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- a more sacrcd tie than that of blooci ; spiritual sympa-

thies are the ground of a union more intirnate than any

which can be foiuncled on earthly circuisi aices ; religion

niakes the nearcst friencis. The value of domestic con-
nexions is not denied. It is rather admnitted, by adopting

the tities of thcse connexions as signs of the spiritual bonds

-wxhichi have their origirn fi faith ancldluty. The nearest

and dearest of those connexions which centre in home,

the scene of love and joy is yct not so, precious, says Jesus,

as the miutual. attraction of heuarts which have ackn-iow%-

ledged the influences ofmny Gospel, reconcilinýg and bind-
ng them ito thieFailer. Theyarc th-e truiest friends, who

hielp us to God's -will. Those are the inost sacred and

rnost enduring sympathies, xvhich are ent-wined around

the sanie stock of piety ; even as vines of diffeèrent, nianes,
growing along thc saine support, stretch forth thieir ten-

drils to one another, ancd are wvoveni into inseparable

union.

The sentiment of this declaration is liable to, no charge

of extravagance. It is sustained by the analogies of the
very home which it may at first seci to underva]-ue.
Strong and tender as are the tics of kindred, it is the liv-

ing together, the sharing of the saine lot, the participation
in cornu-on cares and labors, trials and pleastures, that

binds those under the same roof togetlter wvith the invisi-

ble chains of love. They becorne endeared to one another

through the consciousness of being actecL upon by the saine

influences, which, like electric wires, convey common
ernotions te their hearts. We may trace this law of sym-
pathy stili faxther. In the saine fainily we find intimftcies

and friendships growin g. up out of sirnilarity of taste or
occupation. The heart is net content with natural and
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