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THE LATE KING 0F ITALY.

Victor Emmanuel w'ill not bc allowed to pass froni the stagre o
life without muchi note and comîment. I-e lias been a notable charactei
in a great drama, playing bis part ivell. Fortune lhelped liim-he dic
well unto himsclf, hie did well for biis people. Not grreat as a soldier-
not great as a statesman-not grcat in any direction-by earnestness
and patiencc lie lvas enablcd to achieve a grreat work, and leave
lasting reputation hc-hind. He lias lcft ta Italy a constitutional govern-
ment-just laws, giving equal riglits-and a free clîurch iii a free state
To bis son lic lias left the priceless legacy of a good namie.

Thîe Flouse of Savoy-of -wlich the late King wxas a scion-if not
illustrious, is sufficiently old in the princely line ta satisfy tlîe proudest
of ancestry w'orshippers. The genealogy goes back, until it fades off
into the gloom of mediaevaI tintes. In the cleventh and twelftlî cen-
turies it 'ruled a small tract of country on the wecstern slopes of the
Alps. Ncar thc close of the fou rtecntb century, by fortune of ivar and
shifting circumistances, Nice wvas added. Early ii tlic fiftecnth century
a change of title occurred, the Count of Savoy taking ta hîniseif the
nianie of Duke. Then Duke xvas exchangred for Kig C r yi h
eigliteenth century, when Sicily was acquired. Sicil), was given up-
Sardinia being the pricc-hut the royal titie remnaitied. 1Il 18 15 the
map of Europe was rcconstructed, Geîîoa and the territory surrouniding
being tackcd on to tue Kin-dom of Sardinia, which hiad becomie ant
important political divisionî of distractcd and disiîîtecgratcd ltaly. l'lie
direct maIe lino of the Ilouse of Savoy ceasec i itli Charles Feuix iii
183o, and Prince Charles Albert, a descendant of a youingcr collateral
line, was raiscd to the throne. Of hini Victor Emnmanuel was sont and
successor.

In 1848 the rcvolutionary wave of dM!aster-the " Stuîrm and
Drang " movemcnt-swvept ovcr tbc littie Kingdoin of Sardinia. lIn the
following year, after the battie of Novaro, Charles Albert wvas counpclled
to abdicate in favour of luis son, as the only nîcans of saving lus
kingdom fromn utter destruction. Victor Emmanuel lvas txventy-niîie
years of age. A bold and reckless rider, of bauglîty bearing, and an
avowed conservative. H-e obtained favourable ternis of peace, and
began a bard but liopeful Nvorlç of regeneration. Th'îe nation was in a
state of chaos. Finatice.-military defences-civil admîinistration-
public works-ed ucati on-t rade-al 1werc in disorder. Witlî patience
and skill the King set binîseif ta the work of internai reformi.
Repressing bis autocratic spirit be rulcd, in a constitutional way, in the
interests of justice and the general good. 0

Tbe grcat end hie set before binîscîf was the "Iunification " of Italy,
and toward that end hie worked his way, and fougbt bis way, as steadily
as did Bismnarck for the consolidation of the German Empire. Great
difficulties stood in the way. The Papacy-ever as eager to hold tem-
poral possessions and power as to asscrt spiritual supremacy-as bold
to dlaim princcly rule by human rigbt, as the power ta remit sins, or
curse everlastingly, by right divine-had built a waiI of circum-
vallation round Victor Enmmanuel and bis advisers. The P'ope made
appeal to law-thundered in tlîe name of the gospel, and was supported,
witb more or less of earnest interest, by tbe bayonets of France.
It required courage of no nîcan oýrder to commence that war-it re-
quired a rare temper of patient hope to carry it on. The struggle once
begun was for life or death. An Italian kingdoin or Italian chaos- Frencb
sympathies-Austrian intrigues- Romislî tradition, and the cbronic in-
,différence of a great portion of tue, Italians were ail against the King.
England could give no belp were she ever so much inclined. She was
.occupied with watching the course of events, and the unification of
Italy had not become mixed up with any British interests.

But Fortune, or what we ought to cali Providence, perhaps, faà.our-
*ced the King. In bis conflict with the Papacy, and in the formation
.and conduct of diplomatic relations with other European powers bie had
as chief ýadviser, the now celebrated and justîy revered Count Cavour,
one of the nîost distinguisbed statesmen and diplomatists of nmodern
times. Than Cavour, it would be difficult to conceive of a man better
fitted ta instruct and guide the King in the achievenuent of bis purpose.
Altbougb early trained in the art and spirit of war-tbe Count took
*great interest in the political events of bis time, and beld faitb in diplo-
mracy as being better calculated than violence and revolution ta bring
ýabout reforun in society and government. He was an earnest student
of the tinies, paying repeated visits to Switzerland, and other parts of
Europe, with the object of becomning personally acquainted witb the
,agricultural, industrial, social and polîtical institutions of the great and
prosperous nations. England, with bier free Constitutional Government,
her free Senate, lier free Press, bier free People was the special object of
his interest. Tbe graceful, courteous, well-informed Count became a
familiar figure in England's bighest social and diplomatic circles. In
his early efforts to establish educational institutions in Italy bie was
baffled by the priests who had exercised great influence with the Gov-
ernment. Turning bis attention to letters, bie assisted others in the
establisbmenlt of a first-class political daily newspaper, wbicb soon be-
came the mnost influential journal of the middle-classes, and in wbicb

xvas holdly shadlowed out those theories of political and administrative
rcforni w'hIich have since been termed CIGavoierian Ideas," as alsoa toe
views respecting the temporalities of the Church which became thef policy of the Italian Government. As Minister of Commerce and

r Agriculture, and subsequently of Finance, his home policy was charac-
I terised by the inauguration of Free Trade, the promotion of education,
*the appropriation of monastic property to State purposes, the develop-
sment of the national resources of the country by means of railways, the
aimprovemient of postal communication, the reforin of finances, the reor-
*ganizatioti of the army and the reconstruction of national fortifications.

On attaining to the position of Presidentof the Council the "lunification"
of Jtily and the consolidation of hier liberty w'ere made the confessed endtof ail Cax'our's exertions. Victor Emmanuel was xvîse enough to know

tand trust Iiis counsellor. Fromn thenceforxvard ail events and ail circum..
stances wcre made to bend that wa . The attempt, though futile, to-g et a liberal concordat fromn Rome, as \vell as the part taken by Pied-emont in the Crinican war helped to define and clevelop the precon-
ccived -idea. 'lhle alliance fornied with England and France against
Russia, the despatch of a contingent to the Crimeca, marked a great steptoward an Italian Monarchy, and its admission into the Councils of
Europe as a sixthi great poer Perhiaps the greatest piece of diplomacy
ever achieved by Cavour wxas wxhen hie înanaged to throw on Austria
al] the rcsponsibility of the war of i85'.'lhe w'ar Ivas needful to
Sardîîîîa, for Austria lvas in Italy holding territory wlîich had beenw~on by the sword ; but it \vas also neccssary that Sardinia shoulel
secure the synipathy of EnglaI.nd and the lielp of France. The doubleobject wvas accomiplishied. The battles of Magenta and Solferino dis-
posed of A ustria's i nterférence.

But another figure-great and notable iii its xvay, as that ofCavour-cntered into tlie draina of Victor Emmnanuel-that of a manwho was patriotic to the heart's core, and \vill be to the last hour of life
a passionate lover of freedoîni-a fierce hater of priestly domination andintolerancc-ivith genius for nîost things which inortal nîay have to do,and courage for anything-Garibaldi. The late King, stern in purposeas lie was-carnest iii patriotismn-isely cournscllcd by Cavour-could
hardiy have lvon such great successes but for the timiely help of Garibaldi's
sword. How that lhclp was rcndcred is a story too well known to needrecord bcrc. Even the young will remiember the surprising audacitywîth wbich the efféte Bourbon King was driven fromn the tbrone ofNaples by the Man froin Caprera-wbo wore a red shirt and wascalled a IIfilibuster." H-e xvas Ronîc's deadly and triumpbant foe-butlie was Italy's truc and constant fricnd.

After the Convention of September, 1864, events rapidly followedeacb other, whiclî made it more and more plain that Victor wouldsuccccd in fulfilling bis hiopes as to the unity of Italy. France tookNice and Savoy as the price of lier aid in driving Austria out of Loin-
hardy, but Italy recovercd Venetia. The Convention provided for theoccupation of Rome by Frencb troops for two years. At the. outbreakof the Franco-Prussian war tbcy wcrc actuaily withdrawn, and the Kingof Italy entered the Capitol of Italy to rule ver a peaceful and increas.ingly prosperous people. He lias left the richi legacy of a good name tohis son-has created a love of liberty in the breasts of the people-hasshown tbemi and the world that the Church of Ronme is not so great apower as shc clainis to bc-and miay bc successfully defied in thesacrednaîines of Freedoni and justice.

Prince Humbert bias succeeded to a great Positi on and a greatwork. The Papacy in Italy is stili ait war with the civil power in Itaîy-ecclesiastical interests are oposed to the liberty and interests of thepeople. If the present King is endowed withi the courage and perse.verance of bis late father, the work so well begun will be carried to asucccssftîl issue. If not-Italy May expect to be driven backward-tolose its dcarly bougbit liberties-to bc shattered and scattered by theiron hand of Popery.

PRACTICAL SCIENCE.

i .- On the Ifarmony beaweet Tlieory and Practice.
There are two elenlents which ever enter into the study of nature helongingrespectively to the world of sense and to the world of thought 'lhle one, Theory,arises froîn our endeavours to subjeet ohserved facts to definite laws ; and theother, Practice or Experiment arises front our attempts t verify Iaws by prac-tical results. This T er and Practice ivhen applied to the ordinary require-ments of life become whatis called Practical Science.AI] persons who intend to follow professions connected with the construc-tive arts, should have a theoretical as well as a practical training. They shouldbecoine acquainted with the fundamental rules and principles ,pont which theart is founded, for on the development of these in practical work wilî depend thepublic wveal and their own success. l'he sante principle, indeed, obtains inalmost every pursuit, and although the theoretical and practical courses areessentially distinct and different, yet an harnonjous conîbination of the two inthe samie person is requIisite to rnake the conipetent practitioner. A doctor couldneyer gain a% practical knowledge of bis profession froom books alone ; nor coulda lawyer by mere reading ever qualify himself to practice as a harrister and toplead in open court. The lover of nature will neyer be satisfied wvith what iswritteîî in books of plants and rocks, bowever accurateîy they may have been


