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any standard, thcy must appear highly impolitic. Thcre is
a paternal tone running through tbem. w~hiclî must have
bccn cxcccdingly unpalatable to the young gentlemen of
the Canadien, who had been rcading Blackstonc and De
Lornme, and who werc prinicd with the axioms of constitu-
tional government gathercd in thc study. No littie of this
counsci wvas couched- in the form,-mcn like the kcast,-that
of telling those to whorn it was addressed, virtually that it
was nccssary to tell them thcsc things ; and whcn wve corne
to examine the nraning of thc gencralities, they do flot offer
a single practical suggestion. This misjudged tone %vas the
greater error, as the utterance was nmade in the face of a
gencral election wvhen goverrirnents if wise, arc rcticcnt. The
Canadien wvas now in full activity. I ts articles arc tcmper.
ate to a degree so far as its political tone is considered.
But undoubtcdly the writcrs did thcir bcst to widcn the
chasm of diffcrencc of race which it was thc policy of the
office holder to suggest. It is astonishing that the writing
is so tame and comnion place, and utterly bcwildering that
it sho-ild ever have subjectcd its authiors to persecution. Mr.
Garneau says sentcntiously " l'apparition de ce Joun ai marque
l'eré de la liberté de la presse." To our mind it marks no
point at aIl in thc history of the Country, but the imbecility
and injustice of the Qucbec Govcrnment clique. Thc col-
umns of the paper contain cssays on govcrnment, without
the least power, shewing that their authors but inîperfectly
understood the questions they discussed. At the saine time
they were laudably frcc from pcrsonality. \M'hat ivas writ-
tenwias; put to paper with the design of controlling the vote
of the House of Assembly, and if the leaders of the niove-
mecnt had known howv to wield the bouse they created, tliey
%vould haye been formidable. But itw~as in this point tlley
failed. The leading mcn, althougli posscssing ability, were
singularly devoid of prudence. Tlîcy seeni neyer clearly to
have understood the true position of a House of Assenîbly,


