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a time wvben every pulse of hope beat high xithin us as we robed ourselves

witb exquisite care to attend each little party, baIl or fête. We positively

îbrilled at thougbt of the possibility for conquest whicb lay in the yet undis-

covered future. We entered the room. Dimmed but sligbtly by the solitaire

eye-glass neither convex nor concave but possessing only the plain transparent

qualities of common window glass, our eye roamed witli delight over tbe gentle

faces and sylph-like forms tbat met our !ane fully earnest glances. We singled

out our prey. Then began the glorious excitement of the cbase ; shy glances

more sbyly responded to, till we became gradually elevated in our own estima-

tion by the certainty that we actually wzeere noticed. Then followed a series of

exciting manoeuvres for an introduction without looking too particular. Oh!

bow we mildly hated tbat "lbeast of a fellow" wbo would dance with bher.

She was evidently disgusted witli him-. What an ass bie was not to see that slie

was only doing the polite to bim ? Why does hie stick to bier so ?

At lengtb we are introduced. We are happy. Tbe serious business of

flirtation is faîrly under weîgb. The battery of sighs, glances, chaif, weak wit

and giggle is in full blast ; and if we suifer, at least the enemy suifers with us.

We keep it up ahl evening. We monopolise bier. We are devoted 'to eacb

other. Eacb is sure an impression bas been made. And next morning, bead-

achy, weary and sad, he says, IlWell, sbe was a niee little tbing, but I ain't to

be caugbt so easily "; wbile she confides to lier bair-brush, cosmeties and cheval

mirror that "ltbat eoneeited ass, sbe is sure, fancies lie bias made an impression,

and oh 1 wasn't il fun to see hlm look so devoted? "

And so eaeh is happy. Eaeb is joyous with the afîer-taste of flirtation.

For self-conceit is gratified-that forbidden fruit of tbe Garden of Eden wbich

is pleasant to all the intellectual senses and a tbing 10 be desired to make one

wise to take care of self by biurting and fooling others bias been freely partaken

of£ Appelite returfis. Constant novelty is craved. New sbam conquests are

aebieved. Love-sbams become an art ; love itself, no longer a reality, turns

wbolly into self-love disguised in ostensible love of another. That is flirtation ;

and Canada is not free from. it. Oh !Canadian youtbs and maidens, it may

be a delicious pastime, but it always burts somebody-if not the other one,

then yourself. For 10 be and act a sham in any relation of life is neither

manly, womanly, nor God-like.
There is an even more melanclioly aspect of this flirting tendency. It is

apt not to confine itself to the converse of tlîe sexes. Lt both springs front and

enters into bollowness and deeeptiveness wbiebi are seen in aIl departments of

work in the world. Men wbo flirt to gratify self-love carry that desire of per-

sonal app)robation, success, fame, wealth or the appearance of it into otber

things tilI it destroys aIl reality of character. 'lhle world tben, in truith, becomies

merely "la stage, and al] tbe men and women players."l Even if the part be

well acted, it is only acting after aIl. 1 s it always to be thus ? Is flirtation to

last fromt seventeen to seventy ? Are we 10 look smart, clever and in earnest

and not be il? Are we 10 adopt chique (some 51)ell it cheek) as our hope of

success in the professions-the appearance and not the reality of earnest study

and solid ability ? Are wve to flirt continually in politics, seeming to woo cadli

new craze that arises iii the popular mmnd, as tbouglh we loved it devotedly

wben we are only loving ourselves ? Are we to woo " N. P.'s " wlben we know

11111 well il is only self with us, and self with the people, and a feeble flirtation

at best ? Are we 10 flirt with truth, even in the pulpit, wooing bier with higbi

sounding phrases of popular doctrine set in genîle terîns whichi mean nothîing

but smoothness, pleasure, sootbing, 10 the vanity of the people ?

Here in this our Dominion amid the crème de la crème of ils society, as

well as on ils lower levels, any youth wbo does not flirt, is at once set down

cîther as an utter greenborn or as Ilengaged." Any mari who does not flirt at

bis trade or profession, but seeking one sole purpose, one truc love of bis hecart

for useful work, turns flot to the right nor 10 the îeft, is esteemed as lacking in

"smartness," devoid of business ability and Il tact."

Is tbere anything so dreadful in this condemnation, either front the one sex

or the other, that a man, worthy of the naine, need fear 10 face il? Can bie not

say "ýforgive tbem for they know flot wbal they do," and work on unmoved.

May lie not be really engaged so in love with an ideal that lie cannot flirt, but

can only quole Tennyson,
IlWhencver she cornes, she will find me ready,
To do her bornage, îuy queen, my queen.'"

Full of an ideal of work 10 do, of a use 10 perform in life, hie knows lie

shail love bier who shaîl be qucen of that work, 10 bim. lie can do the work

whether aided or hindered in wedded life or alone. This love may enter mbt
life, and be knowfl there in usefulness. If bie love goodness, il will compel bim

to follow trith and not sbams. He need flot flirt wîth thie world, tbe flesb;- and

an indivîdual whom politeness forbîds me t0 name.
Be real, be pure, be true 10 your own nature. You cannot then be false

to any man, or selfish towards any womnan. But you shaîl be decidedly eceen-

trie. Alas ! that il sbould be so. Il must; till men bave given up flirtation,
and are seeking 10 be-flot seern 10 be-men. Benedict.

This is all nonsense. He neyer had a chance 10 flirt wîîh anybody îill I

took pity on him. As for bis flirtations with business, polities and literature,
I've often suspected something of the kind. Just let me catch him at il.
That's ail. Beatrce.

DINING.

How few are there who understand the art of dining, and dinner-giving ?

Lt seems that a certain stereotyped mode of serving courses is followed; fiowers

are arranged in the saine manner, wines are arbitrarily al)pointed for each plat,
and coifee ends the panorama of fleeting dishies. Why is it that a host can flot

make bis dinner peculîarly bis own and marked withi an originality and

difference in details front that of bis neighbour? As dinners are now given,

if one is partaken of, a l)erfect knowledge of the rest is acquired. It may

be said that it is flot a difficult matter to find fault withi this monotonous form,

of dining, but how is it to be clbanged? The question is pertinent and requires

consideration. Let us therefore notice in the first place, the custom of placing

cards with the naines inscribed thereon, beside the plates of the guests. This

originated with tbe Venetian Ambassador at Paris at the end of the reign of

Louis XVI., and the first literary account of it is to be found in the "Almanach

des Gourmands " for 1805. The description of tbe cards is as follows :-" The

rinme of each guest written on a card, decorated with a pretty vignette, was laid

upon bis plate, and thus determîned the order of the seats at table." Now,

what advance bias been made with regard to tbese cards ? None, whatever, as

we have to except the cards of silver, (at the dinners of those of Bonanza fame,)

on accounit of the vulgarity and needless exl)ense. There are many ways of

having these cards arranged, sucli as varying tbeir shape, colour, etc., whicli

peop)le of taste miglit easily do, instead of biaving the usual tract formn with the

name outside and the menui within. Let us next take inte consideration the

flowers ; these are tisually made up into bouquets, a large one in the centre,

others at the corners of the table, and smilax perbaps, pendant fromt ecd

light forming graceful curves ; all people appreciate flowers, and they

are in tbemselves so beautiful that a very inartistic arrangement of them is

necessary to spoil their effect; but wvby sbould they be placed in the saine

position on the table by every one ? Why not in some cases arrange them

in small bouquets, one for eachi guest ? and in some cases place them in

low dishes around the table,J.eaving the centre of tbe table unobstructed by a

vase of flowers two feet in beighit? Nothing should be placed on tbe table

that is more tban eighîteen incbes higb. The wines should of course be of good

quality, and althoughi il is usual to serve a different wine to eacbi course, the

fewer taken the better. It is a malter of impossibility to appreciate tbe delicate

Rhine wines and others when other wine is taken. More attention should be

paid to the teniperature of the wine than is usually done ; delicate wines should

be cool, but flot iced. With regard 10 the disbies, the fault may be said to be

that of liaving too miany ;it is mnuch better to bave fewer and to see that great

care is taken witb them. There are very few private hiouses in which a dinner

of ten courses can be properly cooked and served ; it does not inatter how

well trainied and competent the cook may be, it is impossible unless there is a

large corps of capable assistants. With regard to the host, it bias been asserted

tbat to be a good one niust come to a man by nature ; wliether this be true or

not, every host sbould in all things act for the pleasure of bis guesîs, and should

exercise tact enotigli nut to p)lace a poet by the side of a Quaker, an actor by

the side of a Metbodist, and so on. In these days wbien tbe diîzer à la Riusse

is the mode of dining uisually followed, there is no excuse for a bost wlio allows

conversation to flag-without, however, monopolizing it ; and if be bias

attended properly to bis duties luts guests wilI say wiîhi Lucullus, "lWe bave

dined." Du/ce est desiper-e in loco. M'arili.

"IRISH ROWS."

Under the above familiar and appropriale hecading a writer in the Bai/y

Star favours the p)ublic with a brief sketch of Mr. Parnell in connection withi

Home Rule. Dissatisfaction is at the samne time expressed with tbe undue

publicity said to be given to the frequent disturbance of peace in the Emerald

Isle, and the rapidity wiîhi wbichi occurrences of a similar cbaracter are for-

gotten on this side of the sea. The antecedents of Mr. Parnell and bis

progenitors are sufficienîly reputable, and the mantie of that ancestor who

was amongst the most strenuous opponents of the Union seems to bave fitly

descended upon the member for Meath. If, however, there is any significance

in the fact tbat a Peerage was refused by a Parnell, it should not be forgotten

that a Peerage wvas accepted by another Parnell.

Lt appears needless 10 discuss whelher the leading Home Ruler is ah bhis

friends and admirers say hie is ; but, as some of bis proceedings sîrongly

resemble those impuîed to persons of evil design, it is flot unnatural to suppose

be may be sometbing bis friends 'and admirers say he is flot.

When people whose habit it is to judge men by tbeir language or actions

comne to hear that witb the deliberation of a temperament said to be cool, Mr.

Parnell publicly couinselled a large and excited assembly of patriots to violate

their lawful obligations, and that the patriots screamed their approval in shouts

indicative of determination to murder, the assurance that their adviser is

Ilanything but a demagogue " must be expected to lose some of its force and

be taken cum grano salis.

That without loss of temper Mr. Parnell accomplishes the congenial task


