded eyes ';md saturated again the
and ¢, et’;') y saturated w1t}} blood, 'hls eyes were forever shut,
illg Mvpd € agitating questions which came up from the toil-
foreve{%&ds on every hand, the great Minister’s tongue was
umb. He was the friend of the king, and the foe
© people, and when he had lost the favour of him to

W .
::lm he had sold his soul, why should he seek the confi-
sllbtf Of.those whom he had betrayed? He fell when the
brok ® king had used him to the full, and no bed of roses

e ;a?ls heavy descent to earth. No one comforted him when
Secret, ace door ha('i shut behind him, for its closing was as
porba.lgas ts opening had been. He went forth from its
egOId:s he had entered them—alone. Wl_xen he crossed
Vereio  threshold he was crowned arch-king over many
court, rcns, and when he passed away from the glittering
%0m he became the humblest subject’s slave.
the da,fli even in - the humiliation of his decline, and amid
et thneS:S of his closing days, .hlstory has bestow./ed on
With its ® title “.grea,t.” Nor can it .be demed'that .hls.bory,
illstance “nfa,lte.rmg measure of justice, even 1n this single
all rey a8 given a hurried judgment, Whlcl'l future ages
Single orse. E.St.ima.ted by a single dee(_i, Vlewed‘ fr'om a
Wag ingomt of vision, yes, from many points of vision, he
from theed unworthy of a title to future fame. But it is not
hat ieie single deeds, or from these single points of vlef)ré
Which, S; ‘C{r)'. considers its subject, and gives the \:ie)r éc
istor 1a Llive as long as the foundations of love and li or yé
the °0uynt(1)0ks B:t the many acts, at the 1'nyr1ad 1nﬂuenc}§3..s, a
Qentg £ 658 d‘s‘Pla)’S of genius, at the mnumgrable ac 1e\;le-
Vorg « its S,?bJect before it writes in indelible .letters r,} e
Subject, btreat or the word ¢ small.” To the passions pf the
st’“'nces’&odthe influence of the generation, to the .crxr"culn-
ory extend Decessities which ordained inconsistencies, h
A minigt:] tfl a len}erley similar to that leniency whxc.h, in ' 1
Mght ip -ation of justice, is termed mercy. An(_i history 18
U8 method. For these are but transitory effects
Sdyp, C Tesulted from causes which in no wise shall
hig weék ) nd when this leniency is extended to Beust, and-
8"ehi*“\renne‘ and less noble deeds are redeemed by his great
iy °nts, and offset by his circumstances, history will
arigy o >0 85 he way estimated by his closest contempor-
Proclaim, ® tongue of the generations shall this at least
Be“%’s N that had there been no interval of action hetween
Which h r:, e and his coffin, the most enchanting chapters
mneteentle ®en written ih the historical romance of bhf;
8ody o, " century would never have thrilled the hearts ©
e Arsenr R J. B HassaRD.
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The Appraisal of Literature.

MR. GEORGE ILES, formerly a resident of Montreal

and a sometime contributor to Tur Wruk, read a
paper before the recent meeting of the American Library
Association at Cleveland, giving such’ valuable and timely
suggestions to Librarians and Public Library Boards that we
reproduce it almost in full. A better guide to the books in
a libvary than a mere catalogue of titles and authors is

something urgently needed. Mr. Iles is a man with literary

gifts and tastes as well as a man of business; and his sug-
gestions are worthy of serious consideration.

A good many of us can well remember the typical Amer-
ican museum of twenty years ago. It contained many valn-
able specimens drawn from the realms of earth, air and
ocean ; it had received rich gifts both from science and art;
but truth to tell, the general ettect of it all was not alluring.
An atimosphere of dreariness repelled ordinary mortals ; it
was reserved for the lonely and athletic student to find any
meat and drink in the shelves and cases. To-day how great
the contrast as one enters the National Museum at Wash-
ington, the Museum of Comparative Anatomy at Cambridge,
the Museum of Natural History at New York! How has
the marvellous change from dulness to fascination come
about? Why is it that instead of perfunctory glances at
minerals and skeletons we are held by one vivid interest
after another, until we regretfully hear *“ All-out” from the
janitor at the close of the day ? Much must first be credited
to the discoveries and inventions which in the past twenty
years have so largely increased the capital of all museums.
Much also has been done by giving collections a reasoned
order ; by connecting as a series all the forms intermediate,
let us say, between copper ores and copper ingots ; in bring-
ing clearly to view such genealogical trees as those which
show the horse descended from a creature about the size of a
fox, and which bid man reluctantly acknowledge his poor re-
lations of the cavern and the glade. But an improvement
equal to any other in importance consists in labelling every
specimen fully and clearly instead of hestowing only its
name. Indeed, Prof. Goode, Director of the National Mus-
eum at Washington, goes the length of defining a museum
as a place where instructive labels are accompanied by well
selected specimens. It would seem that the curator, taught
by the inquiries of the visitors to whom he has displayed his
treasures, and desirous to win attention at every step, has
taken the printer for his partner and sought to say once for
all everything that may awaken the visitor's interest, to
answer every question he is likely to ask. It is only the
eyes already instructed that pause before a mineral ticketed
s hauxite from Georgia,” but if instead of a ticket we read a
label which tells us that bauxite is the basis of the alumin-
jum manufactured by electricity at Niagara, the specimen at
once comes home to our business and bosoms. A crystal, a
bone, a bird, & bit of ore, however remarkable it may really
be, cannot say so, for it is dumb ; we owe gratitude to the
man who enables it to tell its story, to explain whence it
came, what it is good for, what it means in the great scheme
of interpretation which the philosophers build deeper and
higher for us every day. )

While the museum has been advancing in wealth and in
methods of making that wealth available to the plain people,
the public library has borne it fraternal company in the ser-
As the museum has been enriched
by new gifts from the explorer, the discoverer, the inventor,
o has the public library received new wealth in the prov-
inces of art and science, scholarship and research, history,
poetry and romance. And better modes of classifying its
treasures, new and old, improvement in every detail of ad-
mninistration, have brought the public library to vastly ex-
tended usefulness, and notably in the co-operation more and
more intimate which has in consequence sprung up between
it and the museum. Not so many years ago teachers hhoyght
it great gain to have their books enriched by illustrations.
To day, whenever deglml?le, the teacher may pass from mere
illustration to the thing illustrated—the piece of armour, the
spray of coral, the gle{mmmg crystal, which invites examination
. the museum. It is .the keynote of the new edu_cutlon that
hy -essions should be immediate, that to rest satisfied with
;"lf:”.;{ when one should know the thing the word is about,



