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THE WEEK.

THE, alarming news of the ettexnpt upon
the Quesu'. life which. reacheà us on
Tliursday last, was fortunateiy acconi-
panied by the assurance that lier Majesty
had not only escaped the assassin'e aim,
but had suffered no serioue reenits froin
the sliock. Lt has been generally feit that
the recent mania for aseasination of those
in power predicated a state of things
which niight threaten danger to our be-
loved eovereign, and unus']al precautions
for- her safety have been taken of late. Lt
was not 80 much the deliberate attempt oef
an assassin that was feared, but the in-
fluence of the terible events -of the past
year upon the unstable mind of some
crank. Probably, however, in this case,
effeot and cause had widely different re-
lations. The examination Of MACLEAN
seems to have fully satisfi.ed people of the
genuine ineanity of the nnhappy boy, who
has thus added one more to the series of
providential escapes which lier Majesty
hma had at the hands of luratie. Foui,
times in ail during ber long reign lias the
Q ueen's life been attempted, in every case
providentially without harni. In every
case, too, the wouid-be assassin lias been
unmistakeably insane. OXFORD), the
young carpenter, who in 1840 -shot at the
royal carniage as it passed down Constitu-
tion lli, was imprisoned for many years

asyluin, after which ho was sont to New
Zealand.

Previone to the last-mentioned attempt,
an Act of iParliament was passed provid-
ing the punishinent of flogging for at.
tempte or tîreats againet lier Majesty's
person. This seeme te, have lied the sarne
effect as a similar provision nndoubtedly
did in the putting a stop b gerotting.
This law stili existe and may ho enforced
n MACLEAN'5 Case, should not a More

mercuful view of his irresponsmbiity be
taken.

One thing is certain, that the present in-
cident will do mudli to accentuate the
necessity already felt of taking some effi-
cient measures te protect society againet
the insane, or that even more dangerous
clase, te whom of late the epithet of
Ilcranks "' las been appimed. What those
measures are to ho, wil h Oone of the great
questions of the next few years, side by
side wth the temperance question, with
whidli it is in mauy respects closely
aiiied.

AMONGST the telegrarne reiating tc the
attempt on lier Majesty cornes one whidli,
if true, deserves notice. The Eton boys are
said to have made an attempt to "lLyndch"
the unhappy creature who fired the shot.
We say, if true, advisediy, for not ouly is
uch a suggestion easily made, even with-

out foundation et ail, but we can readily
imagine that a crowd of sdliool-boys miglit
ho eager te, lay bande on tIc criminel, and
to hustie him roughly after the manner of
boys, without suoh ulterior viewe as the
reporter assigna theni. Eton boys muet
have been greatly chenged in mennor and
discipline during the last few years, if any
deliberete attempt et lynching was even
thouglit of. Stili, the very report leads
us to notice how, s0 fer from dying out,
tIc American idea of mob law is actuelly
gaining supporters where lea8t we shouid
expect, and thet appeal from justice te
force, which a few years since we ciassed
as distinctively Amenicen, and stigrnetized
by uncompiimentary epithets, is now
spoken of as the not unnatural resuit of
an atternpt on the life of the most con-
stitutional of Sovereigne.

THE lateet reliable news fromIn reland is
the most satisfactory that we have had for
sorne tume. The Land League are fairly
beaten, and thc "ladies," whose statue
muet ho taken on the authority of Mr.
REDMOND, are doing littie in their cause.
Mr. SEXTON'S anticipation thet fewer rente
will ho paid in Merch thIn in October
lest bide fair to ho falsified. Law and
order, in sho rt, are beginnîng td rocover
their lost prestige, and the Goverument
measures are bearing their fruit. Rente,
we are told, are being peid as they have
not been for the last two years. As tIe
@o-called Illadies ' hold the purse-stringe
of ail the funde knowD to ho devoted to
the "cause," it would ho lut eresting to
know whet connection there existe between
this fact and that elicited by the Mill
Strvet examinations relative to the money
and PARNELL' iodais furnished the
maimers of cattie and mutiletors of
peasante by a central organization in Dub.
lin. If this ho proven against the coin-
mittee in question, it will ho a comfort to
those wlio still attedli some ieaning to the

greateet succese, artietically. The artist¶ St. Alban's Bazear is flourishing snd je the
ivas, however, somewhat taken aback by bezaar of the season. It lies been called
the fair one's d erending of hum an under-,'l"Churcli and State,t' Lady Macdonald repre-
taking not to sell any of these photographe aenting the latter.
until after lier death. On hie poin ing Commander Cheyne's lecture drew a large
out tlie delay whicli would in that cage assemblage. He je ever interesting, and people
possibly supervene, ho was assured that here are getting quite enthusiastic about hie
the BERNHARDT lied made up lier mimd k> balloon echeme, so muchlihae he the power of
die within a year from that time, s0 that carrying hie heerers with him.
the delay would not ho so very great after Dinnere are the order of the day. The Minis.
ail, end that, besides, if she failed to com-rn- fPbi or8adMlti n ee
plete tlie part of the agrpeerent, MÉLAN- tr fPbi ok n iii u eec

DRI houl be t ieîtyto su t i rnts are giving a series of ihem. Another balbas
DI so as theertyd eled.the tino beeîî evolved out of the imuer conscionsuese of a
passed, liowever, and some timo after the local scribe at Madame Caron'a, yet none took
expiration of the. year SÂRAHi received a place.
letter whie she wae in New York, point- '«The Sorcerei" was fairly rendered, public
ing out ber negfligence in remaining etili opinion praieing in a special manner-Mise Au-
in the* world, and suggesting sorne more mond as Lady Saugrazure, Miss Poetter ae
satisfactory arrangement. Il Patience," Aline, Mr. Robt. Sinclair as Sir Marmaduke and
telegraplied sIc to the impatient photo- Mr. M. Dunlevie in the title role. Vice-Royalty
grepher. IlAt -end of Arnerican engage- was present. The company have been iisked to
ment w-il l ultil engagement wiIfl you."
The ides of March, however, came and
passed, and, te niake a long story short,
SARAH is still alive, and the unlucky MÉ-
LANDRI, after severai unsuccessful ettempts
to make her take a proper view of the
matter, has referred lis case to the Tribu-
nal de Commerce.

Two rivais in prophecy wili have their
catastrophicel predictions of the end of the
worid put to the test during the ensuing
quarter of a century. Mr. PRocrOR'S or-
ratic cornet wili, lie anticipetes, in 1897
make it exceedingly warm for those of us
wlio are elive at thet date, but no loss a
person tlian NOSTRADAÂMUS wiii have to ho
lieard first. Eleven years earlier wili take
place a roniàrkabie religio-maeteorologic
conjunction, mn which, according to the
eider prophet, we are specially interested.
The end of the wonld is foretoid by hirn
in the linos :

Quand Georges Dieu crucifera,
Que Marc le ressuscitera,
Que Saint Jean le porters,
La fin du monde arrivera.

Lu other words and simple Englieli, when
Good iFriday feuls on St. George's Day,
Ea6ter on St. Mark's Day, and tlie Corpus
Domini on St. Jolin's iDey, the catastrophe
foretold is to liappon. The Calendar shows
that in 1886 this rare and airnost unpre-
cedented conjunction will take place,
Easter Day felihng tliat yeer on the 25tli
April, St. Mark's D qv. Curiously enough,
when exemined by the side of Mr. PRoc-
TOR'pi scientific prediction, it appears that
the dates ouly differ in 1897 by a single
day,-Easter faliing upon the 24th of
April, instoad of -the 25tli-and in tlie
rnany changes of the calendar since the
days of NOSTRADAMUS, a day may easily
have boon rnissed one way or the other.
On the othor hand, cornets are slippery
customers, and it le jugt possible that Mr.

PRCO'cornet may have the good teste
te soe the difficulty of reconciling tlie
rivale without some concessions on its
own part, and may put in an appearance
eleven years earliex' than the astronomer
calculates, if only to show its good will
towards so devout an astrologer as tlie
wor thy NOSTRADAMUS,

DOINGS AT THE CAP1TAL.

(FROM O1UR SPECIÂL CORRESPONDENT.>

Ottawa, Mardi 4th, 1882.
Last Saturday, tobogganing and skating party

at Governrnt House. The s.-ene was a preftv
one sud pureiy Canadian ; our "native talent,"
about which we lear so much, need not. go any
further for a stniking tableau. A background
of forestry lit up with Chineee lampe, skatere
fiitting about like swallows on the lakelet, -to-
boggans rushing by like arrows shot frorn a Tar-
tar'e bow, pretty girls in white, bine and red
blanket coats, sud a glorious bonfire throwing ita
rnddy glare on the whole, such are the mater-
isis. Hie Excellency wore an Indian buckakin
jacket richleièmbroidered in ailk, and aided
by has staff, did as usual hie beet to make peo-
pie feel at home and enjoy theinselves.

repeat the peiformen ce, and it is to be hoped
they will. Ottawa owes a great deai to its
amateur musioiaris and vocaliste. " Patience"'
wae introduced here by ladies of the St. Alban's
Churci choir some tirne ago, sud one can nniy
hope that the professionals wio are to preseut
it shortly will do as weli.

Commander Cheyne's lecture waa given under
the auspices of the Ottawa Literary and Scien-
tific Society. An interesting paper waà read ou
Friday at the Society's rooîns by Senator Allan,
entitled " Some Notes on the Physical Geo-
graphy sud Arcb>uology of Palestine."

Another tournament in tic House on Tues-
day, ou the occasion of Sir Charles Tupper's
commente on the budget. From the gallery,
where the chiels are taking notes, or where, as
others say, the Scribes are looking down upon
the Phariseeq, one could eepy Lady Frances Bal-
four's Kilmarnock, which bas become an " in-
stitution" in Ottawa. Sir Charles laboured to
show that the tax of fifty cents ou coal made it
cheaper to the consumer ; a weg suggests that
wheu the duty will be $5, cosi wili csfortiori
ceat notlxing.

It is now au open secret that there is to be a
dissolution and a general election for the second
week in June. Those who kuow say so. Sir
Charles made a regular election speech sud
anxused the galleries by the picture he drew of
Sir Richard Cartwright's career. It sounded
awful, sud wae dclivered in virtuously indig-
nant toues. Sir Richard, disdaining person.
alties, replied briefiy, sud then the Hon. T. W.

Anglin bored the House until one a.m. next
day, the monotony of tie proceedings being re-

lieved by interruptions from the Niagara bard,
who is ever in uis elern ut at that pastime.

Sir Richard Cartwright had drawn Sir Charles'
ire upon by commenting ou tic ungrammatical
piraeeology of Sir "1,N. P." Tiiley.

Sir John created aejike, during the afternoon,
saying that tic Opposition did not like sur-
pluses, as they were Low Churci.

Friday being a Goverument day, Mr. Boult.
bee resumed the debate on tic Budget. As a
matter of course he put ou another coat of ter
and a few, mnore feathera ou, those unfortunate
individuals tic members for Centre Huron sud
Gloucester. It is time we had something
new.

During the course of the afternoon, that

curious being, whose duties consii.t in making a
rigit angle of hie body a few times during tic
session, sud of issuing invitations on opening
sud prorogation daya, ou which latter occasions
he is him8ecf peculiarly fuasy sud overbearing,
entered tic bouse

"Under the shade of melanoholy bowg,"

(Shakespeare, slightly altered), sud aummoned
tic Commons to tic Senate, wiere HisEIxcel.
lency gave tic Royal asseut to a couple cf bIsl.

Madame Rivé-King'a second concert was les
attendcd than the firat. AIl present enjoyed
and appreciated her splendid playing.

A local critic complaina that Mcndelasob n'a
concerto in E minor, which sic playcd on
Thuraday, 'lis not at al auitcd for the piano,"
adding Ilwe missed the violin." Periapa so;
but so would eue miss tic piano, were a violin-
ist to play it as a solo ; as a matter cf fact,
Mendelseohn originally wrote this concerto for
two pianos.
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