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epislipal authorities and the comniixes.

.or, ucarly all the selections, froly
made by the electors, are worthy of
being ratified, anid ne nanouevrles or
mnuaces are introduced lito the clec-
tiens.

The parishes are scrved by double the
number of priests that they possess in
Friance, but still the secila- clergy, not-
withstanding the devotion of vhich
they give proof, are not nuincrous
enough te satisfy the religiois wants of'
thoso piots people; for, bosides the
chirches which are to bo foind in each
village, there are scattered over the
country chapels erected by aicient
families in expiation of their sins or as
souvenirs of their dieceased ancestors;
-whilst nany chapels axe also raised up
by the zeal of the inhabitants. These
chapels are to bc found in the Imost
elevated parts of the country, even at
the height of fifteen hundred metres, in
places w-hitler the peasar.ts send their
flocks during the summx er season. Here
the religiois orders find a field for their
7eal, their spirit of sacrifice, and their
practical intelligence. I have never
better understood their zeal than when
I met the Capuchins, with their- poolr
-costumes, braving the rigors of the sea-
son, and going to serve the nost distant
chapels, winning for themselves the lt-
most popularity and affection.

Each month, two Fathers preach a
sermon in a village, and iearly all the
population approach the holy table.
Practical and able speakers, the Fathers
preach sermons which are greatly liked,and which draw large crowds. Lik e
the religious of the middle ages, if the
church is too small to hold the inass
of the faithful, they preach in the open
air.

I know no fmuer spectacle than that of
this people practicing their duties, and
preserving the faith with the saie
fervôr as their fathers centuries ago
possessed ; and w-hen, accustoned to
the French cbu-ches o certain regions,
whicli are deserted by mon, I saw a
parish church filled with the male
population, I could not pi-event myseif
from feeling a livoly omotion. Faith-
fuil to the prescriptions of the Church,
the peasants of this country do not con-
fine themselves to a weelkly attendance
ut the religious ceremonies. They do

not fail each day to pray in the chirch,
nd they have proserved fox- soveral
contiois the toihing cistoin o re-
pontinig at their second meal a " Pater
anid A-e," and a praye for friends and
cnomnies, as weIl as for the soulIs iln
pirgatory. On the walls of the liouses
are te be foiund pictuires of our Lord and
the Blcssed Vi-gin, togetler with tiat
of the saints particularly venerated by
the fill ly or the villago. Evein the
inns admit these religious prints, and I
have not foiiid oe of these ilnns in
w-hici the principal rooxn was not
ornaiented with a crulcifix. Finally,
at tie door of the houses inhabited hy
the old peasanît fimilies there is usually
a holy w-ater font, and befe-e the in-
mates retire, the priest, who visits
thei, gives thxemu his blessing. The
Celorgy aro overyw-here received with
opei aris, and no inhabitant, not even
sti angers, w-ho pex-haps nourish at the
bottoi o their hearts very littlie love
fox priests, wil! daro to utter a disre-
spectful word towards thein. When a
priest travels througl the country, the
littlo children run before him and catch
his hand. This is the touching way in
which they testify their respect.

3esides the Capuchins, are to be
found in the canton of Schxweitz the
13Tenedictines, owners of the splendid
Convent of EiIIsiedeln, the mîîost frequîenît
rert ln Eurepe ef pilgims. Pi-otecto-
of the wholoe coiintry, whici it has filled
with beiefits, the convent is at once a
bouse of instruction and a place where
deep and learned studies are caxried on.
The college las a ligh -renown for the
ability with which the students atre
tauight. It is necessary te inscribe one's
name on the books several months in
advance to obtain admission, so greut
is the number seeking for entrance.

The divine pr-ecept wlhii ordains the
sanctification of the Sunday is fully
obeyed on that day ail work conses.
Never does a sick person din witiout
the consolations of religion. Aid this
people, w-ho preserve the Catiolic faith
untarnisied, possess arich counitry. All
the iihabitants knîow how to rcad and
write, and the press counts many organs.
Strangers arrive tiere whîo, to a certain
extent, bring about the cexation of a
class generally disposed to boeome the
instriunent of social disorganization


