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THE SITUATION.

r anew element has interposed, at a
'al a moment, in the tariff question.

The farners, under the name of Patrons
'he 'ndstry have come forward to say thatthey Want free Indian corn ; that the dutyfreed uPon this grain interferes with their
theedon of action and is a hindrance rather
havn a help to their prosperity. They
dele copied the practice of sending a
e"Iegation to Ottawa to make their wishes
Parl. • For a long time past, members of
fartam ent have been speaking in the
thner.. name, to the same effect ; but

r right to do so was not generally
thnize The corn tax was put on forthe befit of the Canadian fariner. The
j thsed beneficiary turns rcund and ob.
fed that the tax prevents his purchasing
to hfr bis cattle, and is really injurions

h e asks its removal for a reason
pt rverse of that for which it was
dPutn and has been sustained. When awptation takes this ground, the question

quest suggests itself is, whether the re.
of thresented fairly represents the wishes

be i armers of Canada; if it does, it will
m Ond . ble to refuse it. The demand
a tae i8 very different from a request that
bee al be put on something for the

demnae - those Who ask it. The farmers'
a4y one l not one that can possibly injure

r a se' it is simply for the right oft he fa in carrying on the business ofa.rmn India ,.lit Indian corn is grown chiefly in
thi re6d area of country, and outside of
the tar f0 Opposition to the removal of
has defenaed be anticipated. If the tax
befet it ders among those for whose

ostensibly exists, they will doubt.
arr'era to make themselves heard.tion, b are not unanimous on the ques-
but it is probable that a majority

e removal of the tax.
On the bi '

of dmin de twinea question the Patrons
ry have taken a stand which is

novel, if not unprecedented. After organiz.
ing a company for the manufacture of
binder twine, of which it produces three
and a half tons a day, they send a deputa-
tion to Ottawa to ask that the duty on
that product may be removed. They do
this in spite of the fact that they have
$170,000 at stake in the factory. If the
men who ask the removal of the duty are
identical with these manufacturers, or fair
representatives of them, they have a double
right to be heard. They are willing to
take the risk of imperiling the manufactur-
ing capital, the chance of being squeezed
by a foreign monopoly if their request be
granted. They might find some legitimate
protection in the provision of law which
requires imports to be rated for duty at
the market value in the country whence
they come. If the law is properly enforced,
they would be ensured against the effects
of unrestrained commercial war. Whether
the Patrons of Industry are acting a wise
part, as manufacturers, it is for themselves
to determine, as well as the previous ques-
tion, whether it was prudent for them to
enter the lists of manufacturers at all.
The anomaly of their double position is
their own affair. They are entitled to
credit for their freedom from illegitimate
selfishness; their business shrewdness, or
the want of it, muet be left to the vindica-
tion or condemnation of time. The Patrons
of Industry, acting as manufacturers, may
have some advantage over others in the
facility. of distribution, and this may be
sufficient to enable them to meet success-
fully competition from whatever quarter it
may come.

If the farmers, breaking loose from party
ties, take a stand on the tarif question,
their influence will not be inconsiderable.
Acting in their capacity of Patrons of In-
dustry, they make it plain to the Govern.
ment that they desire the removal of the
duties on coal oil, binder twine, corn and
fencing wire. Fencing wire, binder twine,
and corn are materials which aid the pro-
ducts of the farm; coal oil is an article of
personal consumption. The first three
occupy nearly the same place that raw
materials do in the factory, and may fairly
claim the same exceptional treatment.
The coal oil, too, has some affinity to the
old English tax on windows, and must be
classed as obuoxious. Its total repeal in-
volves other considerations; it cannot be
regarded as standing on the same ground
as the other three articles. The Patrons
cannot be said to have made any unreason-
able demands, though that about coal oil
comes nearest to this description. The
farmers have it in their power to effect
considerable changes in the tariff, if they
agree among themselves as to what they
want. Their influence is an element on
which both manufacturers and the Govern-
ment will have to count. They will have
to look ont for the political foxes, who,
whatever they may say, are in search of
the fleece; and will do well studiously to
avoid all unreasonable demands. They have
not made a bad beginning, and if they act
with prudence, they can make their influ-
ence feit in the remodelling of the tariff, to
an extent which ha. n)t been so far antici-

ated.

President Harrison has issued a proclama.
tion removing the toll on Canadian vessels
and produce passing through the Sault Ste.
Marie canal. This is done in response to
the removal by Canada of the discrimina.
tion against the Oswego route.

As a means of meeting the objections
made in England that Canada does not
take sufficient precautions to prevent the
introduction.of pleuro-pneumonia from the
United States, a ninety days quarantine of
Ameuican cattle has been decreed, and the
edict was put into force on Saturday last.
It is doubtful whether even this will open
British ports to our store cattle.

Montreal, through a strong deputation,
has asked the Government for $1,500,000
for the improvement of ber harbor. The
bulk of the sum named is asked as a re-
payment of money advanced by the city,
in one form or another. The Premier
promised that the Government would do
what it could, and there is a disposition to
believe that the request will be granted.

Once more, the Alaska sealing arrange.
ment between Great Britain and the United
States, which is doing duty pending the
settlement of the sealing question, has
been renewed. The delay, which is inevit-
able, suits the United States better than
Canada. Meanwhile, Great Britain is pay.
ing some damages to claimants who suf-
fered from the sudden restriction on their
liberty of action. It is a comfort to think
that the respective rights of all interested
in this sealing business will soon be de.
clared by an authority which will set all
disputed questions at rest.

The commercial treaty entered into be-
tween France and Canada has caused
Canadian wine producers to ask the Gov.
ernment not to discriminate against them.
French clarets are usually rated for duty
at an alcoholic strength of 18 per cent.
This strength is sometimes derived in part
from the addition of alcohol, which the
French wine maker is allowed to use
without the payment of duty. Canadian
manufacturers of wine ask the same privi.
lege. Much cheap 'vine is made in France
from ingredients in which the grape does
not play a large part; it is not altogether
innocuous, and its consumption here is not
worthy of encouragement. The increase
of its consumption in Canada could not be
contemplated with satisfaction. A marked
distinction between the fabricated wines
and true clarets exists, and should not be

forgotten in any legislation necessary for
giving effect to the new treaty.

Mr. Erastus Wiman has received 800
American newspapers containing com-
ments on relations between the Republic
and Canada; and here is the result of his
reading: "They urge that the most ex-
treme measures and exactions of the Mc-
Kinley Bill should be continued in the
expectation that Canada will be driven to
political union. They plead for the most
radical steps against Canadian railroads, in
order to convert the transportation mag-
nates into annexationists, and to commer-
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