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belonging to- Maria. On opening- it, he “found lying upon a
soft bed of beautifully white cotton, the ver) ring which he had
given to his betrothed ; accompanied by a vmtm s\ampcd
with the arms of Poland, in the following terms':
« The National Government to Lnsmn Stanislas.—For a
monil’s pay due, the ensign-shall receive this rir’w‘, presented
to the public heasuly by 1hr‘ citizen Maria * ¥ % o
#. vk =& Hinistél of Finance.’
« The govemment had not yet had time to send to the
mint the patriotic gifts of the ladies of Warsaw,
< Stanislas recovered ina moment ; he rose from hxsbed, and
was in a short time in Maria’s plesence,—-hut trembling, agita~
ted, and:-ashamed: to look her in the facc, Gcntly tanﬂ her
left hand, he-said. . ‘ :
. % What have you done : wlth my rmn"l Do you rccogmze
me 1 I am Stanislas ¥ .
¢ 0Oh !.he is justas he appeared ]ust mght. It 18 the reali-
ty of my dream P’ .. - '
¢ But this time Stanislas spolxe mlldly, and his look wns s tan-
der ;—neither was his hand so strong and rough. - His wound,
however, was still bleeding,: and . this was in the drcam; but it
was.now. divested:of the: fear and Horror that had- accompamcd
the circumstance on the previous night. o
s Maria, forgive me my mad fur_y ;. idiot that I was, {o accuse
thee:so wronglully LN o :
¢t She did not comprehend him." . £ e
« Will you believe that I thought you had nuven my rmrv to
Michel Linski?’
. s Sill she. did not comprehend his- mennm She wanted to
falk to him about. the war," the- danger: of ]?mrrn, his own
wounds, and the general in chief, as if-this was the first time
she. had met him since his return. e, on-the “other hand,
would speak of nothmfr byt his ring- and ]us anger-on the pre-
vious night. :
.« Okl we have already met,’ he smd HE xt was in tlns vory
apartment, and here is cvndence of the fact Bchold this
blood upon the carpet ¥ v
...% The troth flashed upon Marias :
¢« It was not then.a dream? I bave it she cued aftcra
moment’s reflection ; ¢ yéu were asking me for my err ’
« ] cursed you.” he e\clmmed
.4¢ Oh,no! I did:not hearit, = - - oo
“ ¢ You were asleep then.- .So much lhe betlon. As for-tbe
sing, 1 have it here, and 1 thus restore it to you.



