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.. *.7:GOD'S WILL THE.ENDOF.LIFE:." " -l
" T"am: going'to ask you's question, iy déar: breth-
yen; so0” trite, and “therefore; 'so- uninteresting’ at “first:
‘sight; that ‘you ‘may"wonder-why T put it,iand may
object “that it will ‘be-difficult: to'fix "the-mixd on it,:
“and “may ‘anticipate. that nothing, profitable can’ be;
“nade’6f fit. It is'this T "Why were ‘you" sent into:
the ‘world 1’

Yet aftersall, it is perhapsia:thought:

Y
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nore obvious thn:it is'common, more easy than it is [ them:as' nearly as o2 dom fhrouwh. the
Taih Owa‘ ean, it ought to ;t:t;nié-iri'tb'fy%ui-'- minds;/| andprivate-rooms ; strike ‘at_random fhrough the

s el - v A
ot you ‘never liad miore than’a distant:

+ Tamiliar

‘but’it does e “thana distant:
‘a¢quaintarice with it; though-that sart-of acqudintance”
' vith it for many years. ~ Nay, once. or.
twice perhaps you: have. been “thrown across it-dome-:
what .intimately; for & short’season;: but-this -was: an-
accident . which' 'did not 1ast. There are -those who
recollect ‘the first- time, as it would:seem, when it
canie home to them. ~ They were butlittle children,
dnd they'were by themselves;:and :they :spontaneously
asked  thefiselves; “or “rather "God -spake in them,
# Why'am T here ?-how. came I_hered«iwho*brought
‘me’ Here.Jwhat ain I+to do‘here?” "Perhdps it was |
-the first ‘act of reason,. the. beginning '6f ‘their real
“responsibility, the.commencement, of their,trial ; per-:
' haps‘from’ that day; they may date’ their capacity,
their. awful-power, of  chdosing" bétiveen -good and

~evily and- of- ‘committing’.mortal .sin:* Ad so, as life

| mantfactures; news 'of ships ‘artive £, of acci-
.[dents“at’ sea;of *exparis” and “imports; of ‘gains and

‘fdnd ‘you arrive at-discoveries'in art and science, dis-
| coveries (so'called) in religion, the court and royalty,
* | the entertainments of the great, placés of amusément,

‘|4ind is there'to be no.end to 'all this?"is there no ob-

ject in it? - Tt heyer bas an-end; it is its'own object !

-them:as-nearly as-you  can’j 'enterinto - their .houses

'} forwlial

ps-arrived'in port, of ‘acei~

losses, : of ‘fratids ‘and. their: detection. ' Go- forward,

strange” trials,” offenices; accidents; ‘escapes;” exploits,
experiments, ‘contests; ventares. 'O this curious, Yest-
less, clamorous, panting "beéing, which we call - life !

—And<now, once more, my. brethren, put aside what
you see and what you read of the world, and try to:
penetrate into'the ‘hearts, and to reach ‘the ideas and
the: feelings -of ! those" who .constituté ‘it';: look "into-

streets and'lanes; take as' they come, palace and hovel,
office’and factory, and what will you find ! : Listen to.
their:words, witness, alas'! their: d¢eds ; you will find-
in'the main the same lawless thoughts, the same unre--
strained: desires; the same ungoverned-passions, the-
same earthly opinions, the same wilful* deeds, in high.
and low, learned and'unlearned; you will/find them
all to ‘be living for the sake of living ; they one and
all seem to tell you,"«“:We are our own centre, our own
ead:?” Why,are they toiling? why are théy scheming ?
at are they living 7 'We live to please-ourselves;
life is worthléss'except we have our own way’; we are
not-sent; at:all, but we find ourselves: here;.and:

believe:whatwe will; love what we will, hate:what' ive
will, do-what.we-will:: We detest: interfesence -on
the; part-of-God.or.man

rich:or to be:great ;. but we; do:bargain, whether. rich

we dare but slaves unless.we can-think what we:will, [

»We, do not ‘bargain:to.be |

‘'house, in'a deSpised town.” * Then, when he went out
to; préach, He had not where to lay his head ; He,
‘wandéred up and” down' the “country, as a stranger
upon earth, He was driven out into the wilderness,
and' diwelt among the wild beasts.” He endured heat
and.cold, hunger and wéariniess, reproach and calumny.
"His food was ‘Coarse bread, and fish from the lake, or
‘depended upon the hospitality of strangers. And as
He had’ already. left His Father’s greatness on high,
‘and ‘had chosen .an earthly home ;. so again, 4t that
Father’s bidding,\He gave up the sole solace given
Hin in this world, and denied Himself His Mother’s
presence. - He parted with her who bore Him; Me
endured to be strange td her; He endured to call ier
caldly ¢ woman,” who was His own undefiled one, all
‘heautiful, all gracious, the best creature of His hards,
andthe ‘sweet, nurse' of His infancy.’ He put her
aside;as Lievi, Hisitype, meriteéd tlie " sacred ministry,
by ‘saying to'his parents and kinsmen, “I know ye
not.”" “He exemplified in‘ bis' own' person’ the severe
maxim, which He gave to His disciples, ¢ He that
lovetli mother’ more, than Me is not. worthy .of Me.”
In all these many ways He sacrificed every wish of His
own; that we miight understand, that, if He, the
Creator, came- intd His own world, not for' His own
pleasire; but to “do*His Fatlier’s will, we too have
most surely some 'work to do, and have seriously to
bethink ourselves what the workis, =~~~ =

80 it is ;. Tealize it, my brethren ;—every one
who. breathes, high and low, educated and ignorant,

young -and. old, men and women, has; a mission, has a
work:- - We are not sent int6_ this, world for nothing ;
we are not born at random ;.. we are not here, that we

@ bed.at night, andget up in the. morming,
ur, bread, eat."and ' dfink; laugh and joke, sin
h mind, and refoim when we are tired
d die.. . God 'sees’ every one of
R --b L L

ministering to the evil one who ruled them ; yet, with
exquisite correctness of idea' and - judgment, laying
down rules for sinning ;—heartless and selfish, high,
punctilious, and disdainful in their outward deportment,
and shrinking from Lazarus, who ldy at'the gate asan
eye-sore, who -ought for the sake. of: decency to be
put out of the way. : Dives was one.of-them, and se .-
he lived his:short span, thinking of nothing, loving no-
thing, but himself, till one day he got into a fatal -
quarrel with one of his godless associates, or he canght. *
some bad illness ; and*then he lay helpless on his bed'
of pain, cursing fortune and his physician, that he was
no better, and impatient that he was thus kept from
enjoying his youth, trying to fancy: himself mending
when e was getting worse, ‘and disgusted at those
who ' would not throw him some :word of comfort in his
suspense, and turning’ more resohitely from lis Crea=
tor'in proportion :to his suffering :—and then at last
his day came, anid be died, and (O miserable!) was
buried in hell. - And so ended he and his mission. -
This was the fate of your pattern-and idol; O ye,
if any of you be present, young men, who though not -
possessed of wealth and rank, yel affect the fashions
of those'whio have them.  You, my brethrer, have
not been“bhorn spiendidly, or nobly ;- you have not been
brought up in the seats of liberal education ; you have
no high connexions ; you have not learned the man-
ners nor caught the tone of good society, you have
no share-ofthe largeness of mind, the c¢andor, the ro-
mantic sense -of honor, the correctness of" iaste, the
consideration‘for others, and the gentleness, which the
world: puts forth as its highest type of excellence ; you
have not.come near the courts or the mansions of the
great ; yet you ape the sin of Dives,  while - you -are
strangers to his refinemerit. - 'You think it the sign of
a'gentleman to set yourselves above religion, to-criti-

cise’the igious_' and'professors’ of religion; to, look 'at .

.

gogs: on, the' thought “comes - yividly;; from time. to'| i1, 0rt0:be,great ;; but: we! do:bargain, whether rich uts it intg.the bady, one; | Catholic and Methodist with"impartial ‘contempt, to

fime, . for:‘a:;short 'season éross ;thé: ‘conscience | OT<poor, -l‘.‘gh;PF'_IQ‘Yv_F‘? live; for. ou selves, to live:for! ‘néeds; b d, | ga ‘é.tteringl,gf'k;idwl‘adlge “on"a number-of sub-

s8;,07in Some; anxiety, or some seasop. | the lust of :the-morment,ion; doctrine for Jegtsjitordip jiito amumber of frivolous publications,if -
de; ot Onliearing.som € hour,"thinking, of tlie_ futire ' .ancHisisight,'and we ‘ar ‘they. are ;popular, to have Tead?ilie’ fatest novel, to !
gious work. Ay Just:as:miuch, or s little ds we please.. .. nks “ahdvstations, nat to:’ | have Tieard:the singer, and:scen thie actor of the day.

ty.and tinpr

nto it

" And.2 'grgzilt;i:',(-)h'tlrva

¢t indeed ;_Ld@e{iﬂ;‘i_s: 'vain?' _im.“
profitable, yet. overbearing world; present with such a
question as that.: It:seems out of place to ask. such

a question in so-magnificent, so imposing a presence,
as that of the: great Babylon, . The world. profesges
‘to.supply -all that we need, as'if we were sent ‘into. it
for. the sake of being sent, and. for. nothing beyond. the
sending.: Itisa great favor to have an introduction
to this august:world; | This is to be our . exposition,

 forsooth, ofrthe mystery of life.. ;Every man is doing
‘his oy will here, seeking his own pleasure, pursuing
his: own ends, and that,is why he was brought, into

existence, -

Go abroad into the  streets of the popii-:
emplite the cotinuous outpouring thers
countless.varieties of human’
The ways arethronged,
multitudes are. hurrying
wn;;errand, or are loitering:
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t-[who can  deny its.truth? -~ The multitude: of ‘menare’
‘living: without any aim" beyond -thiswvisible scene;-they-

‘| the Sori"of Gad, the ‘Eternal Weord, came, not'tc'do

‘| And-He says in the Prophet Tsaias;  The Lord God.

| turned not back.”

yearhy by thesthingdrwhich He suffered.”: Surely so: it:iras;

another’ direction | one and the same: with the. Father’s will, and He had
stead ‘covered: ‘v&i‘th?:thg,: ‘no submissioh of will tomake ; ‘but-He' chose to take
7 im. and;. dod lqg-'IIPi;l_j{r.(aﬂ:édtiggg" feeli i 0]

- O, my, brethren; is it -iot & sliocking” thoght;b

may .from time totime use religious Words, orthey
may ‘profess a communioh ‘of a;worship;as-a matter of
course or of necessity; but; if there wasiany sincerity
in-such profession, the ‘course of the-world couldnot:
run as:it-does. © ‘What'a' contrast' to the: endof ‘life,
as it is.set beforeus in"our most holy Faith! If there
was one among the sons’of men, who might allowably
have taken His pleasure,and  have done His own wiil
here :below, surely: it was He, who ' came™ down- on-
earth from the bosom of-the Father, and who was'so.
pure and spotless'in that human nature which: He put-
on Him, thatHe ‘could: have no- human wish or aii
inconsistent’with : tlie will of ‘His :Father. - Yet: He,

His :own".will, but:His who sent Him, as you know
verywell:is told “us ‘again: ‘and--again -in ‘Scripture
Thus the Prophet in the Psalter, speaking in His par-
son;:says; “ Lo, T come itd ‘do Thy will; © God.”

hath opened Mine:ear;and I'do not withstand Hirm, T
) 2% Add'in-the Gospel, when He had
come:en, earth, ¢ My meat is: to ‘do’the will-of* Him
that:sent Me; and. to finish: His iwork.> : Henéé 'too
in{His agonyHe cried-out, “Not My will, bt Thiné

57 rand: St. Paul, in like -manner; says, that
hrist: pleased not' Himself';” and elsewhere, that;
‘though:He was God’s, Son, yetlearned He'obedience:

asheing indeed the Eternal Co-eual Son; His-will was

them: for -ourselves, but.to labor'in them for
.+ As Clirist has' His work, we ‘too-have ours;.
He rejoiced to.do Hiswork, we must rejoice in ours

is
alsos = 20!

-+"St. Paul'on one:oceasion speaks of the world as a
scene.in a theatre,. Consider what is meant by this,
You know, actors ‘on a stage are on an equality with
each other really,.but for.the occasion they assume a
difference of character, some are high; some are.low,
some are merry, and some sad. “Well, would it not
bé a simple absurdity in'any actor to pride imself on
his mock diadein, or his edgeless sword, instead. of
attending -to_his part? what, if he did ‘but’ gaze- at
himself "anid his dress? ‘what if he secreted, or turned
to, his ‘own use, what was valuable about it? Is it not
his ‘business, élid_._ng_th\ing, else, to act his part well?
common “'sense “tells vs so.” Now we-are all but
actors in this' world; we are one and all .equal, we-
shall bejudged as equals as'soon as Jife js.over; yet,
equal and similarin.oursclves; each has his special part
at present, each: has his. mission,—not to.indulge his
passions, not:to: make. money, not:to ;get-a name in the
world; not “to" save himself trouble, not to follow. his
bent /ot to be selfish”andself-willed, but-to’ do*what

God puts‘an’him to' do

- Loolk at that'po ﬁ_fprfigigité' in*the Gospel; look at
Dives; do you think he:understood - that his wealth

God:—yet for forgetting. this,: he was ‘lost for ever
and ever.: I will tell.you -what he thought; and:how
he:viewed things i—he was'a' young man;and had suc-
ceéded:tof &’ good- estaté, and:he determined . to"enjoy
hiriself::.~.Tt did riot: strike. him that - his* wealth -had
7 :other use; than;i that-of enabling. him . to. take his
: : = hisgate’; "he might: haye:
Gos?é._-wyil T e mas
ndihe

orrénjoyme
g @ gt 'y
eyesiofithetiworld

gty -
nfh

oy,
eithesco

was to lié spent, fot-on himsélf, but:for the glory of

|ds well as/thé rich.
o

to be up, to the mews, to -know the names; and if so be;,
the persons-of public: men, to e able to’bow. to thert,
‘to walk up and down the street with your heads on
high, and to stare at’ whatever meets you';—and to.
say and:do.worse: things, of which.these .outward ex-
travagancies are but the symbol.> And-thisis what
you conceive you -have come upon- earth for!' "[he
‘Creator made you, it seems, O.my children, for this
work and office, to be'a bad imitation of polished un-
godliness, to be a-piece of fawdry and faded.finery,
or a scent which has lost its freshness, and does but
offend the sense!: 'O that:you could see how: absurd
and base ' are:such ‘protences.in ‘the ecyes of any but
yourselves ! - No-calling-of life but is honorable; no
one is ridiculous- who acts suitably to.his estate and
calling ; no one, whohas good "sense and humility,
but may in any station of life, be truly well-bred- and .
refined ;- but -gstentation; -affectation, and ambitious™
efforts-are in-every station of life, ‘high- or .low,: no-
thing but vulgarities -Put them aside, - despise them
yourselves, O-my: very dear sons, whom I love, and - .
whom I-would:fain serve ; O that you could feel that
you have souls! O that, before it: is: too" late, you
would betake yourselves.to Him who is the Source' of
all that is truly-high and magnificent and beautiful, all
that s bright-and:pleasant, and secure.what you igno-
rantly seek, in Him ‘whom you so ‘wilfully, so ,:_nv?ull y
deSPis'e"!'.-:.w.'”.-'f . '«"._;:‘.3 STt N
- ‘He alone; the’ Son' of God, * the brightness” of the
Eternal Liglt, and the’ spotless mirror of His Majes-
‘ty,” is'the: Source’ of all good and all happiness to rich .
and poor, high and"low.:~. If-you" were ever. so high;

you. would need* Hiin ;°if you'were ever so’ low; you--
'could offend Him’ " -The" poor can"-offend * Him'; the.

j00r; man can. negléct his divinely appointed mission;

Do 1iot” Suppose,  my brethren, -
‘gt 'the. upper or*middlo
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