
8 THl CHURGH GUARDIA.N.

... EnTOai ÂND PsoPrITox: -

L. H. DÂVIDSON, D.O.L., MONTEnÂL.
- AssaCIATU EDITox: -

REV. EDWYN B.W. PENTREATH,BD,.Winnpeg,Man

Addres Correspondenoe and Communications to
the Editor, P.O. Box 504. Exchangea te FPO.

Box 1960. For Bsliflss announcements
see pare 14.

DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.

1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
aon tbo Post office, whother directed to bis own name or

another's, or whother ho bas subscribed or not, is respon-
sible for payment.

2. If a person orders hie paper discontinued
ho sust pay all arrears, or the publisher mayoontinne to
mnd It until payment l made,and thon 0olloot the whole
anount, whether the paper ta taken fraM the ofloe or not

3. In suite for subscriptions, the suit may be
laotituted In the place where the paper is published ut
tnughthe subscriber may roside hundreds of miles away

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
tare newspaperi or poriodicals from the Pôst offioe,or
removing and loaving themnuncailed for, la priftvclac
Avidenco of Intentional fraud.

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST.

Auo. 5th-10th Sunday after Trinity.
" Gth-Trankfiguration of our Lord.

9th-l1th Bunday after Trinity.
16th-12thi Sunday after Trinity.
23rd-13th Sunday after Tririity-

[Notice of St Bartholomew ]
" 24ti--St. Bartholomow. Ap. & M.

jAlhanasian Creed ]
30th-14.h Snnday after Trinity.

"WITNI8SES UVTO ME."

We give our readors the main portion of the
Sermon preached by Biahup Thompson of Mis-
sissippi at the consecration ef Bishop Sessums
in Christ Church, NSew Orleans, taken from the
Sout hern Guardian.

SERMON.

'Andye shall be witneses unio me, both in Jeru
salemt and in all Judea and in amxria; and unto
the uttermos par:a of the earth." Acta, i. 8.

In the Gonerai Convention of 1886 the House
of Biehops, in the Pastoral Letter, and after-
ward in a more formai address to ail Christians,
set forth what it claims to be the basis of unity.
There are four points, according to these docla-
rations of the Episcopate, and only four, esson
tial to the organic unity of Christendomi,
namely these: The Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, the Nicene Creed, the two
Sacramonts, and the Historie Episcopate.

lu tIe Lambeth Synod, or Pan-Anglican
Couneil so called, of 1888, two years afterward,
these four points were again set forth ns the
basis of unity among Christians, all of which
the Churabcs in Communion with the Seo of
Canterbury dectare, through thoir bishops, to
bo essential and foundation thinge in the
Church of God.

And this declaration bas boon met, as was to
be expected, by misapprehonsion in many
quarters.

Particularly It bas been said that while the
first thres points are important, and peraps
essential, and might b agreed to by a great
body of Christian people, yet the lest, the
requirement of the Episcopate, is arbitrary,
unreasonable, indecd essentially sectarian, and
instead of beiug a badge of unity, is itseif a
cause of division.

For it ba misunderstood, by those people, to

-bo merely an arbitary method of ordination,
one method among a number ail equally to be
chosen for setting spart a ministry among
Christian people, and that to mae for it any
special claim, to insist upon the Episcopate as
of any special authority or importance is to
found a seet and set up a division.

And mon without the Churci, and ntill more
unhappily, men within it now and thon, quite
intelligent and oven distinguisied bn tioir own
specialties, but who have made no study lu this
ýireetion, and perhape do not think it worth
while to make any, will venture to proclaim
the blankness of thoir knowledge on this sub-
jeot by very readily iformning you that the
notion of a deacent of ordainers, from the
Apostles down, is absurd, and muet be se, be -
cause, as fer as one can see, they do not under.
stand it and cannot believe It I It le of Do
consequence te tell thom that for 1500 years all
Ohristendom acted upon the theory that thore
was such a descent, and that a ministry which
was not in that lins was held to be no ministry
at all; tiat no man could bo taken or reoeived
anywhere among Christians for a Bishop who
was not, bcyond any rational doubt, in this line;
that in whatsoever men diffored in doctrine,
they never diffored on this, that Danatists,
Novations, Arians, Monophysites, heretics of
ail kinds, united in the demand for Bishops of
undoubted Apostolie descent as esential-1 say
it is of no use to point to ail this, for the good
people have no sense of the ned of auny such
desbent, do not cire to irquire about it, and.
therefore, inform us al) it cannet be proved
beca'eue they cannot prove it, and do not know
anything about it.

Nor is it of any use to tell them that the
overwhelming majority of Christian people still
stand in tits respect in the old ways, and insist
on the old descent; that the links of the Apos-
tolic Succession are ail unbroken, and scholars
of the most ample learning, and students of the
eider days and of the records of an historio
Christianity smile with pity upon the swift
assertivoness of the unrestrained and unenlight-
ened temerity of thosae who dony,

NO mian will assert that a man could b, for
sn hour, takon and received as a Bishop in the
Càuroh to day unless he hd been thereunto set
apart and ordained by the laying on of the
bands of other Bishops.

And no man whose historical opinion is
worth uttering would assort that, in any aga of
Christendom of which we have any history, a
man could be taken and received as a Bishop
unless he had beau so set apart and ordained.
For the sentiment and a conviction which
renders sncb a thing impossible now were domi.
nant and controling in every age of the Church
of which we have knowledge.

It is quite possible that there is not a man in
this Church who could 'prove' on the instant,
and indeed not one in a score after considerable
study, that any Bishop present bas no break in
his descent for even the last hundred years.
But what matter ? A Bishop's genealogy is
not asked for at every turn. IL need not ba.
The fact that he is publicly, notoriously, known
to be a Biehop, and taken and acknowledged as
ncih, in a Church whih holds Apostolie suc-

cession essential to his being a Bishop et aIl, is
Ovidence overwhelming that bis descent l*
legitimate, and that ail canonical and orderly
thinge were doue in hie case.

That the judgoeis on the bench tryiug cases,
accepted and reccived as a judge, ia ail the evi-
dence you ask of his legal commission. He
could not be thera at ail unIae al thingS lawful
existed in his appointment.

And so it was always. It is merely trifling
with words, if a man knows, and evideonce of
incompetency to express an opinion if he does
not know, to say, 'Yon cannot prove that from
any modern Bishop up to the Apostles thure i
s continued succession of ordainers.' Yen
might, as wall tell me I cannot prove that the
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oak tre on the lawn has an anbroken descent
from some oak of 2,000 years ego 1

I do not need to prove a self evident faat in
organic socioty. The oak of tc-day proves the
oak of twenty centuries ago. The Bishop of ta.
day proves the Biehop of eighteen centuries
ago.

They knew oaks then froin bramble bushes
as well as we do. They knew Bishopa just as
well as we do, perbaps botter, and they knew
too that Bishope come from Biehops as oaks
come from oaks, Thore is-no other way known
to man to get either oaks or Bishops, The
ground bas been gone over so many times and
so carefully, and exhaustively, and by snob
thorough cholarship, that one may reet in
peace.

There is not a single great Church histo rian
from the Madgebnrg Centuriators to Mosheim
and Neander, who doe not admit that when
the struggling Christianity of the earliest day
breaks into the light it is Episcopeal, bas Bis-
shopse, claims an Apostolie succession, insiste
that eVary Bishop shal be able to conneet him.
self with smre A.postlo.

Thora are indeed on the part of sBch writers
as Neander, Mosheirm and others, very strange
theories ta account for this faut, very amazing
webs spun ont of their inner consciosaness to
bridge the golf of their own creating, bat every
man of them admits the faut that as soon as we
get history the Church is Episcopal.

I can understand how a man ean say the
matter is of no n>nsequence in any case. An
Apostolie ministry is no botter than any other.
We cen start one to-day just as good as that of
the second century or the first, right here in
our town. We are as pious and a great deal
wiser than the Apostles, and a Church started
by three old women and two old men in a log
cabin tn the mountains of Tennessee is just as
good as the Church in the upper room in Jera-
salem. I say I eau understand that position
and even have some regard for it, as a sort of
independent Americanism that insiste on mak-
ing its own ministries, and even its own Bibles,
and perbaps its own Messiah, but I fail to con-
prehend the position or meaning of the man
who denies the Christian past, and the histori-
cal records of eighteen centuries in hie eagor-
nose to prove that the Apostolio and Nicene
Cherches were no more dignified in thoir origin
than an American seot.

IL ia conceivable that our Lord might not
have organized a church et ail, that He might
might have left Hie ideas and inflaences to
clothe thomselves as they would. That is, it is
conceivable if our Lord was not our Lord at alil,
but merely a great teacher and Enlightener.
Plato did not found a church, Emanuel Swedeon-
borg did not found a church.

But our Lord was more than a Teacher, He
was the Bon of God. He brought down the
divine into the human. He came te set up a
Kingdom of God upon earth, to interpenetrate
what our shallow speech calis the natural with
what our equally shallow speech calme the
supernatural. That is, I should say, to reveal
that the universe is Gad's and ail parts of it,
visible and invisible, are equally His own.

Consoquently Hie birth was what we -all
supernatural. His life was the same. Hie
words and works were diine. is death was
equally lifted out of the plane of human ex-
periences, and His resurrection and ascension
were inevitable, more than logical, necessary
results from Hie coming into the world-at
ail.

The introduction of Jesus, the Son of Mary
and the Son of God, into this world and into
comman human life was an era in the world's
history which, backward and -forward, illumi.
nted human life rnd revealed its meaning and
purpose.

Now the crowning act of that life was the
resurrection. That event put the seat to ail the
rest. The Lord chose it an uch seal. The
Apostles preached it as uch scal. The fact of


