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“«117 IS DEAD, TIIE MARSEILLAISE"”

BY DR. THUNMAR DUNN ENGLISH.
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The most irying thing about Uneie Ted war
his resemblanee to his brother. It was sulli-
clently disugrecable to have an old man with
tastes <o low and habits so onpleasant fstened
apon the fumily at all; but Lo see, Rl 0 kKnow
all xuw, I this person the LetWer Bgare, aml the
LetMer features, aml all the LeMer peeullaritios
to Lhe very tinger-nadls, was a misfortune whteh
denmnded the whole of that fortitide of which
the bimily motto boasted,

Al attempts at refotining Unele Fed had loiy
ginee been sgbvinloned, Tlis brother, the doctor,
had now grown aceustomed to silenee the com-
pliviies of bis wite gnd ehdldren by halfereproneh-
ful reninders of that complete and faad release
which the whitenlng bair and batterad frame
seemetd to prophesy wis nenr at hand, No other
comtor! concerning the old man presented lself;
aud even Wis, stugeested by his appoarance and
sonetimeos pnbiling psimd, was nunde fedut ol
doubtfil by his god appetite, lomg walks, nhd
enrly hours,

Unele Ted had for years subgnitted nmself to
abject dependenes on his hrother. He could naot
waork, le could not cope witly stenbgers,  [Tunue
merable were the situations his brother had ob-
tained for him, and the wardrobes Mres, Lefller
with wiilftg fingers ol prepared, aod the de-
partures that Unele Ted lued made; but swifl
had heen the returm on ecael oceasion, patluic
Lhe tnle, Irresistible the prayer 1o be nllowe! to
stay.

The dactor eonthnual his ellorts from time to
time: but, fdmding them always followed by the
same results, and tindiong also that asthe wdlold
form aml noble-lnoking, helfevacant fiee grew
more il more like his father's It became more
and more difticult for hlm to foree him trom un.
der his roof,  The doctor, therejore, had settled
10 his ownonind, sand made the fuomily aware,
he shoulld no! agaln seck o situation for Unele
Ted nuntil he was compelled to plice bim in that
from which return is impossible,

ITe was cevtainly n formidable jncumbranee
—one whont 16 was ns impossible to conceal
from soclety ux i was 10 expeet soejety Lo re-
cetve. ‘T'hough his peentinr habits rendered it
necessury for him to e banishad from the room
on the arrival of visitors, no one could be sure
he woukl not cotte baek for hils nleee's worke
basket, or one of bis enormons siippers dropped
in his preelpitate rervead, aoml in scaveh of which
all the hudies would have to rise, and turn about,
and look under theic ehulrs, while the doctor
and Mrs, Leftler staomd in sick, stulling patlence;
and unele bowed, il apologized, aid uttered
most absurd compliments, and wmnde—as hils
nieces afterward woulld declave—n ¢ fearful ex-
hibition” of himself.

Unele Ted was full or admicmtion {or these
njeces, but they .wers searcely able to appre-
clate his high opliion of them, thelr hennty,
elegunee, and necomplishments, since he was
in the habit of confiding his opinion to the foot-
man and the conk, who were kept well informed
by bhn as to the conguests ol matrimoninl
chanees of the young ladies; aml, hudeed, g to
mostof the fumlly nfTuirs, private or otherwise,
withh which he might happen to become ae-
quainted.

IL was no longerof any use trying tokeep him
from tnlking to the servants, Who else could
or would talk to him ?  Ills brother had done
his utmaat to frighten and persuade him out of
the babit, had inststed ou cach member of the
fmmlly devoting an hour a day to him, thutl he
wight not be driven to this extremity., But all
wus of no use., Uncle Terl was tiresome, and
futled to keep his appointments, The young
peaple were full of thelr own ceares and plen-
sures, or rather of the pleasures which were
thelr eares, The strong youlig wings wearfed
ol trying to fly »o luw as this matmed and de-
arded old eagle; so they left it, and pursued
tlar own bright flight,

Uuele Ted now, therefore, nlmost nnehiddon,
carcicl Ms paper down In the kitchen every
meorning, nnd rend leading artieles to the cook,
wha without ceremony ordered him from place
to pluee, 10 ~uit hor couventenee; white the
Bnsennnid would peep over his shioulder at the
wivernacments, and the footman xit on the
tuhle, disenssing polltics with him, undisgulsed-
Iy pawroniztng, .

The dector could do notlilug but sigh helpless-
1y ux hey, paasing the klichen stalys fora stroll in
the wden, heotd that fine old volew losing every
diuy something of its nobility of tone, and that
pure accent beeoming so uncertaln und vulgar-
fred. ‘L It would have been well for the fu-
mily lsal Lnele Ted confined hix frienaship to
his Ipothers servanis solely. Tily, however,
wis 1ot the coase; for the doctor had 1nore than
once surpriacd him, Lefore brenkist, standing

on the step, leaning against the aren rallings—
Iis skull-eap on the back of his head, his hands
In the poekets of his old dressing-gown—asking
the milkman’s advice on xome detiente famlly
matter, hitherto supposed to have been a se-
eret from (Tnele Ted himself

Lo gently away by his brothier’s trembuling
nrm, and sternly, ¥et entreatingly remonstrated
with 1" the seclusion of the doctor's study, Uncle
Tod defended his conduet on the score of the
milkman’s heing o very remarkable man, a
gentleman under a ¢loud, a person of consider-
able wentnl emlowmoents; amt the interview
woubl be brouzht to nn nbrupt close by anoarn-
st recommendation from Unele Ted that his
friend should Le asked to dinner,

Amang the nurse-mndds in the park, no less
than among his hrother's domestie and trudex-
people, Mr. Edward Lefller was Incessantly dls.
covering some ¢ highly gifted mind,” or some
« ftne nature,” that demanded not only the de-
votlon of lils mornlng hours, during which he
wonhi sit In kprechless or elogquent mdimlration
of the » mind” or 4 nantwe” in question, usunlly
to the cmbarrassement of s owner, and of
some policeman or Wegunrdsman near at hand,
hat, unfortunuately, too often demanded nlso
homnge, In the shape of a sliver thhnble, brooch,
or ribbon, plifersd from the totletie-table of one
of Unele Ted's nieces,

When the fnmnlly went out of town, Uncle
Ted was loft hehind, To ecarry such a disgrace
amony fresh seenes aaud servants was, of course,
out of the guestion; yeb the alternative was a2
serionx one, In fact, it generally happened that,
from the moment of {the family's return to the
maoment ¢f Hs departing again, fresh revelations
were constamtly heing mmde concerning Unele
Ted's peculinr modes of passing Lhis Interval of
separation from hir relatives,

At tirst when the doctor, on opening one after
anoather of his fivorite bDooks, found himsclf pos-
sesset] by ot Ktrong Incellnntion to xneeze, and
tracved this strange effect of its enuse—nnmely,
a few gralns of brown powder sullying nearly
every pnge—he concluded that Uncle Ted had
heen devating his (ime exclusively to sticly dur-
ing the famliy’s absence.  Sandry old volumes
being missing from their plnees, and undiscov-
erable any where elxe, Tinele Ted’s bedroom and
favarite little retreats would be scarched, As to
the volumes themselves, the search would be
i vidn, hut woull result in the inding of niys-
terlous htt)e tiekets bearby: mentionof the mis-
sing books and their wherenbout; and not of
these alone, hut hearing mention also of other
Hitle trifilng articles and their whereabout, Per-
haps the whole amonnt which the exchange of
the things mentioned on the tickets themselves
gjul hrouzht Unele Ted would not be more than

n or twelve shillings.  But the most alarming

thought to the fumily was not, after all, the way
by whirh the money hnd been obtuined, but the
way in whieh it had been spent.
Who could tell for what purpose it had gone ?
Perhapz in wooing to be Mrs, Edward Lefller,
Mra, Wownds, the tobrecontst, a widow with six
chifdren, nnd o person for whom Unele Tedd had
comfessed 1t feeling of no common frichdship,
thrangh her llkeness to n certain Lady Emiy,
hix first love; or perhaps it had purchased n be-
trothal glft for Mrs. Webfoe, the char-woman,
wham the master of thie hotso wus over in fear
of having Introduced to him as bis slster-ju-
law.

It can not be supposed that ‘the discovery of
these tickets could be passed over as easliy ns
Uncle Teds other lttle cceentricities. A sonsp
of unavoktdable but uscless duty compelled tho

cndenvor to nwaken in him someo feelings of
shinme and peuitence; but when, In oberitence
to his stern commend, the tall form npneared,
there was still so much of the old nobility about
it that the doctor felt himself almost overcome
with sluume at the aecusation he had to bring
pgninst him, and his volee would treiable as,
poiuting Lo the tickets on the table, he would say,
¢ Well, Edward, so it hns eome to this, has jt,
agnin 2"
Uincle Ted, though seated in an attitude as
dignified ux his brother's, would gaze on {he
tlekets with the expresslon of a child belng
cliddrlen for a broken toy, and wondering timid-
1y whether the faet of its being rendered useless
ought not to be considered suffteient punishment,
wlithout further interfercnee.

Sametintes, when the doctor's words were
more thun ustally stern and rouslng, when his
eloguence over the family honor enme strongly,
ke the wind from mountain helghts, to this
poor fallen human eagle, he was stirred, would
ruflle his festhers, and *teuggle to sonr to where
he had fullen from. His brother, pnusing for
wanl of breath, would gaze upon him with some
hape, as he saw the thin figure draw ftself sud-
denly upy s It stung, the long hand trembling
nmd hurdedly stroklog the long chin, the fine
blue eyex kindling to somelhing like horror as
they rested on the Lickets; but the very next in.
stant, eatehing sight of his brother's relentlng
eye, Unele Ted would forget every thing but the
fuet that he was about to be forglven and sct
free, and the doctor xaw that he had selzed
upon thut thought with the joyous avidity of n
ehild, though he still tried to keep the corners
of hls mouth drawn down, and an aflfectation of
remaorse in his oyes durlng the rest of the lee-
ture.

When it was over, and the doctorlooked after
his retrenting form, trying (o cover its rellef by
a greater show of Inflrmity than usual, he sighed
to think how uscless it secined even to point out
Lo bim u belter state, sinee it was ko hmpossible
for him to reach it.  Notonly had fate so cast
bhlm down, but hal taken away all by which he
might ever hope to rise—had elipped the wings
which In this world could surely never grow
agnin,  The poor eagle might ruflle Its feathers
andstroggle, but never soar,

It did eontinue to straggle at timeseven while
its decadonee went on so rapldly—when, while
reading hig paper, the house-tnaikd, 1n heranxie-
1y 1o hear of a more eligible situntion, so far for-
got herselfux to Iny her biack-lended fingers on
his shoulder; or when, in the heat of a politienl
discussion, the footman addressed him by an
opprobriously familinr name; or when the cook,
after the fallure of repented hints ns to the kit.
chen fire being needed for other purposes than
tonsting the sole of his slipper by, dropped the
poker aceldentally on his foot: on such aceca-
stons Uncle Ted was seen to change from his
normal state.  The hrlf-startled, mediative look
would come suddenly into his eyes, the long
hand begin stroking the chin with qutek, agit-
ated fingors, the figure draw itself up, and make
its retreut from the kitchien with o dignity that
nccorded but lndlerously with the set of the
ragged and patehed Indian dressing-gown, which
had something of the charucter of the garments
worn by monkeys on barrel-organs.

Theso attempts at flight were very rare, and
of brief durntion, Beforo his friends In the kit-
chen bad enjoyed hlg absenee 8 quarter of an
hour, Uncle Ted would probably be againnmong
them, assisting the offending house-mald to shell
peuse, helping John to spell wut a love-letter
from Lhe countiry, or bowing nt cook’s clbow
with his newly itled snufl-box, and tho request,
4 Madam, obleege me. I have doslred Mrs.
Woaods Lo put In a little more rappee than Scotch
on purpose (0 sult your taste. You will obleoygo
mo "

The gravy or satuce of such a Aay usually
reemed Lo suggest that eook had not spurned the
g raycs, though it might lwve happened sho had

doctor to summon hig brother to his study, ami |

not sufflelenlly recovered her temper to utier
her nccustomed magnanimous reply of— Cert-
Ingly, Mr. Edward, SIr,” while her huge thumb
nmld finger filled his tiny box which he held to-
ward her, perfectly eoncenling his dismay, not
only at so much of its contents belng covered by
the finger and thumbd, but at so much more
belng sentiered nronnd in their efforts to squeese
themselver out of the box ngnin without losing
a graln of what they had secured.

One day It was exceedingly desirable that Un.
cle Ted should be s0 disposed of as to leavo no
dnnger of his Instrusion at u littie dance to take
plnce in honor of his cldest nicce’s engagement,

The taxk had been undertaken by Dr. Lefiler
nt the tearful entreaties of his daughter, who, In
consideration of the high birth and poetie tem-
pernment of her bethroied, implored that he
might be spared the sight of Unele Ted untila
closer intimacy would nllow of some explana-
tlon as to his coudition,

The quecn of the evening was Uncle Ted's
speelnd favorito nnd tho object of his most in-
tense ndmirntion, ISver since he had heard of
the engngement he had been ina state of wild
anxiety tosee the person for whom all those af.
fulrs of Kophy’s, in which hoe bad shown her
sueh lively though Inconvenient sy mpathy, hnul
been brought to ko sudden a termination. Butb
thongh Uncle Ted rushed out into the ares, and
stared up every time he heard a earriage stop at
the house, e had always ns yet mamged to
milss his earvinge ; though he had paced the hall
for half an hour when he kpew him to be in the
house and on the point of taking his departure,
he had been always beguiled away Lefore the
moment came, and Hstened at a distanee to the
bLuoyaunt step nnd volee In Indignant dlrappoint-
ment, Je did at last obinin a sight of him
through the key-hole, and spent some time there
—rushing down overy minute to confide to the
servants his impressions of the bridegroom clect
from his narrow point of view, then rushing
back to it agaln, These Impreseions, unforti-
nately, were such as to malke him more engor
than ever for an Introduction. Countless pleces
of paper were found about the house, tlhio be-
ginning of letters presenting ¢ Mr, Edward
LefMler's compliments to Captlain Aldyee,” and
begging for an Interview at Mra, \Wood's, or at
some other of Uncle Ted’s choleo resorts, at the
eaptain's earllest convenlence, These notes
sadly alnrmed Sophy, who felt suro the writer
was walting his opporlunily to throw one into
the eaptain's earringe, or have it delivered to
him In the honse, as perhape it would be, in her
0Wwn Presciee,

All his efforts fulling, Uncle Ted had of Iate
begun to give woy a little to despordeney. Thls
hud been brought on by a severe cold he had
caught through wulting half an hour iuthe aren
on a fuggy evenlng Jusl to sce the captain’s ear-
ringe Ininps pass by,  He had not been ount for
the last dny or two, to the wonder of sovernl
smnll pensioners of his to whom hie made adally
allowance of hard.bake out of the little money
with which the doetor ventured to trust him for
his snufl,  Ho had passed most of his Lime in
the kitchen, bad been rathier more sllont—
¢« jnopish,” as cook expressed It—and altogether
less gociable than nsual, muttering, when asked
what he would tuke to eat, #ome gloomy allu-
slon to a dry cruat, amd snuppisuly offoring,
when asked whore he would sit, togo Lo the
conl-hole, if his doing so would afford any body
satisfaetion.

Dr. Lefllee found him seated by the fire, and
his first glance at him led him to expect even
more opposition to Sophy’s wishes than he had
anticipated,

“I'm sorry to h‘enr your cold’s worse, Ed-
wanh?” he said, Ina professionul tone. “You
must 170 Lo bed very early.”

To his surprise Uncle Ted answered immedl-
ately.

¢ Yes, Theodore, I think I will go to bed early
to-night.”

1 would, indectd, Edward,” urged the doctor.,

s I think 1'll po now, Theodore,’ declared Un-
cle Ted, rising from his ehair.

¢« Well, I really would,” asrced the doclor,
trying hard not to appear too much relinved.

e begnn to think, as he gave Uncle 'ed his
arm up the stnirs, that he must have forgotten
about the party altogether, but ns he gave him
overto John's eave in the hall he was undecelved
in thizx matter by 1Inele Ted’s observimz quiotly,
as he looked round at the cnmelins and ghts,

¢ 1 shonld like to have scen Sophy when she's
dressed.”

« You shall do sq,” said the doctor. ¢ Bophy
ghall run up and sce you, only you must not
trouble her about anything,  She Is overexciled
ns it is5 yott must not ndd to her excitement by
troubling her in any way,"”

s No, Theodore,” answered Unele Ted, meck-
ty, and after ane dazed, lingering look at the
lights and flowers, passed up tho stuirs with
John,

He kept his word, for when Sophy wenl upto
his little room at the top of the housc, John car-
rying twa eandles before her, and her maid keep-
fng hier dress from touching the floor, Uncle Ted
only ralsed himself on his clbow nnd gnzed at
her il the tears came into his eyes, then helay
down nguln, suying zently,

s« Thank you, Suphy; I'm much obleeged to
you, Sopliy. 1 buaven’t exclted you, have I, So.
phy? Tell your futher I huve not excited you,
my darling.”

Sophy assured him with a conseience-smitien
tenderness, and, throwing him a flower out of
her bouquel, and courtesying with mock solem-
nity nt the door of his little room, luft him by
himself.

Cook had promised to send him someo gruel,
but forgot «ll about it, and he luy fn tho dark
Hstenlng to the purle, and thinking of his dar-
ling, all Jovellness and love, flonting among the
lights and flowers, and of the bright young con-
queror, whom he wns not nllowed to see.

After lying so a long time, he heard John
bowmding up the stalrs to tuke a peepat himself
before utiending at supper,

Uncle Ted ealied to him, but he tripped down
agaln, calling buek enrelessly,

« Can't stop now, Mr. Hedward, Justa-going
Into supper. Lic down and keep warm now, or
wo shall be a-baving brunkcetls set In.,  Be up
directly. Zaw rewore,”

It was about half an hour past midnight whoen
John whispered something to Dr. Lefller that
eaused him to go out of the room and go
straight up to Uncle Ted'’s attie.

The doctor sat down on the edge of his bro-
ther's bed, scarcely knowing for a inoment or
two what it was which had so shaken him—his
sudden aseent of the stalrd, Lhe sight of Unclo
Ted's fuce, of the weak ery with which he had
greeted him.

« Theodore, I will sce him—I'vo a right to sce
him,

« Be quict, Fidward; you shatl seco whom you
Htko; but don’t excite yourself. What i8 the
mnatter? Have you been alono long ?"

Thoe quiet, nnthoritative, professional toneand
manner had some effect.  Unelo Tod Leeamo a
lttle calmer,

Tho doclor gnve John someo dircctions, sent
him down stairs, made an alteration in the ar.
rangement of the pitlows, then sal down aguin
and felt his brother's pulso,

¢ Theodlore.”

« Don't tulk, Edwnrd; don't talk jusl now,”
suld the doctur; s presently will do.”

« No, It wou’t, Thoodore. 1 want to tell you
somncthing.”

# Well, iIf it will rellove you. DBut you must
be very quiot.”

st Theodore, the night father dled—you know
I was nlone, taking enre of tho honse—me and
Mrs. Webfoe. I was out when they brought
him home in o 11t; I was taking o cup of tea at
a frlond’s—cxccliont womun, Theodore—perfect
Indy, though reduced to o mnngle.”

& Don’t excite yourkelf, IZdward, pray,” rald
the doctor, beginning to hiave appntling forebod-
ings as so the actunl exlstence, after all, of the
long-dreaded sister-in-law. « Waoll?”

“ Wo ludl conversed on the subject of your
quarrel with poor fatbor, nnd she joked mo
about being likely to have all {f he should die
before you made It up, and sald that peoplo did
say ho hid made n will In my fuvor, Then they
fetehed e, Theodore—>MMrs, Weobfoe camne in o
cab for me.”

¢ Now youare exelting yourself, Edward.”

« Theadore, he did huve a wlll, leaving all o
me; he put into my huids—t his—this—"

# Be quiet; pray be qulet.’” said the doetor,
halfdreamily, keeping one of his brother's hnnds
as he took the thing they thrust Into hix,

Ho was almost.startled out of his usual insern-
table pulse-feeling expresslon,  llow great and
sudiden 1 change minst hnve come to the poor,
weik, Isoluted mind—all unnotieed—for such an
idea to have found piace and convietion in jt!
Atthat moment a reeotlectlon of his Lrother's
manner when he had rveturned home after his
fther's sudden death enused the doctor to think
over the words he had just heard In an entirely
difterent spirit,

After sitting looking Into his face n minute, he
got up slowly and went to the eatndle with the
pajper Unelo Ted had given him. Thero was no
mistaking it for the very same;wlll whose report-
ed existence, twelve years ngo, had filled his
heart with misgiving and bltterness,

“3What made you do this, 1ddward? How
could you recSive me ns owner of all, snd re—
main yourself almost—God forgive me !—nal-
most peuniless ?  How could you, Isdward ?°

¢« Was I fit to be anything but almost penni-
less, Theaodore 27

¢ Dul why not have told me-—have shared it
with me equally ?” nskod the doetor, with almost
passionate reproach.

Uncle Ted sighed, and shook his head.

“ Ask your own splirit "—he sald “=perit.” In
imltation of cook— Ark your own spirlt, Theo-
dore, You know us well as I dn yon would al.
most have cursed your poor father, Theodore—
you Lkunow you would—and let your children
starve, rather thun let them toueh a peany of
his money so left.  Ah, I knew you, Theodore—
I knew youn. I knew it must be all or nothing,
I says to myself, What am 1? I only want to
see the chlidren happy, and find o home among
‘em, AndI have found n home, and heen a tur-
rable trinl Lo you, Theodore; but it won't be for
long—1I feel it won't be for long, Theodore.”

The doctor sat with his fuace bLuried in his
hands. The story had not startled him.  1le
kuew that such an act was simply natural to
Uncle Ted. There hnd not been the slightest
herolsm about iL; it had been his rasiest course,
and therefore the one most pleazant to him.

« But, Theodore, you wouldn't always let me
sea you happy. Sophy wou’t let me see lLier
nappy; she won't lat me sce young Aldycoe.
It's too bny, that s, Theodore."”

¢ 1 will feieh them,” suld the doctor, huskily ;
« they shall both come up.”

« Stop, Theondore,” crled Unele Ted, with o
vehemence that left him breathiless,

When the doctor renched the bedside, he had
turned his chcek to the pillow, and closed his
eyes.

« Don’t eall ’om,™ he #aid, fainlly, <1 like to
henr the music, nnd o think they're happy.
Don’t make 'em leuveoff for me. I'd rathernot
scc him now. I won't have her mude to leave
ofl duncing, and sct a-erying with her happy
eyes. Not to-nighd, Theodore, Let her danee;
et her bo bappy. Bless her !

After watehing by him some little time, Dr,
Lefller ventured to disxobey the master of the
house so far as to summon his relatives and
Captain Aldyce to his bedside.

Unecle Ted was g0 favorably Improssed hy So-
phy's cholee, that he lett him o verbal introdue-
tion to enrry to his special friend the policeman,
lodging nt Mrs. Womls™s, whose acquaintance he
strongly advised the captuin to ealtlvate.

e passed away at seveno’clock In the morn-
Ing, in the presence of all he loved, nnd looked
on by a Inndingful of honestly regretful eyes.

The Indian dressing-gown was bequenthed 1o
Capiain Aldyce, and now serves as a nursery di-
van, the bright colours of which baby hamls pnt
adoringly. The slippers were lefl to conk, their
owner having observed, heo sald, that she had 2
Cleopntra foot. The smuflthox had so many
claimants thut the doctor, to secttle the matter,
deetded to retain It in his own possession,

ProvINCIAL THEATRICAL AUDIENCES.—In tho small
towns of the agrioulturnl districts still linger somo
remanuts of the old-fashioned audienco of our
fathor’s days. Thoro munngors are still dependent
upon tho patronage of the surrvunding gentry. Upon
the bespoak nights thero aro great gatherings pre-
senting curious studics of character to those uaed to
the dull monotony of town audiences. Lirst and
furamort thero ir tho playgoer who has coansod to fre-
quont the thuntro save on such particular oceasions,
who shakes his head at nll modern acting, and, after
thio play, adjourns to tho bar parlour of tho hotel to
lulcnmi’y sinoke a long pipe, and tell long stories
about the actors of hia youth. ‘Then thore aro the
scrioua people who objeet to such places, and havo
only come beeruse Mr. So-and-So presented them
with tickets : old lndics and gentlemvn of extronoly
sour aspects. wlio nover relax the preparatory iorul
touk with which they awnit tho shocking things they
ara convinced all playe nro filled with, Then there
are tho serious young men of Christinn assoeintions,
nnd the scrinus young Indies who, with much difli-
enlty und nfler many unxiousinquiries aeto whether
there would be anything improper, havo been pro-
vuiled upon to takae tickets in honor of the patron,
but who, in spite of all assurancea to the contrary,
look at firat extremoly uncomfortable, in anticipation
of somothing drendiully wicked coming overy o-
wment ; thnwing, however, gradually into n stuto of
high delight. Nor must wo forgot the ploasant
buxom peoplo who do not visit tho theatre very ofton
but, whou they do, thorvughly enjoy thomnselvos ;
theso nro nlways acdompaniod by hun{‘ny-faced child-
ron, who maka tho house ring with thoir boisterons
merrimont. Bosidos theso, thoro are all tho Misters
and Misses. and Mrs, Somobodys, who go only bo-
oause nll the other Mistors, nnd Missos, and Mrs,
Somebodys go, and tho farmers in the pit, who laugh
until thoy are purple in tho face, at the cmnedy, but
grow uncnsy at the sorious portions of the play—tho
rustios in tho gallory who havo boon trested by tho
masters, who stare at the stage in oponod-nouthed
wondor. And lastly, tho magnato of the night, tho
sir or tho lord, who sits in tho box, surrounded by
bis frionds really ongorlnu tho performance, upon
whomn all eyos aro (requcntly turnod. Of courso
overybody laugha when he laughs, and overybody
applnuds whon hoe avplands, The town-brod may
lnugh nt those unsophisticated pooplo ; but thoro
will bo found amongst them many of tasto and odu-
ention, who would not enduro the slang trash of n
burlosquo, or tho oxciting rubbish of' sonantion
dramns, but who can still_relizh the polishod wit of
our clder playwrights. A notable contrast to this
picture is to be found in tho bratal audioncos of tho
manuluoturing towns of tho midlands and tho north,
into the theatron of which, alwanys oxcopting the
townn, rospoctability soldom ontora. To gratify tho
tasto of a threepenny nnller{. tho most bloodihirsty
of driunas nnd the most etilted of notors must bo
provided, 1 romomber hoaring n north countryman
suni up his praise of an nctor in theso words :—* IEh,
ho'a a foino notor ; look what big logs a's gotl”
Whon Churles Afathows visitod Lhe pottarios, on a
starring ongagoment of two nights, ho wan vogpardoed
by the pit and the gallery us a pusitivo swindlo,
¢ Cull '.Rnl acting Y’ _eriod n fellow, * I wonld
go to see such n mufl again if I was paid for it 1"~

LDark Diue.

2
-

SISTERHOOD.

Mf brain is dizzy and wild,

n tho whirl of tho hurrying stroet ; .

And, oh 1 for tho lolds whoro (o violets smilod,
And the greon grass under my feet.

Llong for a voico that is kind,
And a amnilo that is smilod for my sake,
And I think of the friends [ have [oft bobind,
Till wy heart is ready to break |

Loncly, and poor, and proud,
And a wonman, and nouo to earo !

1 could ery nlond to tho pitiless erowd,
And shrick in my great despair |

\'05. T havo not suffered for bread,

Nor the fire gone vut on my hearth,

nd I bave a bed, and & roof for my hoad,
And n good name #till on the earth |

But. sinful and desolnte one,
Branded andsot apart,

Istand #o near, I ean almost hionr
The throb of your pasrivuito hoaet !

I know how sad you have heon—

1low the voice of temptation is swoet—
Ilow to enter into the path of sin

Is onsy for tired feet!

Do I wonder nt your fall,
Q woman! pour and fair?

If 1 wonder ntall, T womder that aft
Poor women are not ns you aro }

I know that you are not good,
Aud "lis wicked to doas you dn,

But i 1 haed stowd where you have stood,
Woull 1 huave been buetter than you ¥

Whatever of ill you have done,

1t is yours, net mine ; and L own
Iamuot the sinlesy uno

Lunt sheuld duro to east the Grag atono.

TWICE AN APRIL FOOL.

HY 3. ANNIE FROST,

«Whal are you dolng, Bert 2

erbert Irnton lovkerll up from his occupa-
tion. IIe had been earefully penning n few
Hues upon a sheet of snowy paper, and evidently
trying to dizgulse his hand-writins.

u Copy thutl for me, that's o gowd fellow, and
T witl tefl you all nbout 1"

s Give me your pen and a fresh sheet of
paper,” replicd Mark Leslie, his rriend, and in
a few moments hie tossed over the result of his
1abors,

« Now direet this cuvelope to Iferbert Ireton,
Esq.”’

s Yourself "

« No, 20, Klm Raw.”

« Ot your uncle.”

e Now, 1 will fuld and senl thls, and then tell
you about it.”

« Read It, and see If it is all right.”

Deran 8 :—Will you oblize mie by aceepting
a hnmper of Jive gume, which 1 wlll send (o
your reshdonee this afternocon?

Yours truly, A. . RiLFoOI.,
At 1, 1850,

« All rlght, Do you know my uncle, Mark?”

« [ have heard you spenk of him as nn oll
bachelor of rather crusty temper, who resides
with nmalden slster ns eross as himself,"”

« Correct, as far as it goes.  Unelo Ierbert,
for whom | was tamed, Is not so very old, nbout
forty yoears of age, and Aunt Mattie is tive years
older ; bat they have lived alone so many years
that all the mllk of human kindness Is being
curdled In thelr velns,  Sister Amelin and my-
self hnve come 10 the conetuslon that it 1= thie
they were conxed onb of thelr sectuslon, nnd,
with mother's permission, we are going to try
our luck as doctors for the mind diseaserl.  Last
manth our washerwomuan died, leaving a bahy
six months old, it precty dhte gied, bhright and
netive, but, nlns ! the eleventh blessing in the
fumily. ller father has glndly consented to let
us have her. Mother and Amelin have made
her abumlance of clothing, aud we ara going
to pack tier tn a hamper, and seid her to unele
1lerbert. Wall, my ittle bhrother, nine years
old, is ernzy to Le the messenger, mxd, after
dark this evening, he and 1 will earry the
hamper, sending the note by mall this morn-
ing."”

s« Sure enongh It g April Fool's Day!  But
suppose  your uncle won't aceept his live
game?”

« Mothier and Amelin will take her.—They
will prabably have the most eare of her at any
rnte. Aunt Mattie was salways very kimd 1o us,
and molher thinks she will be perfeetly happy
to have a baby to pet, now Wall {s oulgrowing
Jumplng-Jaeks and nine ping,  She i always
Inmenting that he s not s glel, amd over since
futher died hask been Iavish of pennles and swect-
ments fur the young xeamp,”

& If you want to get that preelous document
in this morning's mail, itis thine youstarted 11,
said Mark, and the two young men strolted out.
togethier (nthe post otlice.

No. 29 Ehn Row was n lovely honwe, situated
aboud five mlles from the heart of the eity, but
enslly accessible by stage or carringe, It was
not a very Iarge house, a cottage in style, but
substantially bultt, nnd finikhed with every eon-
venience and comfort tuxte counld suggest or
money proenre. The faney stable aecommaod-
ated & cow ns well as the two sleek horses and
mmily carriage, and ahout the whote establish-
ment there hung the air of stnid respectability
that will hover around stngle people fio loner
young. The only breck upon the quiel mono-
tony of the house was when the threo yotung
Irctons—1lerbert, Amelin, nud Walter—cume
to visit thelr uneleand aunt, which was not very
often, as they were averse to Lhe rather sirict
rules regarding tlowers, rrult, and the uxe of the
best furniture.

Mr. nud Miss Ireton, If truth must be told,
although fond of thelr Lrother's widow and the
children, only half enjoyed any brenk in the
enlin monotony of their oxistence; and oven
Walter, hig aunt's favorite, wns watched with
torrified oyes when near his uncle’s library, or

sufMicient for the happiness of the gentleman;
and birds, rabbits, eats, and goldfiish for that of
tho lndy. They lived in perfoct harmony, each
glving full scope to his or her peculiaritles, and
cach hnving an ample Income for their own
comforts and many aetr of charity; for they
were kindhearted, oven If in thelr maaner to
thelr gay nephews and nileces found them
formal and precise. On tho momontous first of
Apri), when such importnnt mnchinations
agalingt thelr peaoce wore in progress they wore
scated at lnncheon, enlmly unconsclous of lme-
pending ills, .

Tho gontloman short, stout, and florid, had
been superintending his gardenor in some hov-
tienlturnl mystories; and the Indy, nlso short,
stout, and florid, had been fnishingan eliborato
plece of embroidery destined to cover a palr of
ottomans for the drawlng room. The conver-
sntion naturally turned npon thelr occupntions,
and Miss Mattio srid, half sighingt—
¢ Sistor Graco and the obildren are coming
to-morrow to pass tho day, Horbert”—Litt.c
did thoy guoss tho roasons for tho Droposcd
visit,
s«Dear mo! I hope thut young Sewmp
Walter will lob my young pear-trees shoene,

He almost ruined tbe apricots lust your wilh

his nunl's pets.—Books were tho compnnions

11




