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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

BAD THOUGHTS

“ Why do you think evil in your hearts?”
Matt. iX. 6.)

What harm can there be in mere
thoughts ? They are only light and
momentary fancies, various and fleeting
as summer clouds, coming and going as
if by some will of their own, quite in-
dependent of our control. Will God re-
gard even our thoughts? Will he judge
us by what we have dreamed, rather
than by what we have done ?

Yes, my brethren, God does regard
our thoughts. Our Lord Jesus Christ
tells us that all sin has its birthplace in
the heart, and is as truly in the thought
as in the act. “ Out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh.” He
says : and again : * The things which
proceed out of the mouth come forth
from the heart, and those things defile a
man. For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, false testimonies, blas-
phemies. These are the things that de-
file a man,”

You see what a serious matter our
thoughts must be in God’s sight, when
they are thus put in the same catalogue
with such enormous sins as murder,
adultery, theft, perjury, and blasphemy.
St. John Chrysostom truly said:
% Men's souls are not so greatly injured
by the temptations which assail them
from outside, as from those evil
thoughts which poison them witkin.”

Evil thoughts are very dangerous
things indeed. We must be constantly
on guard against them. And if there
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are any who think that they are safe so"

long as they keep their bodies from
evil, and allow their hearts and minds
to indulge in all sorts of irregular imag-
inations, they are guilty of grievous
sin ; they may not be staining their
bodies, but they are corrupting their
souls.

And these evil thoughts are as the
sands of the sea-shore for multitude—
envious thoughts, profane thoughts,
angry thoughts, discontented thoughts,
greedy thoughts, unclean thoughts,
They are only little thoughts, perhaps ;
but together they make a great host.
And they come buzzing around the
head and heart like a swarm
of flies. You remember the plague of
flies which afflicted the Egyptians in
King Pharoa’s time. Well, I am afraid
that the hearts of some of you are very
much like the houses of those Egyptians
—full of swarms of evil thoughts, thick
as flies, making a breeding place in
your souls, and rendering them foul,
festering masses of corruption. When
you kneel down to pray, they come to
distract you. When you are with
others, they influence your conversa-
tion. When you are alone, they are
filling your mind with images and
fancies. In church they disturb you.
When you work, they interrupt you.
When you walk they aceompany you.
And, like the plague in Egypt, ¢ the
land is corrupted by this kind of flies.”

Now, my brethren, it is perfectly true
that we cannot help such thoughts com-
ing in to the mind ; but we can help
their staying there. We can prevent
our hearts and minds from being hives
and nests for them to dwell in. We ean
drive them away, give'them nothing to
feed on, clear them out as pests and
nuisaaces. They may buzz around us
and vex us, and worry us never 80
sorely, yet they can do no harm so leng
as they are not given admittance.

Though evil thoughts may come to us
by hundreds and thousands, and beset
us over and over again, if we always
banish them, and pray against them,
and refuse consent to them, so far from
committing sin, we gain a victory every
time, and store up merit in God'’s sight.
Sin begins only when they are con-
sciously admitted and willingly enter-
tained.

You know what the custom-house is.
All goods coming into this country are
examined there, and if anything unlaw-
ful is discovered it is promptly seized
and condemned. Would it not be a
good |plan for us to establish spiritual
custom-houses at the door of our hearbs,
and subject all our thoughts to rigid in-
specmon ? If they are good, let them
in gladly ; if they are- bad, selze, con-
demn, destroy them at once. Don’t
allow one to enter. There is no such
thing as ‘ duty ”’ on bad thoughts ; they
are absolutely contraband ; they must
not be allowed to pass at any price.

THE TFACHER OF
PASSION PLAYERS

We can not see how Protestants who
behold in Oberammergau the famous
Passion Play with its many scenes and
tableaux from the Old and New Testa-
ments, can ever for a moment imagine
afterwards that Catholics are opposed
to Bible study. Neither can we see
what they suppose Protestantism could
give to those villagers in the way of
reverent Christian feeling, and earnest
Christian living, that they do mnot
already possess. Those peasants are
simply saturated with the Bible, and
their lives are lived in accordance with
its teachings. This much all Protest-
ant writers admit. But muach more
than this, they confess also that the
villagers have the power to set forth
the history of man’s redemption in a
way that is wonderfully striking and
impressive. Yet those peasants are
Catholics—simple, unspoiled, unaffected
Catholics, holding the same beliefs,
saying the same prayers, as the Catho-
lics of any other country throughout
the world.

Of the effect produced on Protestant
people by the Passion Play, we are read-
ing a good deal now in various publica-
tions. They all seem agreed that there
is nothing like the devotional, earnest
manner in which the villagers assume
their several parts in the great drama.
The peasant players merge themselves
so completely in their parts that the on-
looker forgets he is not gazing on the
real scenes of our Lord’s Crucifixion
and Death., A writer in the Christian
Advocate (Protestant) in a long account
of the Play, speaks thus of the prinecipal
player and the prineipal scene:—

Anton Lang plays his most difficult
role with dignity and reverence and
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tremendous reserve. He never offends
the most sensitive. He does not simu-
late the agony of the Saviour, but he
shows forth the lamb led to the slaugh-
ter, patient, silent, innocent, amid a
wild storm of abuse. It is heart-break-
ing but not shoecking. The scourging
is being finished as the curtains are
drawn back, so that only the last flour-
ish of the cords is seen. The blind-
folded, half-naked, fainting victim, en-
during without a cry or a remonstrance,
opens the fountains of tears. Most piti-
ful is the bowed form falling by the way
beneath the heavy cross amid the in-
furiated mob; more pitiful still, Mary
the mother waiting beside the way to
know the cause of the commotion ; most
lovely the dear Master’s recogmtlon of
her as He slowly moves on with Simon
of Cyrene bearing the cross. When the
curtains part for the crucifixion scene,
the two thieves are already hanging
from their crosses, but Jesus is
stretched on His, still on the ground.
We had heard the sound of the hammer,
Slowly the cross is lifted with its preci-
ous weight. Horror and pity and ador-
ing gratitude sweep in a great wave
of profound silence over that vast
assembly.

For about twenty minutes the Saviour
not Anton Lang, seems to hang before
us.

Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree.

The soldiers at the foot cast lots for
the seamless dress. The erowd mock,
the thief on the left reviles. At the
foot of the cross the women weep, and
Jesus tenderly gives His mother to
John. It is all very, very real. The
descent from the cross, after the in-
human mob has gone away and left the
body to the friends of Jesus, is most ap-
pealing. How we love Nicodemus and
Joseph of Arimathea for the tender,
reverent touch, the affectionate care,
the snowy linen provided for the Master!

0O, who could look on unmoved, or fail
tio realize that this all happened in the
long ago, that we might be forgiven,
that we might be good !

And, we might add, who could look
on, and lose sight of the very important
fact that it is the faith implanted in
their hearts by the Catholic Church, the
religious instruction they receive from
the Catholic Church, and the reverence
and devotion they owe to their member-
ship in the Catholic Chureh, that enable
those wood-carvers of Oberammergau to
present those tremendous scenes which
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in the hands of unbelieving actors, no
matter how talented, would be a profan-
ation and a failure?—S. H. Review.

A CONVERT’S APPEAL TO HIS
NON-CATHOLIC BRETHREN

e

The following statement, says the
Rochester Catholic Citizen, directed
chiefly to those in search of truth, is
made by Mr. Walter R. Reece, of Car-
negie avenue, Cleveland, a convert, who
was received inte the Catholic Church
recently by Rev. Gilbert B. Jennings,
LL. D., at St. Agnes’ Church.

Mr. Reece has been engaged in the
study of Catnolic doctrine and practice
for the past eight or nine years. After
forty years of silence upon religious
matters, after long meditation and upon
the eve of entering the Catholic Church,
the Mother Church, says Mr. Reece I
am constrained to write my non-Catho-
lic brothers and sisters, not as an apol-
ogy for this contemplated action, but as
an apologylto the Catholic Church for a
narrow-self-satisfied position, and for so
long having turned a deaf ear to her
teachings, and for so long, having been
skeptical and cynical regarding her
motives and practices.

Ask yourselves why you despise or
are cold towards the Catholic Church?
Have you any real, true knowledge re-
garding her faith and doctrines, or is
your knowledge composed of the com-
mon gossip illustrated by coarse, irrev-
erent jokes and stories at her expense ?
Have you aceepted the popular fallacies
that insult common sense, and drifted
upon this tide of opinion without
thought or investigation, thereby in-
sulting mentality and love of justice?

Investigate and meditate, search for
the truth and having done this faith-
fully, being honest with yourself, if you
find one thing in the Catholic Church
that is not warranted by Seripture or
one thing that is repulsive to your man-
hood or womanhood, then put it down
that you have not got the true instruct-
ion in that particular, and search again.
It is truth you want. Go after it until
you find it. Do this in justice to your-
self and to your Lord and Saviour, re-
membering that no one’s opinions can
save your soul, neither will the in-
fluence of the world’s opinion upon you
be aceepted in the judgment day as ex-
cusing you.

It has taken time to satisfy every
non Catholic as to the doctrines, the
dogmas, the ritual, the practices of the
Catholic Chureh. If you will faithfully
and truthfully study with a singleness
of purpose, you will see the majesty and
beautiful purity of her faith, her simple
and direct teachings. There are no ifs
or ands or buts about it. No specula-
tion as to what God meant when He
said thus and so. No hypothesis or pre-
mise built upon human intelligence.
Her faith begins and ends with God,
and her path fiom beginning to end is
that of the Scripture. When God said
so and so? It is not for our poor defect-
ive intelligence to argue and insist in
devious ways that the divine intellig-
ence, the Author and Creator of all we
are and have, meant something else
that suits the pure thoughts born of
our weakness, deluding ourselves into a
comfortable and easy rather than a safe
religion. The Catholic Church teaches
and practices the word of God at face
value.

There is Do pnestcraft., there is no
image worship, there is no buying for-
giveness of sins, there is no empty cere-
monies. What is it that fills the Catholic
Chureh from early dawn each day, re-
gardless of weather and other conditions
or personal consideration—the real live
faith of her members, aud their love,
their adoration for Christ in this great

sacrifice that is daily celebrated on her
altars at the Mass.

What Church so alive with vibrant
faith and certainty, what Church that
sees so clearly the path and the end ?
What Church so active for the salva-
tion of the souls in her charge ? What
Church that so welcomes the sinner,
and so fully carries out the precepts of
Christ ? 'What Church that gives the
living embobiment of the sermon
on the Mount ? Wha! Church that has
so striven for the purity of the home,
and so fought against divorce? What
Church that has so munch in mind the
welfare of the nations of earth, in the
training of her young? What Church
that has in its many institutions shown
such thought and care for the bodies of
all sorts and conditions of beings,dook-
ing past the worldly conditions, and
ailments, looking only at the soul Christ
so loves, and working for the salvation ?

The Catholic Church has only one
aim, one desire, and that is to save souls
to the glory of our Father Who art in
Heaven. We shall have to die. We all
hope for eternal life with Him. Jesus
Christ through His death on the Cross
made this possible. That divine sacri-
fice, so replete with sorrow and suffer-
ing, can only be realized by meditation,
as one follows the Way of the Cross.
The Cross with its precious burden be-
longs to us all. It is the emblem of faith
of all Christians, it is the only way to
Heaven. Why should the prominence
the Catholie Church gives the Cross and
its precious burden be used against her?
She realizes most fully that God is not
mocked and that salvation must be
worked out in fear and trembling, and
uses all divine and sanctified aids to
this end. Of all the attributes of God
acknowledged by Christians, the Catho-
lic Chureh realizes how potent is His
awful justice, which must be satisfied.
She takes no chances. Watch and pray,
is her slogan. Keep your soul and body
clear of sin, for ye know not the day or
hour when the Son of Man cometh.

Go into a Catholic Church in the
spirit of reverence. Think ef Jesus and
His atonement. Look at each Station
of the Cross and meditate, then stand at
the feet of the crucifix and look upon it.
Look and think and pray. The statue
will fade from your sight and in your
soul you will see the real Saviour, you
will see His agony for you, you will feel
His love. Do this often, and you will
realize the atmosphere of the Catholic
Church is surcharged with the Divine
Presence.

Talk to her eclergy, and you will be
surprised when you find how humble
they are, how earnest for your spiritual
welfare, how human, how much like
Christ in His manhood, instead of the
high-handed, arbitrary, to-be-shunned
celibate. The aim of the clergy of the
Catholic Church is to do Christ’s bid-
ding, and lead us safe through all perils,
dangers, temptations, and through the
last dread moments of life, leaving us
only at the valley and shadow of death,
delivering us safely into the hands of
Him who died that we might live with
Him.

Roosevelt’s Ideal of a Boy

My ideal of a boy is one who will grow
up and be able to support himself and
wife and children. To be fit to be an
American citizen he has got to preserve
his self-respect and conduct himself so
as to wrong no one. Fathers need the
most  preaching. Frequently the
mothers who have had hard lives take
the unwise course in attempting to
benefit their daughters and sons by
bringing them up free from hard knocks.
Next to hardness of heart the next least
desirable quality is softnessof head, and
the mother and father should not try to
bring up their child in that way. You
don’t get the right stuff out of those
children for the next war, or you don’t
get decent citizens when there isn’t any
war. Bring them up to work so that they
shall recognize an obstacle is not some-
thing to be be shirked, but to be over-
come.

Thought and Kindness

You know that to give alms is nothing
unless you give thought also; and that
therefore it is written, not “blessed is he
who feedeth the poor,” but “blessed is
he that considereth the poor.” A little
thought and = little kindness are often
worth more than a great deal of money.

HEAVY DRINKER CURED

Samaria Cured Him and He
Helps Others

A man who has been released from
the awful eravings of drink, and whose
first thought is to help others, shows
the spirit of true brotherhood and
philanthropy. Read this letter:

“The Samaria Remedy Co., Toronto, Ont.:

“Will you please send me book on drink also
circulars relating to yourvalued remedy for the drink
habit. I wish to hand these to a friend of mine who
isigoing to ruin through drink. You will remember
that I have taken your remedy, and I find it all you
claim it to be. I never think of taking or using
strong drink in any way,as all desire for it has left
me. I cannot speak too highly of your wonderful
remedy. You may use my name in any way you
wish in public.

H. Lilywhite, Brigd2n, Ontario.”

Samaria Prescription is' tasteless and
odorless, and dissolves instantly in tea
or coffee, or can be mixed with food.
It can be given with or without the
patient’s knowledge. It removes the
craving for drink, builds up the system
and restores the mnerves. Drink be-
comes distasteful and even nauseous.

Drink is a disease, not a erime. One
drink of whiskey always invites an-
other. The inflamed nerves and
stomach create a craving that must
either be satisfied by more whiskey or
removed by scientific treatment like
Samaria Prescription. Samaria Pre-
seription has been in regular aud suc-
cessful use by Physicians and Hospitals
for over ten years.

If you know of any family needing
Samaria Prescription, tell them about
it. If you have a husband, father or
friend that is drifting into drink, help
him save himself, Write to-day.

A Free Trial Package of Samaria
Prescription, with booklet, giving full
particulars, testimonials, price, ete., will
be sent absolutely free and postpaid in
plain sealed package to anyone asking
for it and mentioning this paper. Cor-
respondence  sacredly confidential.
Write to-day. The Samaria Remedy
Co., 11 Jordan Chambers, Jordan Street,
Toronto, Canada.,

. PEASE v

FURNACE

Summer Temperature
in Every Room

That’s what the “Economy”
system means. Read the ther-
mometer the coldest day in
Lnuary or the stormiest in

arch. It always stands at 70°.

Simple to Operate

Your boy or girl can attend to it.

I want to tell you about another
Pease Feature—the “Economy” Air
Blast. It throws hot air into the
space above the fire, This, mixing
with the gases, creates heat units.
In the ordinary furnace these gases
escape up the smoke pipe—most of
this heat is wasted Just another
feature of the ‘* Econemy” Fumace.
Learn more about it—look for my

t talk.
igs WRIGHT FURNACE

2 8 2 8BS Iy B 8

Send to-day for our free booklet—
“The Question of Heating.”

Pease Founpry CoMpaNy

Toronto and Winnipeg

2 8 8 8 o

We manufacture, exclusively, Warm
Air, Hot Water, Steam and Com-
bination Heating Systems.

FATHER BLANCHET'S “CATH-
OLIC LADDER”

In the Catholic Sentinel the Rev.
Edwin V. O'Hara, writing an account of
the missionary labors of Father
Blanchet, the Apostle of Oregon, men-
tions an ingenious device, called the
“Catholic Ladder” where the good
priest explained to the Indians the
teachings of the Christian religion.
The great difficulty was to give these
Indians an idea of religion so simple and
plain as to command their attention, and
which they could carry back to their
tribes. Father Blanchet thought out
this plan. Securing a square stick, he
represented the forty centuries before
Christ by forty marks, the thirty-three
vears of our Lord by thirty-three points
followed by a eross, and the
eighteen centuries and thirty-nine years
since by eighteen marks and thirty-nine
points. This gave him a chance to
show the beginning of the world, the
creation, the fall of the angels, of Adam,
the promise of a Saviour, the time of
His birth and of His death upon the
cross as well as the mission of the
Apostles. The plan was a success. He
explained the marks to the chiefs, and
they departed and explained it to their
tribes. The same scheme was soon after
workédd out on a chart, at first simply,
but later in a very elaborate manner. A
copy of the chart in its final form as
copyrighted by Archbishop Blanchet
in 1859 measures five feet in length and
two and a half feet in width. Itis a
veritable pictorial compendium of
Biblical and Church history. The
use of the * Catholic Ladder ” spread
very rapidly and a copy of the chart
was to be found in every Indian camp
visited by a Catholic missionary. In
the absence of the priest the Indian
chiefs took great pride in expounding
the * Ladder ” to their people. Father
De Swet praised it very highly, and the
view taken of it by the Protestant mis-
sionaries may be seen from the fact that
they tried to counteract its influence
by a ¢ Protestant Ladder.” It is cer-
tain that this concrete and pictorial
presentation of religion was much
better suited to the capacities of the
savages than the abstract doctrinal
methods employed by the Protestant
missionaries, and achieved more success.

The indefatigable inventor of this
missionary device was the first Viear-
Apostolic of Oregon. An idea of the
out-of-the-way place Oregon was in
those days (1843.44) may be had by con-
sidering his route from that place to
Montreal whither he had to go
for consecration as Titular-Bishop of
Philadelphia. He started for Canada,
Dec. 5, 1844, boarded a steamer on the
Columbia River, touched at Honolulu,
doubled Cape Horn, landed at Dover,
England ; went by rail to Liverpool,
took a vessel to Boston and thence pro-
ceeded by rail to Montreal, a journey of
twenty-two thousand miles.—Sacred
Heart Review.

THE CATHOLIC PRESS
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ITS IMPORTANCE AS AN AID TO
SALVATION

By Rev. P. H, Casey, S. J.

Let it be laid down as a first principle
that in every Catholic family there
should be at least one |Catholic weekly.
Let it be laid down asa second prineciple
that this Catholic weekly should be
selected according to the tastes and the
requirements of the family. Let it be
laid down as a third principle that when
the tastes and requirements of a family
are different, there should be mere than
one Catholic weekly in that family.

Do mnot talk about expense. The
price of most of our Catholic papers is
only five cents—the price, let me say
plainly—of one glass of common drink.
Cannot a man omit one glass during the
week, and bring home a Catholic paper
on Saturday evening to his Catholic
family ? Or can he not rofrain from
one glass of stronger drink for which he
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pays ten cents, and bring home another
Catholic iweekly ? If a man has any
real desire to support the Catholic press
money will be no obstacle in his way.
The poor man finds means of getting
five cents to spend on the Sunday secu-
lar paper, perhaps for the sake of its col-
ored comic supplement-—a supplement
which not long ago, at a banquet of six
hundred representatives of the press in
New York city, was declared by cne of
their prineipal speakers to be a “damn-
able sheet, when it was not puerile.”
The same speaker went on to say that
he wondered if the men who published
such a supplement ever let it fall into
the hands of their own children. Still,
for these colored pages aad their con-
comitant paper the poor man, the father
of a family, is willing to pay five cents
on Sunday morning. No! If a Catho-
lic has any real desire for Catholic
news, or what is more important if he
has any real desire for the advancement
of Catholic interests, the cost of a Cath-
olic paper will cause him no concern.

Remember, then, that the work of
the Catholie press is the work of Christ.
It is a work carried on for the spread of
the gospel, and for the salvation of the
souls for which Christ died. Therefore,
if we have any real love for Christ, it is
a work we should help in every way in
our power.

You help the work of the missionary
—the missionary among the Chinese,
among the negroes, among the people of
Alaska, and the missionary here at
home. But a Catholic paper is a mis-
sionary in every house where it enters
even though you] are too busy to read
the paper yourself, by being a sub-
scriber and thus helping its circulation,
you enable a copy to go into some home
where it will be read, and where it may
spread untold blessings.

A DREAM EXPLAINED

Denis Caucher, an artisan of the
French capital, related to his wife, one
mornicg at breakfast, a dream he had
had during the night,—a strange dream
that rather disquieted him. He had
seen four rats approaching him.. The
first was big and fat, the second and
third were very lean, and the fourth
was blind. Madame Caucher was as
helpless as her husband in discerning
the significance of the dream, though
he remarked that it sounded something
like the dream of Pharaoh in the Bible

In the meantime the Joseph who was,
to prove the interpreter for this latter-
daygPhoraoh—Jean Baptiste Caucher,
aged eleven—had been listening atten-
tively, and suddenly surprised his
parents by exelaiming:

“I know what the dream means! The
big, fat rat is M. Dumont, the saloon-
keeper down there on the corner, to
whom you give so much money; the two
lean rats mean mother and me; and the
blind rat—that’s you, father.”

And the more Denis reflected on this
interpretation, the firmer became his
convietion that it was the true one,

A WOMAN DRUNKARD

——g

It is horrible to see a man under the
influence of liquor and to know that in-
toxication is frequent with him. 1t is
still more shocking to meet a woman
drunkard. She has fallen so low. She
has fallen so far.

When it is a wife and mother who
gets drunk habitually, the case is heart-
rending. She has so many motives to
lead a Christian life and set a good ex-
ample. And sh® isfalse to her trust.

When a woman is so degraded as to
have almost lost hope of reform, her con-
dition is desperate. She needs love.
She must have sympathy, encourage-
ment, and companionship to enable her
to get back her self-respect and to_
strengthen her to exert her will to re
sist the craving for stimulants. She
should have attention from a doetor,
and if possible, a change of scene, of
oceupation, of diet, of circumstances.
She should break friendship with com-
panions who tempt her to drink. }With
the help "of prayer and the sacraments,
and of loving affectionate support, she
may resist the devil of alcohol and once
more become a decent, respectable,
sober woman.—Catholic Columbian.
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Samples on application

The Catholic m:orb

LONDON %ONT

THE CHRIST
The Son of God

A Life of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ
BY
The Abbe Constant Fouard
with an Introduction by
HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL MANNING
New and cheape-t—e-dition—dxso pages

Price 25c.—Post Paid

THE CATHOLIC RECORD
LONDON, CANADA

-

EVERY ONE .SHOULD READ

“The Blindness of
Dr. Gray”

CANON SHEEHAN’S
NEW BOOK

Price $1.00 Post-Paid

The Catholic Record

LONDON CANADA

m—:nszl.va CO. ST,
mld Reliable t 1
lllublt:l years age.

The 0ld Folks

find advancing years bring an increasing tendency
The corrective they need is

to constipation.

«NA-DRU-CO” Laxatlves

Entirely different from common laxatives. Pleasant to take, mild and painless.

A tablet (or less) at bed-time regulates the bowels perfectly.

Increasing

doses never needed. Compounded, like all the 125 NA-DRU-CO pre-

paratiens, by

expert chemists. Money back if not satisfactory.

25¢. 2 bex, If your druggist has not yet stocked them,
send 25¢. and we will mail them.
NATIONAL DRUG & CHEMICAL COM PANY
OF CANADA, LIMITED, MONTREAL. 22



