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with us in excellent Englislî. There were five or six Englîsh-
s peaking persons present, and I doubt if auy one cf us coîild
h ave cenversed with hini in French with the facility with
wliich lie conversed in English. Besides bis miastery of the
two languages (and Latin as a inatter of course), the good

f ather preachîed to and conversed with the Ilsauvages " of
hi,4 mission ini their own Iroquois. The dual language, or
the multiplied language, was neo trouble te biîn.

If it is a nuisance and an expense te have documents
published in the dual language, it is no more than Great
Britain and other countries had te contend with in their
early evolution. And it is notlîing te the trouble incurred
l)y the vendors of patent inedicines ini the United States.
One often sees thiiej wrappers of directions priuted in four
languages-English, French, German and Sp'inisli-and
somietimes Italian to boot-se as te be serviceable to ail the
citizens cf the republic.

I ami pondering on tlis question, net as a, politician, but
as a student of the " hînîanities." But I de hope this niat-
ter cf dual languege will miot emerge into a bitter trial cf
strengtlî er a deterinetion to Il put doxvn " or 'l stamip eut"'
the weaker baif. "Let nature takes its course." The imii
mortel bard says: IlOne teuch of nature inakes tie whole
world kmn." What kind ef "lnature " is it, I xvonder, that
we sheuld get a touch ef te niake ail Canada kirîl Is it the
adroit, hi-lingual nature of Babbie, the Egyptien, as pour-
trayed ini "lThe Little Minister ?" (iE. ,J. LowV.

The Ilectery, Alnmonte.

011e )seit of' ti te Mulid o[* )eatitlutî

H1E pblishinseeson of 1894 broughit forth few bock.s
of greater interest than the modest volume cf IlThe

Life and Letters of Dean Cliurch." The Dean was a many-
sided mnan, a scholer, ene of the first writers cf English prose
cf the middle and latter haîf of our century, a theologian,
an able edministrater cf St. Paul's Cathedral, and withal a
man of spotless life, and almost ideal Christian cherecter, ini
which faitlî and liberality, îunîility and self-respect, gentie-
ness and stcrnness were lîarmonieusiy blent to the produc-
tien of a saint.

It is, lîowever, to enly one side of his cliarecter tlîat I
wishi to draxv attention, viz., bis remarkable power of under-
standing and sympathizing with an attitude cf mmnd towards
theolegical questions very different from his own. For the
Dean was a Higb Churclimaii, and the Higli Church mind
loves precision in dogmatic statement, and lias a natural
abhorrence and distrust of the vague. Wliat lie says of Deanî
Stanley excellently illus4trates this peint. Stanley "lseenîs
to me in the position cf a prephet and leader, full of eazer-
ness and enthusiasni and brilliant talent, ail heighitened by
success-but withîout a creed te preach.1 '

Yet that the Dean was not enly tolerent cf but actually
understood this dogmiatic vagueness, so inuch se as te compel
us te suppose thet a straimi cf the latitudiniarian sentiment
was iutermingled with the preponderationg syînpatby for the
dogîuatic, the following quetatiomîs will abundently show.
H1e bcd scant sympathy for the fameus "Essays and Reviews,"
l)ut in writing te Dr. Meberley in regard te wha, hie bad
urged against thenI the Dean remarks: " The upshot, as far
as I kuow my own opinion, is' that 1 should like te have
many tlîiugs in your preface published :-Your general criti-
ciam on their design and way cf putting eut dilliculties
(though, perhaps, I sheuld feel obliged te be more merciful
in My own speech about them, and the amouni Of religions
jeelinq mhich, in spite oJ'all, I believe mcst J tlîeîx have at
bcttorn), etc." On the saine subject, writing te Asa Gray, lie
says, "lIt seenis to me, with many good and truc things ini
it, te ho a reckless book; and several cf the writers have not
get their thoughts inte suoh order and ceiisistency as te war-
rant their coming before the wvor]d with such revolutionaîy
views. But there lias been a great (ele of unwise panic,
and unjust and liasty abuse ; and people who have net an
inkling cf thé difficulties which beset the questions are for
settliug them in a summary way, which is perilcus for every-
eue. "

Iu those days the nunîber of theolegians who were pre-
pared to weigh the evidence for the doctrine of evolution
before assailing it was extremely limited,but the Dean writes
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to bis friend tîtat Ilthe more 1 think of it the more I feel
persuaded cf the ' shortness of thouglit,' whicli would injake
out what is in itself a purely physical hypothesis on the miode
of creation or origination, to be incompatible with maral anid
religious ideas of an entirely ditlèrent order."

Thiere is in a letter to Rev. Philip MUules, written ýso lt
as 1879, a remarkable passage of wvhiclî I wish space per-
mitted the entire quotation. nThe limited and conditiolll
truth of ail doctrines of the atonemient is expressed with re-
înarkable freedom when, in regard to oui' Lord's suffèriflg5, it
is said: 1I see the sufferin- I arn told, on is authOritY
what it means and involves. I can, if I. like, and has ofteii
beeîî done, go on and make a theory hoir He bore our sjfl5,
and hov He gained thieir forgiveness, and how H1e took awaY
the sins of the wvorld. But 1 own that the longer 1 live the
more mv nîind recoils froni such efforts. J t seems to mie s0
idie, so, in thîe very nature of our condition, hopeless, juSt ini
proportion as olle seemis to grasp more really the true naturie
of ail that went on beyond the visible sight of the Crsail
that was ini Hiim xvho wvas God and man, whose capaftie-
and inner life lîunan experience cannot reach or refleCt. '

His solution of the problem of pain and sin is far more inl a
line with that of the Broad than the lligh Churciaîll
"The facts which xvitness to, the goodness and love of God

are clear and undeniable - tlîey are not got rid of by th'
presence and certainty cf otiier facts, which secîn of an OPPO-
site kind ; only the cc-existence of the txvo contraries is per
p]exing. And tîten tomes the question whicbi slia 1 bave the
decisive gox erning influence on xvills and lives You mlu't
by the niecessity of your existence, trust one set of appear-
arîces ;whicli will you trust ? Our Lord came anionCg U"
not to due up the perplexity, but to show us wliich Side te
take."

At the present day there is a good deal of randomn talk-
ing and writing about German theology, upon which whole-
sale condemnnations are passed on the third or fourth rat,
authority of ecclesiastical newspapers. This of course does
flot hurt the Gernians, but it assuredly involves a 1o3S te
many rninds, and especially young minds, thereby prejudiced
against xvorks cf surpassing wealth not înere]y of schiolarslîîP
but cf lofty and noble ideas. Tt is too commnonly. suppûsed
that Gerînian theology rurîs alI to criticisin. There caii
scarcely be a greater mnistake. Criticisin is simlply the fur-
nace wherein the Gernian smelts the rich oie with whili the
literature, history and traidition of antiquity supplies him.-

1 suppose tlîat Germani theology wvas the object of eel
greater suspicioni and dislike ini 1857 than it is to-day, but
Dean Church shows a reinarkable insight jute the mental
constitution of the Germans in a letter which I trust tbe
editor will permit nme te give alniost ini full. IlJ1 have JiI5t

been reading a book whicli I advise you to look into if it faîls
in your way :tbe memioirs and letters of a certain Frederie
Perthes, a Gernian bookseller, wbich 1 have been much struck
xvith. ... The curieus tlîing is, how he is an instance
showing how those Germians contrive te evince deep religiois
earnestness-and what certainly lias all the look of N'eWV

Testament religion -without church or any flxed creed, and
witlî a mnost unrestrained intercourse with, men of the noSt
cla.shing opinions, Roman Catholics, rationalists, scePtidsan
everything. ... And the book lets one into the rel
feelings and workings of ail tiiose wild Gerînan thinkers,
wlîose proceedings startle and astonish us se mucli. It presents
te us tlîeir demestic and undress side, and certainlY, te Uiy
nîind, abates the strong dislike and condemnatien which w
have been taught is the right thing to feel towards thel.
don't mean that it reconciles mie to their way of going on
but it dees miake eue feel lîow very much without real kfcw'
ledge lias been a great deal of the bread abuse of Gerniafisff
that goes on; and hew muchi real goodness, and often 5 troîîg
religious feeling there bas been in quarters aniong thlemu
where it has been a prior assumed te be inconmpatible Wîth

their speculative opinions. It is a book which seei,8 te
have mnade me in a sort cf way, persoîîaîîy acquainted With'
a set cf people who have been soundly abused withOut OUr
knowing much about themn; and te have shown that what-
ever there was unsatisfactory among them, it was certil
accuînpanied with a real height and noblcness anid goodness?
for which we hiave given them sparing credit."
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