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THE SITUATION.

On the three questions submitted to the Common
a“: I]DDivisiona\l Court as to the rights of the Niagara
tower Company under their contract with the
pa‘;tarlo Government, the decision is in favor of the com-
Witlz.th The company'had not f.ully fulﬁlleq its bargain
Power be Gov.ernment in developing a certain amount of
their | Y a given dz'lte,. and the quest‘lon was whether, by
questiapses, all their rights were forfeited. The first two
f°l’feitoss. were ‘whether the r1g¥1ts of the company were
in pa:t ; the thqu was whe.ther, if the company had failed
relieyeg ;0 fulfil 1ts' bafgam, the Government could be
rom the obligation it had assumed towards them.
s:)he answers were in the negative. There must surely
part :;et:leans of comp.elling the company to carry out its
Of thg e ag_reemen? in a reasonable time. .Agreements
upon ; ind Wl.th forellgners 'are apt, c'm occasion, to verge
at Wi?;ernatlo‘nal difficulties. A kindred agreement is
at it v American lumberers. Most'of us can now see
cen fip 0111@ have been better to avoid both, if that had
ancially feasible.

Pley

a leCtI:r the opinion Qf Sir Ri‘chard Temple, made public in
Not get ih(’n t'he Indian .fro'ntler, t}.le reason why France did
Xpeditio € aid of Russia lp h.er dispute over the Marchand
ritain in,Iwa.s that Russxa is not ready to atta.ck Great
ussia ’isn ndlla. Of his own knowled.ge, he m.enuoned that
fghan f sending ofﬁceFS to gather information about the
oing th (1>(1'_ltler. He might have added that she has been
or the ins m_d of work for along time, and that distinct pla.ms
Officerg ?;‘On of India have been drawn up by Russian
acc(,un.t of they l‘lave r‘mt_ 'been acted upon, dou.bt]ess.on
Culties y}; he fjlfﬁcultles. in the way of execution; diffi-
of R“Ssianc W}ll be considerably reduced when the system
Pleteq railways, now under construction, is com-
Obje(;t, Sir Iei .COnsttflcFlon'of these roads with a m%lltary
' Englang ichard is justified as regarding as unfriendly
€ at KanciahHe thinks the. collision, when it comes, will
ilke believe ar, a post w‘hlch, by the way, Sir Charlefs
icharg thini 't was unwise for England to retain. Sir
Y one of st certain that the invasion would be made
a thirq p es which he mentions; there is, however,
of which he takes no account. These

.
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dangers and the necessity of preparing for them makes it
impossible, as Lord Salisbury remarked the other day, for
England to go to war for secondary objects. France,
knowing this, takes advantage of the fact to pursue a
policy of irritation on minor matters in different parts
of the world.

During the season of navigation; getting to the Klon-
dike has become a 'less serious enterprise. You get to
Skaguay, Mr. ]J. B. Tyrrell, in a lecture, tells us, in a com-
fortable steamer ; thence one can reach the summit of the
White Pass by rail ; next spring he will be able to go by
that means of conveyance to Lake Bennett, a distance of

‘40 miles ; and from the head of the Yukon river, he will

be able to go by steamer nearly all the way to Dawson

| city. Major Walsh recommends that the reserved govern-

ment mining lots be sold at auction. The wisdom of this

course is open to serious question.

The need of additional elevator accommodation at
Montreal is just now engaging attention. By whom are
they to be built? By the Government or by private
enterprise? Because the Government built elevators at
Halifax and St. John in connection with their system of
railways, there are people who argue that they should also
build them at Montreal. Private capital one would
naturally think, when we consider what it has done in the
way of building elevators at Buffalo, should naturally be
jealous of being supplanted by Government. When the
question comes to be reduced to one of influence, if ever it
does, it will be necessary for the Government to proceed
on some rule of action, which shall be just to all sections
of the country. Build elevators everywhere it cannot, and
nowhere where the necessary enterprise is found would it
be likely to be asked. It is not the business of the Govern-
ment to make expenditures to put money into the pockets
of individuals. Ifit is to build elevators at Montreal it
will, in spite of the supposed precedents named, enter on a
new policy ; that policy, if adopted at all, should be based
on the prudential rule of looking to a full return on the
capital expended.

It turns out, unfortunately, that the remnant of the
forces of the Khalifa is sufficient to necessitate another
campaign to complete the conquest. This enterprise will
bave to be performed under the difficulties which attend a
long march in the desert without the aid of water and
where armed steamers must be dispensed with. Five
thousand Soudanese are to be utilized in this enterprise,
after undergoing proper training. The Khalifa is reported
to be a distance of 1,000 miles west of the Nile. Mecan-
while a rumpus is being raised in England over the
character of the school which General Kitchener has
undertaken to establish at the scene of his great
conquest in commemoration of General Gordon. Those
who contend that it should be distinctly Christian,
and who are utilizing the name of a sister of General
Gordon to give force to their opposition, take no note of
the fact that the pupils will be Mahometans, and that the
worst way to succeed with them would be by the use of
forcible or arbitrary methods. Fortunately these people
can enjoy their opposition without endangering the success
of the project, which is already assured, a larger sum than
General Kitchener originally named being already
obtained. The subscriptions are still going on, and other
places besides the Mother Country, including Canada, are
being heard from. Turks after winning a battle have been
known to establish a commemorative school on the prin-
ciple of exclusiveness. Christians ought to be able to do
something better than this.



