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CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

VOL. XIX.

PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS LORDSHIP T
BISHUP OF MONTREAL,

Pablisbing the Apostnlic Letter of Oar Holy Fither
Pope Pius TX. to the Protestants and otter Non-
Oatbolics.

loxaTivs Broresr by the Grace of Gaod and the
favor of the Anoatnlic See Bisbop of Movutreal Ag-
gistant at the Pontifieal Throoe.

To the Secular and Regular Clargy, the Religious
Communuities, neg all the Faitbfal of Qar Diocese,
Health and Blezsing in Our Lord.

§ 1.— PREAMBLE.

Opn the thirteenth of September last, Our
Holy Father the Pope addressed to our separat-
ed brethren an Apostolic Letter breathing
nothing but charity, to iowite them to seek the
true religion, in order to profit by the (Bcumeri-
cal Council which he cooveked on the twenty-
ninth of June last. This Letter bas been sent
to Us, D. B. B,, in order that we may take
some means by which those, who, living cutside
of the fold of Jesus Christ, cannot hear the voice
of His Vicar upon earth, may be made acquamt-
ed with the Pastor of the who'e Catholic Church.
‘Wherefore, after carefully considering the mat-
ter in the presence of God, we bave judged it
our duty to make use of youall, D. B. B, to
bring this mmportant Letter to the knowledge of
those to whom it 18 directly addressed. Tu con-
sequence thereof, We cause 1t lo be published in
all the churches of this I):ocese, charging you,
D. B. B,, to be the faithful ioterpreters of the
sentiments which sunimate our common ¥ather
towards brethren whom we all love mn Jesus
Cbrist. 'This means has appeared to us the
most proper for attainiog an ohject so desirable
for all the ehildren of the Churcbh.

For many of them hive 1 our midst : they are
your neighhors, your friends, your fellow citizens
your associates, your patrous er your clients, aod
perhaps even your near relatives. It follows
therefore, that you have intimate relations with
them, more or less frequeatly, either on account
of business. or on account of politeness, friend
ship and civility.

Amid this infercourse, it 1s quite natural that
you should speak to them of our grand beautiful
ceremontes and of the instructions which are
giver 1n our churches, By this means you ex-
cite 1n them a laudable curiosity which induces
them to come and see what is done, and to hear
what 19 said at our religious assemblies. There
are, fartbermore, many among them wha like to
hear the word of God, and who feel themselves
interiorly attracted towards the religion of their
forefathers. Besides, they are tired at seemng
themselves contnually fluctuating amd the doc-
trives which change hke the wind, and which,
consequently, are unable to satisfy the hearts of
those who seek the trath with sincenty.

Oa the otier hand, God who bas created them
like ourselves to his own image, and redeemed
them at the price of bis blood in order to give
them eternal bappiness, does vot fail, in His in-
finite goodness to wara them interiorly, that thev
are on a false road, walking in the way of érror;
and that they ought to seek the truth which
alore van produce them peace of heart,

If then, D. B. B., you tell them that Our
Holy Father the Pope, whose name is so glort-
ous throughout the whole world, bas addressed
them 2 Letter which breathes naugbt but love
and chanty ; and that w all the thurehes, this
admirable document '1s read; may we not pre-
sume that they will like to bear it read and ex
plained by your pastors, and even to procure
themselves copies of 1t, in order to examme it
more attentively i private.

The mission you bave to fulfil, D. B. B., 15
very simple, but also very importaant, it you seri-
ously consider it. Ifor you are charged to col-
lect wilh religious respect, the words which fall
from the moutb of the Church’s common Father,
to be penetrated with them yourselves, in orcer
to transmit them to brethren whom you love,
but whose errors you deeply deplore. You thus
become echoes of that mysterious voice, which
pronounces so many oracles, makes known so
many truths and spreads ahroad so many flames
of divine charity, for the salvation of countless
millions of souls.

For this end, it behoves you to be well ac-
quainted with this Letter, which contains the
grand priaciples upon which repose all the solidity
anc harmony of our holy religion. Yeu will
therefore make it a duty lo study it carefully, by
listening attentively to the instructions which
will be given to you upon 1t, by reading for
yourselves this solemn appeal of the best of Fa.
thers to cherished children, whose loss he bitterly
regrets, and by contemplating in it, the immens'y
of the purest charity with which it overflows, 10
order 1o let us see the length and the depth and
the width of his fatherly love.

There 18 here question, note il well, D. B. B,,
of doing everything w our power that this Apos-
toltc Letter may not be a dead Letter. Now
it would be one, were it to pass unperceived : if
nobodv spoke of it; if it did not come to the
kncwled e of those whom it ought to warn that

E !they are

walking 10 a bad way ; if it were not
well understood ; if it did not excite a hvely 1r-
terest, as 13 becoming to a document of such
great importance ; 1f it were pot appreciated as
it oaght to be ; if it were not profected against
false interpretations which will not fail to be
made ; 1f. @ a word, it did not produce, through-
out the whole world, a great movement in the
winds and hearrs of those who call themselves

'the children of God.

But if this Letter were to be only a dead

:Tetter, D. B. B., would it not be a veritable dis-

honor for oer holy religion, a great ignominy for
our commor Father, and a profund humiliation
for ourselves? Uundoubtedly, you all feel this
acutely 1n the innerma-t of your s~uls; and you
resolve to apply.yourselves serionaly to the work,
to reader yourseives capable of fulfilhng the mis.
ston with which you are charged. Reigion ex-
pects of you ihat you will do your duty. Quce
more, 1t is necessary, lbat the Apostolic Letter
addressed to our separated brethrea by Our
Holy Father the Pope, should come to their
knowledge turough the mediam of good Catho~
lics, who will communicate 1t to them by every
means 1n their power, You will therefore listen
with holy avidity, to the istructions which your
zealous pastors will not fai! to give you on the
sabject. Rest assored that the Liord will inspire
them what to say to you on so serious a subject,
and he wil give to yoa the intelligerce you
stand in need of, to seize those principles which
1t is necessary to engrave in all hearts.

Such, dearly belo7ed bretbren, are the princi-
pal reasons which should wflame your zeal, in
order to second the efforts made by the common
Father of the great Christian fanuly, for the con-
version of our dear separated brethren.

Whilst histeming to the Apostolic Letter he
has addressed to them, you will observe, that he
presents himself to them as the successor of St.
Peter, set over the government of tie whole
chureb, and that be calls thewr attention to the
nlimate union which exists between himself and
all the Cathohc Bishops whom be bas convoked
m cerumenical couneil.

Why tben, D. B, B., this preamvle? Ts it
because our separated bretbren ignore that the
reigning Pope is the immortal Pius IX? Cer-
tzinly not ; many of them have seen this admrr-
able Pontiff, bave heard him, bave spokea to him,
have assisted at the grand demonstrations of
which te bas been the object, during his long and
glorious Pontificate ; and it may be affirmed,
that those amoog them who are the most honor-
able on account of their education and their lofry
sentiments, respect his person, admire his wisdom
and love the mildness of his government.

Why then, once more, this preamble? Be-
cause, since the Reformation, thaat is te say, for
more than three bundred years since the ties were
broken which united the forefathers of our se-
parated brethren with the Holy See, the Pope
has hardly been koown to them save under the
name of Aotichrist ; and Rome, the eapital of
his empire, as & veritable Babyloa.

It was therefore necessary, on making them
bear his voice as Pastor and Father, for the first
time since that unfortunate and fatal epoch, he
should officially inform them that he truly oc-
cupies the chair of St. Peter; that De governs
the Cburch with all the authority whieh Our
Lord Him<elf has given unto bim: that all the
Catbolic Bishops recogaise nm as their chief ;
that they would soon arrive in Rome, there to
hold o grand Council; and that he calis them
also thither, that they may derive the most nre-
cious advantages from the Council.

With these gene:al observations, you will per
fectly enter mto the meaning of this beautiful snd
admirable Letter of which the following is the
preamble.

§ 2.—Molives for the Convocation of the Fu—
ture (Ecumenical Council.

Apostolic Letter of Our Holy Father Pepe Pics
1X., to all the Protestants and other Noo—
Cathalics.

PI1US IX.

- #®You are already aware, that bhaving been
raised 1n spite of Our uoworthioess, to this chair
of Peter, placed consequently over the supreme
government of the entire Catholic Charch, aud
dirmely entrusted with its preservation by Our
Lord Jesus Christ thmself, We bave judged
fiting to call to Our presence Our Venerable
Broihers the Bisbops of the whole world, and to
assembie themn v order to ceclebrate, next year,
an (Ecumenical Couscil, so that in concert with
these same Venerable Brothers, called to share
Our soheitude, we may take all the resolutions
which shall seem the most fitting and pecessary,
whetber to dissipate the darkness of so many
fatal errors which daily extend their empire more
and more, and are bemng set loose to the great
loss of souls, or 1o establish daily more and more,
and to increase among the cbristian peoples con-
fided to Our vigilence, the resgo of the true faith,
of justice and of the true peace of God, Firmly

relying on the strict and dear compact of union
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which so admirably attaches uoto us and to this
Holy See, these same Venerable Brothers, who
have never ceased daring the whole course of
Our supreme Poatificate, to give to Us and to
this Holy See the most convincing marks of
their love and respect ; we entertamn a well—
founded hope that the (Ecumenical Counecil, con-
veked by Us in this present century, will, under
the iospiration of divine prace, like tle other
General Councils in past ages, bring forth abun-
dant fruits, a source of happicess, for the greater
glory of God and the eternal salvation of men.”

§ 3.—Marks of the True Church of Jesus
Chbrist.

Sueh, D. B. B., are the first words which
the good shepherd addresses to those of his dear
flack, whom he sees wander:og vutside the fold
of the Lord. Itisia order to prepare thew to
receive those luminous and incontestable truths
which he will propose after this maguificent pre-
amble. For, as you are just gomg to see, he
declares that there can only be one true Church
of Jesus Chrst : that this Church has been built
upon Peter, who 1s hike an immoveible rock by
the immutable stability of her teaching ; that she
is infallible, because hLer dirine founder has pro-
mised to be with her until the end of the world:
that those who wish can always recogmse ber,
hecause she has striking and visible marks which
distingmsh her from othier Churches, being ¢ One,
Holy, Catholic and Apostohe.” This is what
you are going to see, D. B. B, whilst listeniog
to the following words :

¢ Tar this reason, buoyed up by this hope, 1a-
cited and urged on by the ehanty of Gur Lord
Jesus Christ who gave his life for the salvation
of the whole human race, we cannot help, on the
accasion of the future Council, addressing Our
Apostolic and paternal woids to all those who
recognizing the same Jesus Cbrist for their Re-
deemer, and glorying 1o the name of Chrishan,
do not however, profess the true faith of Jesus
Christ and do not follow the Communion of the
Catholic Church. And We do this, in order to
warn them, to conjure them and to beg of them,
with all the ardor of Qur zeal and in all charity,
to consider well and to examine seriously if they
follow the way traced cut by the same Jesus
Christ Our Linrd, and which leads to eternal salva
tion. No one can deny, or call in doubt, that Jesus
Christ himself, 10 order to apply the fruits of his
Redemption to all buman pgenerations, has built
upon Peter, in this world, his uique Church, that
is to say, the ¢ One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church, and that be gave to him all the
pawer pecessary that the deposit of faith might
be preserved inviolate and intact; aand that the
same faith was taught to all peoples, to all races
and to all nations, ia order that all men might,
through baptism, becoine members of his mys—
tical body ; and 1n themn mght always be pre-
served and perfected this new life of grace,
without wuich oo one cas ever merit and obtan
Ife everlastiog ; finally, that this same Church,
which coastiiutes his mystical body, might ever
remain stable and immovable in its own pature
until the consummation of ages ; that she might
live ever blooming and in a coandition to fureish
all ber children with the means of working out
their salvation.”

§ 4.—That none of the Profestant Churches
has the marks of the True Chured of Jesus
Christ,

But 1t was not suffictent for the charity of the
common IFather, to have caused the distinguish-
ing characteristics of the True Chureh of Jesus
Christ to shine in all therr brilliancy, belcre the
eyes of our separated brethren. For, urged on
by ao ardent destre of showing them the road of
truth, which can alone lead to everlasting life, he
clearly shows them that none of the churches
separated from the Roman Church, which alone
18 % Oae, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic,”” can at-
tribute to itseif these glorious priviteges. Tor
they are all divided one from the other, have
nothing stable w their teaghing, are 1n a perpe-
tual fluctuation and change of epinians, have no
authority to cause their symbol of faith to be ad-
mitted by dissentient sects ; whence he concludes,
that the truths -evealed to men by the Redeemer
of maokind, canaot be found in such societies or
religious Congregations.

Oh! how they are to be pitied, betog thus ex-
posed to every wind of doctrive, and tossed
about by the furious tempests of error and lying !
How we ought to fear for all those who are thus
held, the terrible misfortune that awaits them 1f
they continue to sail on thisstormy ocean! You
must not be astonished theo, if the common Fa-
ther, seeing bis children 10 such immient danger
ot perishing eternpally, raises his voice to make
them hear such moving words which so well ex-~
press his fatherly solicstude. ‘This you are going
to see ia the following passage:

“ Now, whosoever wishes to examine with
care and to meditate upon the condition in which
are to be found the difierept religious societies
divided among theraselves and separated.irom the
Catbolic Church, which ever since Our Lord
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Jesus Christ, and bhis Apostles, has always exer—
cised through her legitimate pastors, and still ex-
ercises the divine power which was given to her
by the same Jesus Qar Lord, such a one ought
easily to he convinced, that no one of these so-
cieties, nor all of them together, constitute in
any way, nor are they this Church Oge and Ca.
tholic which Our Lord bhas founded and built,
and which be wished to create.
can fsarthermore affirm 1n any wav, that these
societies are a member, a part of this same
“hurch, since thev are visibly separated from
Catbholic unity, For, such societies bemng de-
prived of that lising authonty established by
God, which especially teaches men the things of
faith and the discipline of morahty which are of
rule in al! that regards eternal salvation ; they
have coostantly varied n their doctrines, and
this chapging and this instability 1 these socie-
ties, never cease. Every ove then, perfectly
understands, every one sees clearly and mabi-
festly, that this is 1o complete opposition with the
Church instituted by Our Lord, since 1n this
Chureh, truth shou'd always remain stable and
ipaccessible to all change, 1 order to preserve
absolutely 1otact the deposit which has been con-
fided to her, and for whose guardianship, the pre-
sence and the assistance of the Holy Ghost have
been promsed her forever.”

§ D.—Trom these divisions wn the Church spring
up deplorable evils in the State.

Aflter exposing, as you have seen, D. B. B,,
the deplorable evils which are caused to Rel-
gton by these f1tal divisions, which rergn among
the Religious devominations separated from the
Tatholie Church, Our common Father descends
to the lamentable disorders whech they produce,
even in the civil societies and governments of the
world,

The touching words which fall on this solemn
occasion, from the mouth of lim whom is the
Inghest Power that exists upon the earth, and
who evidently stands at the head of his age,
prove, once more, that Religion came down from
Heaven with her divioe founder, not only for the
spirttual welfare of souls, but also for the pros-
perity of buman societies. Ob! what happiness
would reign throughout the eatire world, if every-
where, people were sttached to the true Church,
which, eser guded oy the Holy Spint, ceases
not to preach unto man the pecessity of loving
ins fellows, of dowsg no wrong to any one, of
holding revolutions in horror, of obeywg every
established government.

But, D, B. B., on tha! subject, listen to the
Pope bimself, and learn Irom bim to dread the
terr:ble cousequences of the rehgious dissentions,
which threaten, evea at the present day, to over-
turo the whole world, The history of past ages,
like that of the present time, 1s also on hand to
confirm what our Father 13 about to say of the
sad effects produced among all peoples, by dis-
sensions 1n religions matters,

¢ No ore, besides, can be ignoraat of the fact,
that these dissensions about doctrines and opin-
ions have given rise to soctal schisms, these in
their turn kave given birth to commumens and
sects without number, which are every day being
more and more extended to the great detrtment
of Christian and cint society. In fact, whoso-
ever acknowledges that Relig:on 1s the founda
tion of human society, cannot fall to perceive
with wast powerful influence this division of pria-
ciples, this opposition and this conflict of rehgious
socielies among themselves act upon civil society ;
and with what violeoce, this negation of the au-
thority established by God to govern the belief
of the human mwd and to direct the actions of
man, as well 1o his private as n lis sociaf life,
has eogendered, propagated and sustained these
deplorable cbanges in things and times, those
troubles which, at the present day, upset and op-
press nearly every people.”

As you have just seen, D. B. B, O. II. F.
the Pope has placed himself directly 1o face of
all the cburches separated from Rome ; he, as
the successor of St. Peter, the universal Pastor
of the whole Church, the Father of the great
Cbristian family.

He has shown them. that the Catholic Church,
of winch he is the supreme head upon earth, s
the only true Church founded by Jesus Christ,
that she alone has truly the marks of umty, of
sanrtity, of Catholicity and of Apostoheity,
which indicate to serious, reflecting minds, where
they will find the truth; that (o this Church
alone, is preserved intact the deposit of beavenly
truths, with the infaliibility which 13 assured to
her by the presence of the Holy Ghost, who has
been given to assist and govern her 1nvisibly,

Next, passing rapidly in review 31l the deno.
minations which dispute the comparable bonor
of being the true church, he causes them to see,
as ciearly as the sun at mid-day, that this cannot
be the case; for they bave varied too mueh,
bave too much changed their teaching during the
short space of time they have existed, to pretend
thet they possess the treasure of trutb, since truth
cannot vary, cannot change : that what was tive-
when Jesus Christ and the Apostles preached
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broughout the world, 1s still true, and wili al-
ways be true, unto the consummation of ages.
Finally, he has drawn a moving picture of the

, inappreciable advantages for the governments ot

the earth, which flow from the principles of pub-
lie order professed by the divine religion, the
government of which has been confided to bim.

§ 6.~—Appeal to our Separated Brethren,

After these fraok, clear and luminous explana-

tions, the good Pastor makes a fervent appes) to
all the sheep whom he sees exposed to the fary
of the wolves, because, unfortunately, they are
given up to the errors of the human mind and
are deprived of the divine assistance, which bas
been promised only to the Apostles and thesr
legitimate successors, who alone, are the heirs te
the mfallible promises of God the Redeemer.—
Observe in what moving, fatherly terms, this
truly grand and solemn appeal is conceived. For
be who speaks s the Vicar of Jesus Christ, the
universal Pastor of the Chureh, the common
Father of Christians ; and be speaks to children
who have the misfortune to be 1 error, through
the fault of their ancestors and the evil of the
times.  Whilst hstening, mith religious atteation,
to this magnilicent appeal repeating -these words
ol charity and mercy wiich he has left in the
Gospel : ¢ Ard other sheep 1 have, that are not
of this fold : them also I must bring ; and they
shall hear my voice: and there shall be made cne
fold and one shepherd.” (John 10.16.)
“ Let all those who do not possess the unity
of truth of the Catholic Church, seize the ocea»
sion of this Council, wherein the Catholic Church,
to which their forefathers belonged, gives a new
proof of her profound unity and of ber invincible
vitahty, and giving satistaction to the wants of
their heart, let them endeavor to leave this state
in which they cannot be assured of their salva-
tion. And let them not cease (o ofter up the
most ferveot prayers to the God of mercies, that
he may break down the wall of division, may
drive away the darkness of error, and may lead
them back to their Ifoly Mother the Church, in
whose bosom alone is preserved aud transmitted
entire, the doctrine of Jesus Christ, and the mys.
teries of heavenly grace are dispensed.’

“ For ourselves, to whom the same Christ Our
Lord bas confided the charge of the Supreme
Apostolic Mistry, and who ought, 10 conse-
quence, to fulfil with the utmost zeal, all the
functions of a good shepherd, and love with a
fatherly love, and embrace in Our chamty, all
men scaftered over the earth, we address this
Letter to all the christians separated from Us,
and we exhort them aga and conjure them to
hasten their return to the one fold of Christ,
Far We ardently desire their salvation in Christ
Jesus, and We should fear to have one day to

!render an account to Him who 18 our judge, if

we did not show them, and, as much as it lies ia
Our pewer, give them the as<ured means of find-
g out the way which leads to eternal salvation,
In all Our prayers, sepplcating and giving
\bapks, we cease not, day or night, to ask for
them, humbly and earnestly of the Eternal Pas~
tor of souls, ap abundance of light and heavenly
grace.

“ And since, notwithstanding Our unworths-
ness, We are His Vicu upon earth, with hands
uplifted, we await with the most ardent desire,
the return of Our erring sons to the Catholie
Church, in order that we may be able to receive
them with love into the kouse of the Heaverly
Father, and eorich them with his inexhaustible
treasures. Upon this so ardently desired return
to the truth aod the communion of the Catholic
Church, depends the salvation not only ot indw -
viduals, but also of all christian society. The
whole world 1s unable to enjoy true peace, if 1t
does not become oae flock under ane shepherd.

“ Grven at Rome, near St. Peter’s, Septem-
ber 13th 1868, and the twenty-tbird year of Our
Pontificate.” :

Now, D. B. B, since we have heard these
moving words, we shall further penetrate into the
heart of Our Father, 1n oréer to be imbued with
the sentiments that ammate 1t. After s ex—
ample, let us seize the occasion of the future
(Ecumenical Council to labor, as far as we can,
tp recall our separated brethren to the bosom of
tke Church, to which tbetr forefatlers beloaged
as well as our own. It is only three bundred
years since they separated from it, and before
that time they were Catholics like ourselves.—
Eridently their relizion does not go back to the
Apostles, and consequentiy, it is not Apostolical.
Let us make them understand tbat the Catholic
Chburch, through this Appeal which she makes to .
them, causes to shine before their eyes her per-
tect uany and the spirit of life which animates -
ber, 1o order to encourage them to go away from’
erfor to sausfy Lhe need . they all feel of  truth,
and of assuring their eternal salvation. A
Let us engage them to untte their prayers with
ours, to obtain of the Father of mercies the grace "
they so n.uch stand in need of, to cause the wall, =
of diviston’ which separates ‘them from: Rometo -
fall down, and to dnve away the darkness of

error which prevents them from -entering’the .
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