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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
om tho Post omoe, whether directed to his own name or
unother's, or whother he haa subscribed or not, is respon-
9iblo for payment.

2. If & person orders his paper discontinued
he auat pay all arrears, or tho publisher may,continne to
sond 1t untll payment is made,and then collest the whole
amonnt, whelher the paper i3 taken from the oftes or not

3. In suits for subsoriptions, the suit may be
lastituted 1n the place where the paper le puablished at
thonghthe subseriber may reside hundreds of miles aWay

4, The courts have decided that refusing to
take newspapers or periodicals from tho Postoffice,or

removing and leaving themunecailed for, i prime faci
svidenco of Intentional fraund.

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST.

Auva. Bth—10th Sunday after Trinity.
“  Gth—Trantfiguration of our Lord,
¢  9th—11th Benday after Trinity.

¢ 16th—12th Sandsy after Trinity,
#  23rd—13th Sanday after Trivity.
[ Notice of St. Bartholomew ]

%  24th--8t. Bartholomow. Ap &M,
L Athanasian Creed ]
30th—14:h Sanday after Trinity.

-

“WITNESSES UNTO ME”

We givo our readors the main portion of the
Sormon preached by Bishup Thompson of Mis—
gissippi at tho conaceration of Bishop Sessums
in Christ Church, Now Orleans, takon {rom the
Southern Guardian.

SERMON,

‘And ye shall be witnesses unio me, both in Jeru
salem and in all Judea and in Samaria; and unto
the utlermost par.s of the earth.” Acts, i. 8.

In the Gororal Convention of 1836 the House
of Bishops, in the Pastoral Letter, and after-
ward in 2 more formal addressto all Christians,
sot forth what it claims to bethe basis of unity.
There are four points, according to theee deola-
rations of the Episcopste, and cnly four, essen
tial Lo the organic unity of Christendom,
namely these: The Soriptures of the Old and
New Testamonts, the Nicene Creed, the two
Bacramonts, and the Historio Episcopate,

In the Lambeth Synod, or Pan Anglican
Council ‘so called, of 1888, two yearas aftorward,
theso four poivts wore again set forth as the
basis of unity among Christians, all of which
the Churches in Communion with the See of
Cantorbury deolare, through their bishops, to
be essontial and foundation things in the
Churoh of God.

And this declaration has beon met, as was to
be expeoted, by misapprehension in many
quarters. :

Partioularly 1t has been said that while the
first three points are important, and perhaps
cssential, and might be agreed to by a great
body of Christian pecple, yet the last, the
requirement of the Episcopate, is arbitrary,
unreasonable, indecd essentislly sectarian, snd
instead of being & badgoe of unity, is itself a
oanse of division.

For it is misunderstood, by these people, to
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| be merely an arbitary method of ordination,

one method among & number all equally to be
chosen for setting apart 2 ministry among
Christian people, and that to make for it any
speocial claim, to insist upon the Hpiscopate a8
of any special aunthority or importance is to
found a geot and set up & division.

And men without the Church, and still more
unhappily, men within it now and then, quite
intelligent and even distinguished in their own
specialties, but who have made no study in this
¢ireotion, and perhaps do not think it worth
while to make any, will venture to proolaim
the blankness of their knowledge on this sub-
jeot by very readily informing you that the
notion of a descent of ordainers, from the
Aypostles down, isabsurd, and must be so, be-
canso, 48 far a§ one oan see, they do not under-
stand it and cannot helieve it! It is of bo
consequence to tell them that for 1600 years all
Christendom aoted upon the theory that there
was such a descent, and that & ministry which
was notin that line was held to be no ministry
at all ; that no man could be taken or received
anywhero among Christians for a Bishop who
wag not, beyond any rational doubt, in this line ;
that in whatsoever men differed in dootrine,
they never differed on this, that Dobatists,
Novations, Arisns, Monophysites, heretics of
all kinds, urited in the demand for Bishops of
undoubted Apostolic descent as essential-—~I say
it is of no use to point to all this, for the good
people have no sense of the need of any such
desvent, do not care to inquire about it, and.
therefore, inform us all it cannot be proved
becahee they cannot prove it, and do not know
anything about it,

Nor is it of sny use to tell them that the
overwhelming majority of Christian people still
gtand in this respect in the old ways, and insist
on the old descent; that the links of the Apos—
tolic Succession are all unbroken, and scholars
of the most ample learning, and students of the
older days and of the records of an historio
Christianity smile with pity upon the swift
asgertiveness of the unrestrained and unenlight-
ened temerity of those who deny,

No man will asgert that & man could be, for
an hour, takon and received a3 & Bishop in the
Ciuroh to day unless he had been thereunto set
apart and ordsined by the laying on of the
hands of other Bishopes.

And no man whose historical opinion ia
worth uttering wonld assort that, in any age of
Christendom of whioh we bave any history, a
man could be tsken and received as & Bishop
unless ho had been soset apart and ordained.
For the sentiment and a oconviction which
renders euch a thing impossible now weredomi.
nant and controling in every age ot the Churoh
of which wa have knowledge.

It is quite possible that there is not a man in
this Church who could ‘prove’ on the instant,
and indeed not one in 8 score after considerable
study, that any Bishop present bas no break in
his descent for even the last hundred years,
Bat what matter ? A Bishop's genealogy is
not asked for at every turn. It need not be.
The fact that ho is publicly, notoriously, known
to be a Bishop, and taken and acknowledged as
suoh, in a Church wkioh holds Apostolic suc-
cession essentisl 1o his being 2 Bishop at all, is
evidence overwholming that his descent is
legitimate, and that all canonical and orderly
things were done in his case,

That the judge is on the bench trying cases,
acoepted and reccived as a jndge, is all the evi-
dence you usk of his legal commission. He
could not be there at all tnless all things lawful
existed in his appointment,

And so it was always. It is merely trifling
with words, if 4 man knows, and evidence of
mcompetonoy to express an opinion if he does
not know, to say, *Yon cannot prove that from
any modern Bishop up to the Apostles thure is
a oontinned succession of ordainers’ You

might a8 well tell me I cannot prove that the

oak tree on the lawn has an unbroken descent
from some oak of 2,000 yesars ago !

I do not need to prove & self evident fact in
organio society. The oak of tc-day proves the
osk of twenty centuries ago. The Bishop of to.
day proves the Bishop of eighteen ocenturies
ago.

They knew oaks then from bramble bushes
as well as we do. They knew Bishops just as
well as we do, perhaps better, and they knew
too that Bishops come from Bishops as oaks
come from oaks, Thereis-no other way known
to man to get either oaks or Bishops, The
ground bas been gone over so many times and
go carefully, and exhaustively, ard by such
thorough scholarship, that one may rest in
peace,

There is not a single great Church historian
from the Madgeburg Centuriators to Mosheim
and  Neander, who does not admit that when
the struggling Christianity of the earliest day
breaks into the light if s Episcopal, has Bis~
shops, claims an Apostolic succession, insisis
that every Bishop shall be able to conneot him-
self with some Apostle.

Thore are indeed on the part of suoh writers
as Neander, Mosheim and others, very strange
theories to asocount for this fact, very amazing
weba spun out of their inner consciousness to
bridge the gulf of their own oreating, but every
man of them admits the fact that as soon as we
get history the Canrch is Hpiscopal.

I can understand how & man can say the
matter is of no consequence in any oase, An
Apostolic ministry is no better than sny other.
We oan start one fo—-day jast a3 good as that of
the second century or the firat, right here in
our town, We are aspious and a great deal
wiser than the Aposties, and a Church started
by three old women and two old men in a log
cabin tn the mountains of Tennessee is just as
good as the Church in the apper room in Jeru-~
salem. I say I caun understand that position
sad even have some regard for it, as a sort of
independent Ameriosnism that insiats on mak-
ing it8 own ministries, and even its own Bibles,
and perhaps its own Moessiah, but I fail to com-
prehend the position or meaning of the man
who denies the Christian past, and the histori-
osal records of eighteen centaries in his eager-
ness to prove that the Apostolio and Nicene
Churches were no more dignified in their origin
than an American sect.

It is conoeivable that our Lord might not
bave organized a church at all, that He might
might have.left His ideas and ipflaences to
clothe themselyes as they would, That is, it is
conceivable if cur Liord wasnot our Lord at ali,
but merely a great teacher and Ealightener.
Plato did not found a church, Emanuel Sweden-
borg did not found a church,

Bnt our Lord was more than a Teacher, He
was the Son of God. He brought down the
divine into the human. He came fo set upa
Kingdom of God upon earth, to interpenetrate
what our shallow spevoh oalls the natural with
what our equally shallow speech ocalis the
supernatural, That is, I should say, to reveal
that the universe is God’s and all parts of it,
visible and invisible, are equally His own.

Consoquently His birth was what we -all
supernataral, His life was the same, His
words and works were divine. His death was
equally lifted out of the plane of human ex-
periepces; and His resurreotion and ascension
were inevitable, more than logioal, necessary
n]alsults from His ooming into the world-at
8 .

The introduction of Jesus, the Son of Mary
and the Son of Gud, into this world and into
comman human life was aa erain the world’s
history which, backward and forward, illumi-
nated human life rnd revealed its mearning and
purpose,

Now the crowning act of that life was the
resurreotion. That event put the seal to all the
rest, The Lord chose it as snch seal, The
Apostles preached it assach seal. Thefaot of



