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natein O or Colones Denisntiiers re, core a, int ts parfc''uala , buakd oat witheme tat ltincl w a noeein t i rcesnta
ed iessa M r. C h eranos elivl eetine lause r e tolEngland

ýWe1 as those given in Toronto anti Washington. The people of the
111tdStates will always be our next door neighibours, wlîatever rnay be01rfuture relations to the great Emîpire of wlic'h we formn a part. They

Ir f tic sanie blood and very uiuch of th(e sainue traits as ourselves, and
thr is no reason wliy our international relations slîould not always beee"vIded l)y kindly regard aînd nutual estem.

W}IILE tic entliusiasrn of the speakers at the Federation League mneet-
Wea8 ail that could be desired, the speeches wtre still characterized l'yt tabsence of practical features wbich lias been s0 far the conispicuous

wIke8s of tic movement. It is, of course, evident, aî Mr. McCarthy
oh8

6 ved, that it is not, for a Colonîial Branch of tis Luague to formulate
thexc tt ri ofab ssf rt efd rto of t e tliz . A th sin

tiei is suggestive of tlic difficulties witlî whiclî the question is beset
t10 Suci basis, even of tic most general kind, lias yet i>een forrnulated

P-gaditeif. Some of tic speakers asserted that commercial discrimii-
ine favour of tlîe Coloniies wab not indispensable to tic success of

'lovernent If tus can be sliown, the prospects of thecfinal consuîîî-tOnof tic federation will be vastly improved. The commercial arrange-
rQltseerns hitherto to have been regarded as the turning point and crucial

test Of the sciemne. It lias ioomcd up in tic distance as tic rock on which,
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it uîi-gt be doonied to founder. In England there seems to be almost a
complete solidarity of sentiment against any change that would involve a

R.return to taxation, however slight, of food products. And yet it could
)Io fot escape olbservation that the thoughts of the speakers on the commercial
ai resolution at the Toronto meeting seenied to revolve around this idea, oftgdiscrimination, or rather to recur to it as a point of special attractiveness.
le On tlie wliole, however, the managers of the TUoronto Brandi of the League

miay congratulate themselves on having giveni by their meeting a distincto- . 1
J&impulse to the movemient.

THE debate on the Reciprocity resolution stili drags its slow Iength
along, and judging fromi the large number of members on both sides who
stili wish to give their views, is îïot likely to be concluded before the

E Easter recess. Thougli the question is of great importance it is one of~'those upon which the pros and colis are soon exhausted. After the first two
Sor three speakers on eacli side had addressed thec flouse there was really

littie tlîat was new left for any other debater to say. Subsequent speakers
were of necessity compelled either to exercise their ingenuity in repro-

6 ducing the substance of previous speeches in new forin, or to turn aside
7 to matters more or less irrelevant. 'Phe inconsistency of the present7
7 opinions of the leadin g men on both sides with positions taken on former

7occasions lias been mucll dwelt upon, ani it would be hard to say which8 8party lias been most successf ul in u nearthing the cnubarrassing speeches of
9 opponents. It nmust be somcwhat discouraging to the supporters of the

1resolution to know while speakiîîg that they are foredoomfed to defeat,
1 however they may console tijeinselves with the reflection that such lias

heen the fate of aIl great reforais in their earlier stages. On the whole
ithe speaking lias thus far been above the average, and there have as yet

been, happily, fow of those violations of tlic amenities of debate which
too oftert mar the best efforts of parlianîentary orators.

TuiE Manitoba Railway Question is stili sui) judice, or, if a basis of
agreement lias been reaclied by tlie uegotiating parties, it lias, fot, at the
date of this writing, been given to tlic public. Considerable excitement
was caused last week by the somewhiat unceremonious departure of Messrs.
Greenway and Martin, the Manitoba Ministers, fromi Ottawa. They coin-
piained, it is. said, and not apparently without some reason, of the long
delay to which tliey were required to suimit, without explanation or defi-
nîte promise, at a very incouivenient tini(, the Manitoba Legislature being
in session, and of the scant courtesy witlî which tlîey were being treated,
after liaving corne so far at the request of the First Minister. Since their
departure, however, Sir John and bis colleagues seemn to have heen giving
earnest attention to the question. An understanding hias, it is believed,
been corne to with the managers of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company.
Messrs. Greenway and Martin have, at Sir John A. Macdonald's request,
returned to Ottawa. Rurnour lias it that a vory comprehlensive and costiy
schcme is being elaborated for the removal of the hateful monopoly, and
the satisfaction of ail the conflicting interests involved in the dispute.

THE Session of the Ontario Legislative Assembly, which came to an
end last week, was perhaps not iess fruitful of useful local legislation than
the average, thougli there was unucb waste of time during the first few
weeks. Thle chief political interest of the Session centred, of course, in
the debate on the Quebec Resolutions. Wlîat practical result will foiiow the
adoption of those resolutions remains to be sen. The adoption of man-
hood suffrage was so slight an advance on previous legisiation that its
effect upon the politicai comîplexion of the next house cannot bu great. I1f
it were otherwisc the Goveriniient would have been bound by precedent,
botli Britisli and Canadian, to dissolv(e the flouse and appeai to the new
constituencies. Even as it is it miglît be coritended with a good deal of
force that this course shouki have beenl adopted, since after the first of
January next, when tic new Act corn es into operation, there will be a con-
siderable nîîmber of electors who liadi o voice in the selection of the
present representatives. Were the parties in tie flouse more evenly
divided, so as to afford the Opposition soine reasonabie hope of success in
a new contest, this view of tie case wrould, no doubt, have been more
urGently pressed. As inatters now stand, neither party having mucli to
gain by a new election, it is not likely that the course of the Governrnent
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