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. '2bese Classes have again resnimed their opera-
tions; and, considering the benefita tbey confer,
and for the purpose of enlarging their usefuineas,
your Sub-Oommittee, at the beginning of the pre-
sent session, expended a suai of $100 in the pur-
chase of such modela and blocks as were requsred
to fully carry out the objecta of tbe classes, and
these are now among the assets of.-the Board.

:The long expeoted Dublin Exhibition Medala
wore received during the paut summer, and those
awarded to Montreal Exhibitors were distributed
by the Hon. tho*Miniater of Agriculture, at a meet-
ing of the Board, beld on the l18th September.

During the year now closed a new eleinent-
delegates fromn the Art Association of Montreal-
waa introduced into the composition of the Board,
under the provisions of the amendmenta of 1864 to
the Act incorporating this Board,- thereby proving
tlîat the operations of thia Board have nlot been
wholly deprived of publie interest ; and your. Sub-
Committee sincerely truats that every succeeding
year will exhbbt Dot only an increasing intereat,
but largely inereaaing meana of carryirig out the
great and noble Objecta fer which this Board was
orzanized.

The Treasurer's statenient for the year is here-
with submitted,* froni which it will ba seen that the
funds of the Board bave been carefully buabanded,
awaiting the fulfilment of the many promises on
the part of the niembers of the Government for the
amelioration of the condition of the Board.

The wbole, nevertheleaa, respectfully submitted.
(Signed) DUNDÂRi BaowNE,

Secrelary.

KiNOWLEDGE BY TELE FIRESIDE.'
In our last volume, we published a very inte-

reating series of papers froni that excellent journal
the inem Fariner, entitled IlCbemistry by the
Fireside." Below we commence to publîsh, fromn
the samne journal, a series on IlKnowledge by the
Fireside," whîch we, trust will not fail to be as
interssting to the non-scientific reader as the pre-
vious articles. We coPy into our pages any tbing
instructive te the practical man, giving credit te
the author or publication copied, whenever kàowù.

No. I1.-Ancoient Coins.-

Money consists of whatever is used in exehange
for iometbing elae. As soon as mankind încreased
in numbers, they commenced te exchange one arti-
cle for another in trade. This was done flrat !?yusing soins substance of great value and amali in
bulk At a very early period metli xhne

svere made by weigt-tbe giver of the money
weighing eut se many piecea of gold or ailver. At
a Inter period actual coins having a certain weigbt
and guarantced by gevernment witb the atamp or
seal ot State was made the mediumi of exebange..
At what period ailver and gold were used ie net
lkn-)wn. Nearly 2000 yeara before the Christian
,era, Abrahani returned froin Egypt very rich in

cattle, silver and gold. The shape of ailver and
g;old amýong the Egyptiana appears to be that of a
ring, with an epening on one aide tg form a chain
wben necessary. This sort of money passed by
weight. Thua Abrabami îWeged four hundred
shekelsà of money to the merchs.nt. The Jcws neyer
had any other mode of using coin than by weigbt
se long as tbey were an independent nation. Fur-
thermore it may be a, new idea te many that tbey
neyer used gold -as a coin. Silver and copper were
their sole nmedium. You never hear -tbem talking
about shekels of gold in any of their writings.

Among the Egyptians and Assyrians the coin was
frequently in the shape of a ebeep or a lamb, pos-
sibly of the value ef these animais It bas been
auppesed that the change freint weîgbt te a coin re-
presenting a given value was firat mnade by the
Romans. The pound weigbt wa stampedwith the
imag of an ex. Henca Our Word -pecuniary is de-
rivede front the Latin woôrd pecunia, signif iyang
money, wbich in turn was derived frdm* the Word
pecu .aignifying cattle. Thus ani immense stride.
was made in civilization when a real value was
given te a coin guaranteed by the seal of State, 80
as te avoid the neceasity of weighing it every tume
a transaction was made. The earliest coins vere
exceedingly rude in character. Tbey werc net
perfectly round as you now sc theni. A die was
formed, over wbich tbe coin was placed, and tdieu,
it waa struck witb a punch wbicb atamped the coin
on one aide, and left a rude dent on the ather.
After a wbîle, a dia waa made on the end of the
punch se that botb aides were stamped.

Alexander L. King of Macedenia, is the llrs 't
whe bad bis name stamped on a coin. Thc Athen*
ians made the owl their type. This gave rise te
the anecdote of the Athenian miser, the roof of
whose house was said te be infested wîth a vaet
number of owls, in allusion te money of the well-
known Athenian type being concealed there.

The Romans carried on the coining of mnoney te
ai high degree of perfection. Each Stato and somne-
t imnea a single city waa authorized to issue its ewn
coins. Every coin was a brief history of the age in
which it waa struck. The akili of the artizan,' the
composition ef the coin, the history of the people,
and the naine of the r *uling menarch wera frequent-*
ly told on the sanie coin. It is prôbbbe that a]-
meat the only portraits we bave of the ancients are
wbat mav be seen on aricient coins that havc coe
dewn to'us. It is very aingular that wvhen they
could stamp on coppar, silver and gold the naines
of kînga, that the art- of printing wap not known
till witbin less than five hundred years. An im-
mense number of ancient coins are preserved in
museuma in Europe. They are valuabla records
6f past hisitory. Thay are in fact prianted books, on
whose surfaces are atampad the records of a past
age.. It i8 said that ancient Roman coins are still
in circulation in Spain. They have become wern
amooth and thin by time.

Many cf the oparations in nature are invisible
te us. If we place a dish of water in the wiudow
cf a Warmn rooni, it will ail disappear in a few
heurs witheut any visible change whatever, Par-
ticle by partîcle, far tee amaîl te be seen witb tha


