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POLITICTS.- .

'ir.}sA'rzs IN THE BRITISYH PARLIAMEN’I'Z

t—l

’ THE ‘\hmﬂcr moved thc order of the™

day for the fecond reading of lhc

Bill for fubje&ing tohaceo to tht. laws of
EXCIﬂ..

“Mr. Alderman Sawbridge® oppof'cd the

principle of this bill as dangerous. to the.

sights of the fubje®, At a time when
we were commumeorating the "century of
she Revolution, that illuftrious epocha of
Britith liberty, the Houfe, he trufted,
vrould not counrenance an detempt to in.
fringe that Lberty by an extenfion of the
Excife laws. He hoped they would not
give up, in another inftance,  that bul-
wark of our privileges; trial by jury. ‘The
‘xThe claufes of this Bill were of a natute
hnghly oppreflive, fuil ‘of fuch refiri@ions
as would myure and impede the Tobac-
co.dealsrs ina very great degree.  For
&hefcxeafons, he would’ drﬂ'.m from thz
furlhcr progrefs of this Bill,
.-Sir Watkin Lewesinformed: thé F’oufc,
; |h.1t his conftituents had inftru@ed hxm
. to oppefe the Bill to the utmoft of his
povn er, 13 an encroichment on the patural
‘nght cf the. people; and that his private
" opinion_correfpondedwith thofe fenti-
aments, Such anencrozchinent couldinot be
ebmpcrfatcd by that addmon of revenue
“wihich was expe@ed trom the prcfen: meas-
 fure; .- For his _part, he -was of opinion,
that a fedudtion of duty would be the beft
maode o{prevemmg fmuggling inthis ar-
hc!e. "While the duties on tobaceo were
fofenormous, in companfon -of the prime
" ebft.of the: ’-ommodx'y, “there exifted a
ﬂrong teruptation to the fmugc!cr ; and
he was confident that no Bill, however op-
pr~lTwe, would operate a fufficient check
cn'(mugeling, whilé the duties. commbed
_at-their-prefent high rate. _

-Mr, Alderman Newnham - appealed to
_the Houfe if it wasa fair; or a decent
: fthmg, to hurry a Bill of fuch magmwdc.

.. through the Houfe foquickly, 1t was im-
. poffible for the trade themfelves to under-
. ftand_ all the claufes of this bill, and
thereforc he thought a more diftant day
than the morrow (he did not mean a
. very diflant day) ought tobe fixed upon
by the Rnght Hon, Gcnt!hman, if he wilh-
- 8d.the Bill to-be underftcod ;- but if the
. Bill was to be fmuggicd” lhrough “the

- Houf, ther he would doubilefs 'go-on ‘as

ke pro'~olcd He bcggcd the Minifter'te
. cq_n deg h:s own’ charaacr, if ho o:hcr
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“confideration could have any effedt upon
him. ‘He alfo thought it was very ex-
traordinary that a question of (hi«.mngni‘.
tude wue debated in fo thin a” Houfe.

Sir Benjumin Hammett withed to have
th= 1evenuve carefully and fairly colleéted,
but heby no means withed to-have the
colle@ion df it enforced by a fyitem fo

‘arbitrary as chat of the Excife laws 5 laws

which decided caufes without a trial by
juty. He bad always been averfc to
the laws of Excife, folely hecaufethey pro-’
cecded on a principle fo repugnant to’
the general fpirit. of Englith jurifpru.
dence.

Mr. Samuel Smith was nct an enemy to
the Excife lawi#, in :hemfclvz:s, when ex-
erted with modcration ; but, inthe pre-
fent Bill, they- were coupled with ad-
ditiona] feverities, and unufual reftric.
tions. OUns great difadvintage that would
arife from cmplo,mg Excifc officers in
colle@®iny the dutics on tobacco, was,
that - thcy would have an opportunity of
Jearning the fecrets of a valuablc branch of
tradc ; andfome of them might be tempt-
ed, in hropes of acquiring a fortune, to go
over 1o the Continent, and communicate

hc"c fecrets to foreign pations., .

Mr. Alderman Watfon combated thé
The -principal ground : on which hs
refled, was, that a valuablo part of our
I#wi, namely, the privilege cf being tried
by our Peers, wouvld be fuperfeded in pare
by the Bill now @nder difcuffion. With
regard to the claufes of thie Bill, many of
them were extremely feverc, He was
furprifed that a pcrfon of fuch judgment
az the Right Hon. Gentleman poffefied;:
fhiould endcdvour to encreafle the revenus
by fuch means as thofe ‘which wuc in-
cluded in the Bill. :

Mr. Lheridan condemned the prec:p:n-
tion with which the Minifter feemed in-
¢lined to carry this Bill through the Houfe;
The Yxcifc laws, he faid] had alrcady
been extended {o far, that thie people had
little to boaft of in refpet of thofe in-
vajuable bltﬂmgs derived from the con-
and the - qucﬂmn nowvy was,
fhould he ﬂnll
further abridged by a very conf u‘cr;ble
extenfion of - thofe laws which were in-

-compatible with .ihe freedom of the fub-
- jedtinafmuch as thcy deprive him of rhofe :

bl.ﬂ‘mgs whxch refult from-a free cont
ﬁuuucn.



