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HMONTREAL, FRIDAY,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Tur. details of the sanguinary battle of Solfe-
rino are now before the public. Tt appears that
though the Allies may clam a victory, they
bought it demly ; and that the Austriaus inflict-
-2d on their enemies losses almost as great, as
those which they themselves suffered. Since the
last dates, the relative position of the contending
hosts had not much changed. The Sardinians
tave partly invested Deschiers, and a large
French naval force in the Adriatic menaces the
rear of the Austrian famous guadrilateral.

"Ppere is iittle of interest from kingland. The
new Mimstry have veiterated their pledge to ob-
serve a striet neuteality.
a medintion are bowever hinted at.

“ Porr LETTERs To & Friesv. The Relu-

siuits of the Trish Catholics of ths Province

i the French Conadian Dariies end the

Protestant Population of Lower Canada,

cnd the Conservatives and Reforne Parties
of Upper Canada, considered :—

The object of the writer of these letters,

i-. a~ wendicated in our last, to persuade the

Irisk Cuiholics of this Province that it is their

lenewed altempts at

‘that tiley silouid favor lhe llt_:a.nﬂldaturgé of Mr.
M-Gee, and admit him within their ranks. © Who
represented the Jrish Catholic body to M. Car-

honesty of purpose, as to be ready to vote either
for one party or for the other, without the slight-
est reference to the principles of either? Who
in short waited 1n Minsterial ante-chambers;
and pretending to have the lrish Catholic vote
in bis pocket, offered it for purchase, first te the
Orange Attorney General, and when refused in
that quarter, carried it over to Mr. G. Brown?
We reply—DMr. McGee. To Mr. McGee is
then manly attributable the gross insult alleged
to have been ofiered by M. Cartier to the Irish
Catholic bady.

But what bave such paitry personal considera-
tions as these to do with the general policy of
the Irish Catholic body ? or what argument in
favor of 2 union betwixt the latter, and the most
inveterate enemies of their religion, can be based
upon the unpertinent and offensive language of
an mdividual?  Indeed, if we must speak of such
matters, who has so grossly insulted the Irish,
their Clergy, and their Religious Sisterhoods as
has Mr. George Brown—the leader of that
party to which Mr. M‘Gee wishes his country-
men to yield theirfallegiance. Tf we turn to the
New Era of only a few months back, we lind
denunciations of George Brown’s brutal insolence
towards Catholics perpetually recurring. Phrases
such as, & Globe’s billingsgate— Glolc’s wild sec-
tarian screech”—are plentiful as blackberries in
the columns of the New Eva:—

In Vallombrosa.”

And offensive as the expressions attributed to
AMr. Cartier no doubt were to Irish Catholies,
we are not aware that he has ever branded their
Systers of Charity as strumpets, or denounced
their Convents as ne better than brothels. If
then the insolence ef M. Cartier be a good rea-
son why Irish Catholics should detach themselves
from French Canadian Catholics, surely the
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tier, as so destitute of fixed principle, and of all

“Thick a3 autumnal leaves that strew the Lrooks g con
H

that, neither .Py habit, or:tradition, is:the:Irish Cas
tholic hostile {0 the 'principle of endowments by
the State in ‘aid of religion.. .We conclude,
therefore, that M. M‘Gee not only misrépresents
the habits and traditions of his fellow-country-
men ; but that he is also inculcating amongst them
grave theological error, and endeavoring to win
their assent to a proposition involving a damnable
heresy—that is to say a heresy formally con-
demned by the Vicar of Christ.

# Iere then,” continues Mr. M‘Gee, *are
political principles held in common by both, and
which must naturally lead them to act together
as one party—

First, Hostility to Toryism.

Second, Tho Yoluntary Principle.

Third, The widest extension of popular suttrage.

Fourth, Non-interference of the Jmperial authori-
ries in our domestic affuirs.

Fifth, Economy in Expenditure, aod reduection in
taxation.

“‘Une main prop of the Reforn parly of Upper Ca-
‘nada is be found in the Scotch Presbylerian body.”

Here thenwe have defiued the party with
whom Mr. M¢Giee now wishes to unite the Irish
Catholics of Canada ; the party wlose tmain prop
is the Scotch Presbyterian body ; whose recog-
nised head is Mr. George Brown ; aud who of late
years have been known and spoken of as the
“ Clear Grit” party. 1t will be remarked toa,
that Mr. M‘Gee does not so much as pretend
that on the vital questions of the day, i.c., the
politico-rehgious questions,—(with the exception
of the question of State aid to religion, whereon
be misrepresents his Catholic  fellow-country-
. men)--there is anything in common betwixt Catho-
| tics, and those with whom he wishes Catholics to
tract an unoutural and most degrading alli-

{ance. On the School Question, infinitely the

rabid ¢ billingsgate” and the © wild sectarien

interest— (he does vot preiend that it is in the i
juterest nf 1he Catholic Chureir that they should |
follnw bis advice)—1o detach tihemselves politi- f
calty from tie French Canadian Catholics 5 and (
to unite with, what he designates by the rather
vazue and indefinite title of the Reform Party m
pper Canada ; mainly composed. as be in his
fhurth letter seems to admit, of =coleh DPresby-
terians, and other Protestant sects, dizsenting in
faith and discipline from the Clurch of Ingland.
This, we-say, after a careful perusal of these lat-
ters seems to us to be the writer’s object.

To eflect it, he has resource, as we showed
in our last, to a system of lactics which every
true and itelligent Catholic must condemn and
deplore.  We hold it to be a self-evident propo-
sition, that our religious interests, the well-being
af onr Chureh, and the integrity of our religious,
ehmituble. umd educational institutions,-should,
ame o=t Cathiolies, ke precedence of all secu-
Jar C;Jn.-!thfr:l\ious; that those interests can be
consulted, that well-being promoted, and the in-
tegrity of those stitutions secured, only by
means of a cordial alliance of all Catholics, with- !
ot distinction of origin, or Provincial boundary |
Voee; and by thelr continuing ta present 2 bold |

uncamprotsising fropt 1o their common enemies,
the euemies of theiv cemmen faith.

Now il this proposition be true, it follows as
‘1< coroliary, that every thing that tends to create
diaunion in the Catholic ranks, or to array one
cartion of that bady i hoetility to the other,
whowid be repudisted by Catholics 3 and, there-

fore, we conclde that—:f the policy urged by
AMp. Metive vpon his conntrymen, in the Feur
Leiters under review, would, if followed, have
U tendeney to deteel the Trish, from the great
ady of We Freach Canadian, Catholics ; and to
array the one in hostility o tle otler—it is a
<ourse, whicii, though 10 the:place-hunter, to him
who 1s ever ou the look out after a government
~iluation - gren ac « scavengsr” it may nave its
atiractions, the independent Catholic, intent only
zapoa the iferests of the Chureh, and the geners!
zzood of the Catholic body, will be loth to adopt.

But we have shown that the xery object Mr.
NP'Gee has i view is to detach Irish Catholics
from French Canadien Catholies and in this
cui vidal policy hie has anhappily been only too
well” seconded ky some ¢f the latter. We con-
demnt, we resent as warmly as Mr. M:Gee does,
the v uwarruntable insolence displaped by some
memb.rs ¢f the Government party tewards Irish
Catholi ts ; but we contend that Mr, MCee has
no right o impute Lhe insolence of a few, to the
entire Loy of French Canadian Catholics ;
and that, of all men, he is the very last who
should com vlaia of that iusoleuce, sceing that it
is through b, and beeause of bim, that the in-
sult complam.2d of has been offered. He zom-
plaws that M. Cartier declared le ¢ did not want
the Trish—would not lave the Irish,” for suppoert-
e ~: and iuso far as M. Carter s concerned
we Jave uot one word i say.  But who, would
we ask, exposed the Jrish Catbolies 1o this gross

iasult? wim was it that tendered to the Ministry
the Irish Catholic vote as a marketable commo-
dity, which they, the Mintstry, might purchase
for. a considerafmn l—that consideration being

«creech™ of Mr. Gi. Brown offer at least as valid |
reasons against a union betwixt Irish Catholics,
and the party which recognises as its chief the
fou} moulhed slanderer of their race and their
religion. OFf course we offer no opinion as to
the malter of fact whether M. Cartier or others
of his colleagues employed the offensive language
attributed to them; for whether they did, or did
nof, affects not our argument.

The argument put forward by Mr. M‘Gee in
defence of ‘the palitical union by him advocated,
will we think, as little bear examination, as that
by him urged as a reason why Irish Catholics
should detach themselves from the great body of
French Canadian Catholics: Ve must hewever
here let Mr. McGee state lis argument in his
own words. We copy from the fourth, or con-
cluding letter of the series. He argues :— That
weP~—(the Irish Catholics)—

# must be the natural allics of other Reformers, is
evident from the fuct, that, how widely different so-
ever their religious education and ours, we have yet
in commeon in political opinion, much more than we;
have in digpate.”

Mr. M‘Gee then proceeds to enumerate those ;
principles which he pretends Irish Catholics hold
in common with the Protestant Reformers.—
Uaving enuwerated theic common latred of
Orangeism—though the fact s that the ranks of
the Orange body are at present recruited chiefly, .
not from amongst the Anglicans, but from

amongst the Presbyterians, Methodists, and other !
sects dissenting from the Church of England— ;
he continues in the following strain :—

i The Protestant lteformer holds that the mainte- i
nance of all religions institutions in mived commu-

! fold dilewna.

i 1nost unportant question of the day, for it con-

cerns the souls and the eternal salvation of the
rising generation, Mr. M‘Gee does not so much
as insinuate that there is aught in common be-
twixt Irish Catholics and the ® Clenr (frits ;¥
and he carefully leaves out of sight the sclemn
and repeated pledges of the former, never to sup-
port any party which shall not have first made
« Justice to Catholics” on the Scheol {Juestion
a prominent plank of its political plattorm. Iere
then is one conclusive, unanswerable reason why
the Trish Catholics of Canada should not consum-
mate the union whose bans have been published
by Mr. M!Gee. They cannot do so, without
the most infamous dereliction of prunciple; with-
out proclaiming themselves to the world as
pledge-breakers, and as false to their plighted
faith ; without brioging themselves, and the Irish
Catholic name, into ridicule amongst all who re-
spect consistency and scorn the place-hunter.

And whilst Mr. M‘Gee, in bis enumeration
of priociples held in common by Catholics and
the Scotch Presbyterians, thus leaves out of
sight the main question of the day, he is strange-
Iy oblivious of his own public and deliberately
recorded opinions of that same * Clear Grit”
party, of which be is now the advocate. Here
again we must quote Mr, McGee of 1357,
against Mr. McGee of 1859.

In the month ot November of the first named
year, and whilst his negotiations with the Hon.
J. A. Macdonald were still pending, Mr. Mec-
(Gee, whose object then was to discountenance
any alliance betwixt Irish Catholics and the
¢ Clear Grits,” and to prepare the public mind
for his connection with an Orange Attorney
General — thus delivered himself in the New
Lra concerning that official, and .the “ Clear
Grits” 1 —

# My, McDonald means to be as liberal as he dare

" be in the present fanaticnl temper of o large portion
i of the Upper Canadians. For there exists for our

friends in Upper Canada, a second danger—3a two-
In religious hatred, the party designal-

nities should rest on the free will of those who be-! od * Clear Grils' outbid ond outstrip lhe Orangemen

lieve in them—in other words, he holds the volunfary
principle in its broadest application ; all the habits
and traditions of the Catholics of Trish origin lead ;
him to adopt the same concluzions.” :

themselves.”~—New Era, Nov, 28th, 1857, The Italics

i are our OWn.

And it is with these fanatics, who ¢ outbid

In so far as regards the Irish Catholic this is ' and ontstrip® the most rabid Orangemen in
false. If a Catholic in something more than: hatred to Popery, that the writer ¢f the aborve,

name, he cannot hold - the voluntary principle
in its broadest application,” or as held by the
st Clear Grits” or Protestant Reformers. That

! now tries to persuade his Catholic fellow-coun-

trymen to enter into close political partuership !
whilst there has not been in any one act, or vote

principle % in its broadest apphcation,” leads to | of that same « Clear Grit” party, the slightest
the total separation of Church and State,and has  indication of its design to relax in its hostility to-
been explicitly condemned by the Church’;jand in wards us, or to do us justice on the School Ques-
particular in the famous Encyclical Letter of > tion.
Gregory XVI. Mr. M‘Gee should study his ' Why then Coes Mr. M‘Gee advocate that
theology a little, before he assumes the privilege | union? We answer without reserve : Because
of dictating to Catholics what line of policy they , he sees therein the only chance now left to him
sheuld adhere to, on politico-religtous questions. { of obtaining a Government situation. Rejected
Again it is false in fact, that by tradition, the ' by the * Ins” or Mimsterial party, he turned to
Trish Catholic is necessarily a supporter of the ' the ¢ Outs” or Oppositionists, in the hopes that
« goluntary princyple in ats broadest apphica- ! should they succeed in ousting their opponents, a
tion.” 'The last occasion upon which the voice ' place with a salary attached to it, would be award-
of the Irish Catholic nation made itself heard, ; ed to him. The Leader states positively—iwith
was in 1689, and during the sessior of Ireland’s | what of truth we know not—that according ‘o
last independent Parliament, held under James I1. | the degrading treaty. known as the Brown-Me-
That body, the true representative and last expo-, Gee alliance, the place of Prosincial Secretary
nent of Irish Catholics, amongst other important! was te have been the price of the latter’s ser-
measures—euch as the Repeal of tbe Act of vices; but that on the formation of the short-
Settlement—passed a well-known Bl upon the | lived Brown-Dorion administration, he was per-
subject of ithes and ecclesiastical endowments ; | suaded, though reluctantly, to refuse the infamous
not, however, with the idea of suppressing or abo- ' wages.

lishing them, as something repugnant to ¢ all the |

Will Mr, M¢Gee succeed mn the task he has

habits and traditions of Catholics of Irish;undertaken? We think not; for we bave too
origin 3” but with the express object of transfer- | high an opinion of the intelligence, of the honer,
ring those tithes and endowments from the hands | and the soundness of the faith of the great body
of an 1ntrusive Protestaat, to those of the legiti- | of our Irish co-religionists, to believe that they
mate Catbolic, clergy. Thisisa conclusive proof " will allow themselves to be duped by such shal-

3 lgw;'sophisms..ias@t_pps”e' to,which"Mr, McGee has
resource, and- couches, it must be admitted, in
most choice English ; or that they will submit to-
the degradation to which, for the furthérance of
Lis mercenary objects, he is willing. to subject
them. To forgive all private injuries and in-
sults is a Christian virtue, and an indispensable

duty ; but these are public injuries to which it
would bea erime to extend forgiveness ; there are
insults which no man of honor, which no Catholic,
should ever forget. Of these, Mr. G. Brosn has

been repeatedly guilty towards the entire Catholie
body of this Province. DBy means of these in-
juries and insults he has attained his present po-
pularity amongst the “Clear Grits,” and his poli-
tical power.  IL belioves us then, if we do not
wish to be ill-treated and insulted by others, as
we have been insulted and ill-treated by Mr. G.
Brown, to teach that individual—and through
him, the entire Protestant cormmunity amongst
whom there are some ready to follow his
example — that the very means he has em-
ployed to attain to political cminence, have
been fatal to the darling object ol his life j that
the “IHigh Protestant Horse” is a dangerous
animal to ride; and that Le who bestrides it
may make up his mind to {ind all the avenues
leading to political advanceinent inexorably clos-
ed to him for ever. I'or such a one as George
Brown, there should be, from Irish Catholies, if
worthy of tiieir name, no pardon, no zemolance
even of forgiveness; lest others by our culpable
facility towards him, be tempted to offend as he
bus olleuded.  Place-hunters, and place-beggars,
craving after government situations * rren as
scavengers,” may extend the hand 10 George
Brown, and consent to eat out of his dish—for

there is a well known proverb about a particular
class of dogs; but no Catholic who respects
himself, or his religion, will ever consent to be-
come a party to an alliance with George Brown,

or with any body m the State, which recognises

him as its head.

We do not again revert lo the question of

« Representation by Population,” or the argu-
inents by means of which Mr. MGee in his let-
ters seeks to recommend that measure to his
readers; because Mr. M:Gee himsell has el-
fectually answered his own arguments, in his late
Election Address. All the necessary reforms he
therein assures us, can be obtained under the Con-
stitution * s 22 25 ;" and he is by his own  words
bouud, and solemuly pledged to uphold that
< Constitution as <t #s;” and therefore, to op-
pose all attempts ta intraduce organic chauges
into that Constitution.  T'his solemn pledge was
ziven but some short eighteen montiis ago 5 to it
Mr., M‘Gee owed his election to Parhiament ;
and were liea man of honor, had he the slightest
regard for the obligations of a promise, or re-
spect for truth, he would not directly or indi-
rectly endeavor, by himsell or others, to evade
the engagements entered into by him with his
constituents. He stands, however, before the
world as a pledge-breaker, and as a contemner of
a most sacred contract-——that which binds the
representative to keep faith with his constituents ;
and to refute him, aud his arguments, we need
hut quote Ins own words, his own pledges, spoken
and given when courting the sufirages of the Ca-
tholic electors of Montreal :—

# The Constitution of Canada, rsif ix, must be up-
held."~Mr. McGec's dddress to  the Elecfors of
Montreal.

To tins we respond, Anesn.

Rreceponts Cornece -— KiNecsToN.—Low-
er Canada has good reason to be proud of ler
numerous, and admirably conducted Catholic
educational institutions; of her Schools, her
Colleges, her Seminaries, and Conventual estab-
lishments, sn which she is excelled by no country,
and equalled by few.

But we must not suppose that this section of
the Province has a 1nonopoly of education ; or
that our brethres of Upper Canadz have not
equally good reasons to be proud of the rapid
development of their resources ; and, in spite of
the many disadvantages under which Catholics
labor, of the steady progress that the cause of
sound religious education is maling amongst
them. Torontc and Kingston can hoth boast of
their excellent Colleges; both are well worthy
of the attention of tle enfire Catholic body ; but
to-day it is our attention to speak only of the
latter—the College of Regiopolis.

This institution, under the patronage of the
Bishop, is immediately directed by the Very
Rev. Angus McDonald, Vicar-General of the
Diocese of Kingston, assisted by a numerous and
well appointed body of I’rofessors. Classics,
Greek and Latin, Mathematics, Modern Ian-
guages, Music, and Arithmetic are the branches
of education pursued by the pupils ; the healthy
development of whose physical faculties is admir-
ably promoted by the unsurpassed salubrity of
the site on which the very handsome and exten-
sive pile of buildings composing the College is
erected.

‘We had the privilege of being present at the
annual examination of the pupils of tlus institution
on the 7th instant ; and, as was the case with
others who had the same happiness, came away
vividly impressed with 1ts immense value to the
Catholic youth of Upper Canada, and to the

cause of religion throughout British America.—
His Lordship the Bishop, and a large number of
the Clergy from the different parishes of the
Diocese,. from Nova Scotia, and the United
States assisted at the ceremony ; and by their
presence, and the interest which they took in the
day’s proceedings, manifested how deeply they
have at heart the cause of Catholic educa-
tion.

The junior classes were first examined, in
Arithmetic, Latin Translation, Grammar, and in
the Greek Testament. Most creditably to them-
selve and their instructors, did they acquit them-
selves ; translating well and freely, and showing o
thorough acquaintance with the grammatical con-
struction of both Greek and Latin, Several
pieces of music, well performed by the College
Band, agreeably diversified the forenoon’s pro-
ceedings.

In the afternoon came the examination of the
senior classes, in Greek, Latin verse, and Mathe-
matics. Again, as in the forenoon, the profici-
ency of the pupls, bore the best testimony to
the care of the professors; and gave assurance
of the proud position wlich ere long Regiopalis
College will assume amongst the educational es-
tablishmen(s of tins Continent.

Then came the distribution of prizes, by iy
Lordship the Bishop of Kingston. WWhere ali
acquitted themselves honorably, and so many dis-
tinguished themselves, it might seem invidious to
mention names.  Yet cannat we forbear taking
notice of two Irish pupils—Mr. James Swift and
t Mr. O'Ryan—as laving betwist them carried
'off an almost disproportionate share of accade-
mic honors, and particularly distinguished thea-
selves amongst their youthful competitors.

In terminating this brief, and necessarly veey
imperfect notice of the educational institutions oy
Kingston, we should not forget to make honor-
able mention of the excellent schools under the
management of the good Christian Brothers, and
the Ladies of the Congregation. In the latter,
boarders excluded, upwards of 200 female chil-
dren are receiving gratuitously a sound and truly
Christian training ; and when to this we add that
the entire Catlolic population of Kingston does
not much exceed 5,000, our readers will be able
to appreciate the eflorts in the canse of Cutholic
education which are being made by the revered
Prelate of that Dincess, and ably seconded by o
zealous clergy, and a most generous and liberz'tlly
subscribing laity.

Tor further particulars respecting Regiopolis
College, and the advantages it enjoys, we would
refer our readers to the advertisement in ancther
column.

The Scholastic year of the Ladies of the Con-
gregation of Montreal was brought to a close on
Friday last, 8th inst., in presence of a numerous
and delighted auditory. The occasion was mark-
ed with all the usual wteresting features j and the
proficiency displayed by the young Ladies, in the
various branches, reflects much credit alike on
themselves and their devoted preceptors. Very
clever specimens of drawing, fancy work, &ec.,
were examined with imuch interest ; and the reci-
tations and music, vocal and instrumental, Lore
evidence of careful culture.” On this occasion,
Misses A. Perrin, . Quin, S. Ward, C. Brock,
M. Tiegnaud, and A. Grothe, completed their
course ol studies with honors ; and in the junior
classes, Misses Agnes and Charlotte Caine, 4.
Paitra, 1. MGauvran, and C. Smith, were pa-
ticulariy distinguished. 1In the department of
music, Misses Regnaud, Pacaud, and Agues
Caine, won honors. Two very ineresting lite-
rary compositions—aone in French by Miss M.

regnand, and the other in linglish, by Miss S,
Ward—were listened to with much pleasurs ;—
and reflect eredit on the good taste and ability of
the writers.

"The proceedings terminated with the distribu-
tion of premiums and honors in the various classes,

St. Manvy’s ContecE.~The annual distri-
bution of premiums and lionors in the St. Mary’s
College, Montreal, took place on Tuesday last.
Among the large assamblage present, were 1Tis
Lordship the Bishop ot Maatreal, Mr. Justice
Mondelet, Mr. Justice Monk, Mis Worship the
Mayor, &e. A very able and eloquent lecture
on the educational traiming of youth, by the Rerv.
Perc Gravaille, preceded the distribution. The
Rev. gentleman discussed this important subject
in all its bearings and details, with an ability and
earnestness which rendered it interesting and in-
structive alike to the student, Professor, and the
parent ; and concluded with an eloquent appeal
to the parents of our Canadian youth to mark
their patriotisin by their zeal for the moral and
intellectual advancement of their children. The
music, as usual, was excellent. The orchestra
appeared in the picturesque costume of the
Tyrolese, and gave several original aws with
good cffect. The whole proceedings passed off
with enthusizsm and eclal.

Dear axp Duns AsyLus.—We would re-
mind our readers that the examination of the pu-
pils of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, will be held
on Monday next, at two o’clock of the afternoon,
in the St. James’ school house, situated on St.
Demis Street, and attached to St. James® Church.
We need scarcely add that this examination will
be extremely interesting, and that the public are

carnestly requested to attend.



