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since when The Chronicle printed its terrible
exposure of the dismantled and worthless
condition of Quebec’s defences, and when it
frankly intimated that this ternble state of
affairs was well known to many of our mili-
tary men, but that they were obliged to keep
their mouths shut owing to the system of
official intimidation practised at Ottawa from
which they suffer. This is a pretty condition
of things, surely, and it is certainly time to
change it with a vengeance. As itis, we be-
lieve that, if war were to break out to-morrow
between England and the United States,
which is not at all beyond the range of possi-
bility, we would be caught utterly unprepar-
ed, though upwards of thirty millions have
been spent, squandered would be the better
word, upon our mulitia within the last
twenty years. We could not put one single
battalion of men in the field properly
clothed, properly equipped and, last but not
least, properly armed, to cope with a modern
enemy. This is a desperate state of affairs
to contemplate, but it 1s doubly aggravated
by the reflection that the same evidences of
criminal neglect, incapacity and dry rot pre-
vail in every arm and branch of the Service,
and that, unless radical measures are taken
before long and a clean sweep made of
pompous incompetents who control the De-
partment and their pets all over, we shall be
exposed to have the large vote of money
which the Government proposes to ask from
Parliament to put our defences in an efficient
state frittered away again to no good pur-
nose. As already stated, our cartridge fac-
tory, like everything else, has suffered and 15
suffering from the unfitness for their respons-
ible positions of these jacks-ip-oftice at Ot-
tawa. They have no more idea of prompt
action, of taking time by the forelock, than
they have of the hieroglyphics of the ancient
Egyptians or Chaldeans. You could no
more get a hustle on them than you could
upon so many snails, even if an armed foe
were upon our soil, and their dilatoriness
and red-tapesism, and not any fault in our
cartridge factory itself or its staff,are direct-
ly responsible for the false reports and the
wrong impression about it which have gone
abroad to our injury and against which, in
the nauie of truth and justice, we must em-
phatically protest. As an establishment, it
is perfectly adequate to do all the work re-
quired of it. Its equipment is sufficient for
the purpose, and all the orders that have
been received have been promptly and satis-
factorily filled. But the trouble lies in the
fact that, owing to the accursed spint of
indifference, laziness or want of ordinary
business tact which prevails in the Depart-
ment at Ottawa, these orders are kept back
or not sent in till the very last moment, till
the very eve almost of the occasions when
the ammunition is wanted. The result is as
may be imagined. They are not miracle
workers at the cartridge factory. It takes a
certain amount of time to manufacture quan-
tiies of ammumtion, and 1t is therefore not
surprising that the filling of orders so re-
ceived should be sometimes behina and give
a color of foundation for the injurious reports
that are being circulated with regard to it
But for these the real blame lies at Ottawa
and not at Quebec, and the sooner this
truth is proclaimed and knownthe better 1t
will be for our military defences and the
Dominion. Take, for instance, the new rifle
with which our muilitia are to be armed, and
which is said to be now fully decided upon.
Now, if these militia heads at Ottawa had
any gumption whatever, they would give the
order at once to get the ammunition ready

for it, but the probability is that it will be six
montbs after the weapon is in the hands of
our volunteers that they will wake up to the
necessity of providing it, and then if it is not
manufactured like greased lightning and
ready on the spot 1t will be in order to throw
the entire blame on the cartridge factory.
The fact, as already said, is that the Militia
Department is a close corporation, a rotten
borough, which must be broken up, an
Augean stable, which must be thoroughly
cleaned out, before any good can be expect-
ed from it. We are living in dangerous and
critical times, and, like the Duke of Cam-
bridge at the head of the British army, all
the worthless old fossils connected with our
military system should be retired without
further delay and removed as nuisan-es out
of the way. Their usefulness 1s gone.

SPECIAL DESIGNS IN BUTTONS.

Corps, military outftters, and others, may
now purchase mthitarv buttons of ail kinds in
Canada. Thomas Carlyle, the big button
manufacturer, of Birmingham, Eng., 1s now
represented in Canada by Walker Bros.,
Victoria square, Montreal. They carry a
stock of all staple buttons, and a number of
regimental designs. Corps wishing to have
their own special designs 1n buttons can get
estimates by corresponding with them.

“Odol” in Europeis used largely by army
officers and the educated and refined world
at large. Every woman of fashion and taste
knows what it is, and most use it. The
name, though strange to us, 1s as well known
in large European centres as the Grand
Trunk Railway is to us here.

Canadian Military Gazette Hotel Directory.

ONDON-THE LANGHAM HOTEIL, REGENT

St. and Portland Place, W, for the Army and Navy,

and families.  This hotel is one of the finest in Fagland.
every modern improvement 5 moderate tarift,

ONTREAL--THE ST. LAWRENCE HALL IS

centrally located and the most liberally managed

hotel in Canada.  Rates from $2.50 1o $400 per day.
Henry Hogan, Proprictor.

ABERDEEN

The Leading Cigar

Auan Live Rovat Man Seamsuips

From From From
Liverpool. Steamships. Portland, Halifax.
9 Aul, Lawrentian, ... 28 Anl. e
From From From
Liverpool. Montreal, Quebee,
16 April Mongoliam.. ... .. 2 May 2 May
23 Apiil  Savdinian ., 9 May 10 May
30 April Numidian . 16 May 16 May
7 May Pinisian ... Lo 2 May 24 May
14 May TLanwrentian ... 30 May 30 May
2 May Mongolian ............ 6 June G June

RATES OF PASSAGE -CABIN.
250 and upwards Single ; S100 and upwards Return. Second
Cabin, 30 Single ; Return, $535.

All the staterooms are sitwated near the central part of
the ship, and are on the saloon deck, thus secaring great.
steadiness and perfect ventilation.  The steamers are titted
thronghout with the incandescent  electrie light and are
heatedl by stewm,
mation apply to

HO& AL ALLAN, Mantreal, Boston or Philadelphia,

For freight, passage or arther infor-

Military Books

Cavaley Dl Volso 1, ML TH b, $1 20
Gareison Artillery Drill, Vols, T and 1, each ... o %0
Freld Avtillery Drill, 18030 oo 0 40
Queen’s Regulations, 1893 v 65
Infantey Il O 40

Manual Firing and Bavonet Exercises, with the or-
der of Guard Mounting for the Canadian Mil... o 2o
Gordon's Company Deill 0 50

Gordon's Battadion Drall o o 63
Otter's Guide, 1384 edition......ooo.., 1 0o
Macpherson's Military Faw. .. 1 oo

FThe Army Book. ... [RTTRTSTRPRPR
Infantry Sword Exercise, 18a5..........
Manual for the Lee-Metford Rifle....oi...

T. C. ELLIOTT

MONTREAL

459 Craig St.

Fall assortment of il Books amd Company and Reyi.
mentad Order Books adways on hand.  Price Lists on ap-

A HOME
FAVORITE

When you tind o whiskey popular in its
own home, its good whiskey.,  'Fhis is
the case with

MITCHELL'S

Scoteh Whiskey

The Scoteimen know it well  they
like it well they call it the ** Wine
of the Country.”

LAPORTE, MARTIN & CIE.

72 8t. Peter St., Montreal

alt!

It is sometimes necessary to come
to a standstill and consider the con-
dition of your health. . . . .

KEEP YOURSELF IN CONDITION

As well as your accoutroments.

There is no better way than to take

\-’

Johnston’s Fluid Beef 1t strengthens




