
CONSTRUCTION

this reaksoin 1 ain coiîstraiiied to refer the
p)oss-ible reader and tr-avelier to thegid
book(s. Eiîdles-, pmsoîîal experienices wvill ovci*-
take one in his ranibles. about bjondon, and it
would be the bubjeet of a volume itself to chr-on-
icle these iii an article of this nature, but it
W011ld4 I think, heoOpp)ortunelC before piroceediing)
to clesciibe evenits andl scenies ujîon the continent
wlh*ch i 1have agrecd to deail with in a subsequent

issue, to mention a fewv laces that it would be
ver.y inucl worti the 'vhile of an architect or
draftsqna to see, naniely, Westminîster Cattie-
cirai, St. Paul 's Gathedral, the Tower of Lon-
clou, British Museum with its priceiess relies
and curios, Ken-sington Galleries, Wind-sor
Castie, H-amnpton Court, and. a trip to Oxford if
po-ssible. ihese few -and an end-less numiber of
othier wonderful places of iiiterest will occupy
aiil the tinie -that one can spare ini London.

Architecture in Toronto: A Resume
Bp A. Jyraîtk J'ickso-i.

(Reprinted froni 1' lie Utnips.- (lie yeair book of Mhe Arte and Letters Clulb, 1'oroiilo.)

H A.S Toron to reici its architecturalmiorality « v rl'li question implies some-
thing once posses..-ed and. subsequently lost, and1
in this case the implication isý well fouifde.d.
There is ample proof that thiis city was, at a
now distant date, quite aesthetically moral and,
equal evidence that for a protracted period it
suffered froni an epidemic of artistic idiocy and
imrnoiraýlity quite as malevolent as, a phvsical
plague, for the îresults, excelyt lin the case of
actual. death f romi dis-ease, were miuch more per-
manenit.

Many of -thc buildings which would have
proved the first part of this assertion have been
(lesti oYe(, but there stili remain a few~ which
have ailways beenîîAimired as examples of good
design. Conspicuous among these are the fol-
lowing, viz.:

Public Butildlings. -S-t. Lawrence Hall, K ing
St.; Old Post Office, Toronto St.; Osgoode Hall,
Quceen St.; Merchants' Bank, Wellington St.;
Old County Court House, A.delauide St., the
Court Boom of which is our present Club Room.

Churches.-St. Jamtnes' Cathedral; St. Mich-
ael's Cathedral ; the original. St. Paul's on
Bloor St.; St. Stephen 's, corner College and
Belle vue; V0emetery Chapel.

Houses.-Ki1ng a.îd 'Bay Sts. (iiow Sterling
Bank); Duke St., corner ýof George (without the
mansard) ; Charcli and Gould (some of its
oharm- lias heeîî lost by reason of alterations);
a row on Victoria at the corner of Go.uld.

These and miany others were varied in de-
sigilsoe heiiig Renaissance ini style ancd

soine Tudor, but ail well proportioned and of
good co.mposition.

After the dlecease of the architeets w'ho con-
trolled tie design of the importan-t buildings of
the period above re-ferred to caine the revolu-
ti-on. A new generation which knew not Josephi
akrose and tliev-they struck up. the b)and and
the or-gy hgi.The spirit of the Romianesque,
so wonderf ul w~hile used by tlie great wizard,

Richardson, once escaped fromn lis control be-
came an nnsternmed plague sprea.ding its bacilli
ail over this continent, and Toronto feil a vie-
tin. Every-oîe wvas imbueci with the idea that
a new style had practically been founded for
this part'of the world, and so flotirished Ro-
mnanesque, iiew Greek, old Az-tec, and anv other
old or new thing which the imag.iinationl could
possibly conceive of, all sheltering under the
wing of the "new style." Each building was
designed in the prevailing fashion and degener-
ating from its prototype, becamne itself, in turn
another prototype. The attacký was on the god-
1l, and the ung&odly alike, for sacred and secu-
lar sýuffered ini unison1.

Poor old Salarni-anca Cathedral, if set down
amiongst, some of Toronto.'s Romanesque, -wonld
have experienced -the saine sense of humiliation
as a highly respected plutocrat amlidst a bunchi
of se.edy and deba.uched relatives. Ail sense of
seille wvas lost and buildings looked as if thev
had -been built; of dry sponge and then soakeci
withi water. Ordinary features became burl-
esque, enormous arches crushing clown po-or
littie dwarfecl coluins, ce-ntre piers sup-
porting arches, circular towers resting on top
of square -and square over round. "Basket-
work" brickwork broke ont hikie nea.sles, and
i n the poorer districts ''brick fronted'' huses
covered the landsca-pe like the locust.

Some years ago, how'ever, a piece of archi-
tectural surgery cormnonly known as the Chii-
cago Pair, relieved the pressure on the brain,
the frenzy and the fever gradually- subsideci,
a-nd the moral idiocy began to disappear.

H-as it entirely disappeared in Toronto?
*well> it is. tending that way, and it is witli
pleasure that o-ne can in-stance numerous proofs
of this. Among the admirable and scholarly
public and commieroial. building-,s there are the
new Registry Office, the rnaiy banks in the heart
of the business section and the C.P.R. station
at N\ortli Toronto. Of factory buildings refer-


