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EDITORIA L.

wEAKNESS ANn sritENtJTIf.

For when I ar wenk, then I an strong. II. Cor. xii. 10.

The apostle's paradox is ominently worthy of the
careful consideration of a», as the aphorisn is
universal ar.d not particulir. It is truc of others,
as wall as of Paul, that when they aro welk, then
are they srong? Experienco proves this, and
mnemory preserves it in its aweet fragrance and
utility. The journey cf timo runs not over
smooth planes, but is constantly initerruipted by
vicissitudes called " the rps and downs of lifo,"
and happy is he who so understands and treats
these ups and downs as to assign to each its proper
place.

Changes aro the necessary order of changing
time. Our food periahetlh with tho using. Our
clothing grows old and is reqplaced with new. Even
the bodies we now inhabit arc earthly and muet b
put off. God can prepare us for the house froi
heaven. The trae Christian earnestly desires that
hase, not to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
niortality might e swallowed up of life. (11. Cor.v.)
To b unclothed was only desirablo as a proparation
for botter clothing. Paul desired to be weak that
he might have Chriat's strength-to bo empty of
elif-to bo filled with Christ. He had no desire to

glory in himself, but when driven to it by the un-
kinduess.of others ho would glory in his weakness,
because it was in the valley of reprraches and suf-
fering for Christ he gachered his choicest jewels.

The saints of both Testaments rose from extreine
weakness to the greatest power attainable on
carth. In recordiug in the 11li of Hebrews the
victories of that 'great cloud of witnesses," the
climax is reached at the 34th verso in those who
"out of weakness were made strong "--s strong as
ta put to flight the armies of the aliens. Abraliamn
had no greater j'y than when from Mîunt Moriah
ho saw Jesus' day (John viii. 56), when passing
through his severest trial. What were his earthly
prospects whon ho led ta the altar the son of his
old age, the dear son ai promise, the prozenitor of
the Messial, who asked, " Where is the lanb for
a butrnt sacrifice?" He liad the tire and knife, and
Isaac carried the wood, but he had no lamb, and
could only say, ' God will provide Ilimself a lamb
for a burnt sacrifice, my son.' But this answer
satisfied both father and son, "so they went both
cf them together." Isaac's sweet ohe lience must
have bound hilm stronger to his father's heart.
But without any liesitation ho bund Isaac, laid
him un the altar and took the knife ta slay his son.

But He who "spared not Hîs own Son " apared
the son of Abraham, who bbeld a ram caught by
his boras in a thicket, which hoa sleW and offered
instead of Isaac. How severe the trial, how grand
the victory of the friend of God ! (Gen. xxiv.)

Moses chose affliotion with the people of God
rather than the pleasures Of l'in for a season,
esteening the repfoach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of P 1ypt. When ho was weak,
thon ho wss strong-had a strength which csme
fromt seaing im who is invisible.

David was a happy muan, and never wer his
triuimphant str.ins swector than when passing
through lore afflictions. It was when ho fled in
weakness before Saul and his armed hasts ha con-
posed the wonderful 34th Psalm:

I will bMEss the L" ord at ail times,
Jis praise shah h continiualkv in ry mouth;
My soul shalt inaîe her boast iis the Lord,
The hbuînble shall lcar thereof and lbe glad," etc., etc.

Hio was so weak as ta b but a step from death
and su stror.g as ta mako bis boast in the Lord, e gid
te cal upon yoimig and old ta join in his triumph-
snt sang. 'ie L'rd was witl him in tho valley of
the sladow of death and lie would fear no ovil, and
when the grave claimed hima as its victima bis tongue
was glad and his iesh woubt rest in hope, becauso
God would not Icave the soul of Jesus in hiades nor
suffer his holy One ta see corruption. But David
anticipated the supoior strength of New Testa-
m1ont saints whan Goad would fulfil the promiso
made tinta the fathers in raising up Christ fron
the dead. In the 72nd Pealrm lie speaks of the
wisdoni and popularity of Bis son S omon, how
thu kings would bring lmo him presents and offer
gifts. He mentions at the 11th verso His greater
Son-Jesuis, thus, "l Yen, ail kings shait fait down
before Him, ail nations saall serve Him." Why
this umiversal dominion1 " For He shall deliver
the wredy iwhen he cricth, the pour also, and him
that hatt io helper."

Suc ara the characteriatics of the Son of David,
and thle lang.ages of earth muay be challenged for a
botter description of a perfect Potontate. Ho is
the warmn friand of all the pour, all the needy, ail
tie helpless. He lcars their cry and can and wili
deliver tiem. Altihough thoy deservo ail their
misery, He died far their sins, and cau be just in
hearing their cry and delivering them.

The Now Testamnent records the charreter and
life of Jens as f-retoid by David. He did deliver
the needy when they cried unto Hin, the por and
lielpless. He was constantly healing the sick,
ex pelling denons and even raising the dead. When
two blind men heard that Jess passed by, they
cried, "ave mercy on us, O Lord, thon Son of
David;" and whon Ihe multitude rebuke-d.athom they
cried the more, '' Have mercy on ns, O Lord, thou
Son of David." They were poor and hod îo holpor;
thoy were discouraged and rebuked by othera; but
they cried ta the Sun of David and He heard and
doivered then from biudness. (Matt. xx. 30 34)
When the woman of Canaan in lie distress cried
ta Him for her daughter, who was possessed of a
deion, Ho seemed at firat ta refuse ber. But she
hîad no helper and worshipped ien, saying, "Lord,
help me." She would nat bo put off. At lest the
Son of David exclaimed: " , woman, great is thy
faith, b it tinto thee as tholi wilt." Ard ber
daughter was made whole from that very hour.
(Matt. xv. 22-28) He heard those Who pied for
ticmse es and aiso thoso who pied for cthera.
Anld He is the saine yesteîday, to-day and forever.
He was cruîciiied in weakness. but now lives by the
power of God ta fultil this grand prediction.

When the Jewish rulers threatened the apostles
with certain denth if they spoke any nore in tie
naine of Jesus, what could they do ? They could
appeal to no eM-hly tribunal, for ail were against
themi. They wore poor and had no helper. They
met with thoir brothren and pied with Gnd through
the Sun of David ta strongthen them for the work.
The place of meeting was shaken, they were fillad
with the Holy Spirit and were stronger and still
more successful in their work. (Acta iv.)

Paul and Siluas preached in Philippi. in the
midat of dying sinners they earnestly and lovingly
declared from day tu day thart Jesus died for their
ainls and was mot anxious ta save themi sud make
thom happy for over. But no one seemed to pay
the least attention ta them, but a maid possessed t
with a deauma. She f.>llowed thein, crying out,
" Theso men are the servants of the most high Goad
which show tinta lus the way Of salvation." But
Paul wanted no suich aid, and ho expelled the spirit.
But when her masters sa.w that they could make no
more money by this forturne-teller, they caught i
Pail and Silas, drew them ta the ruler, ifakely
accused them of crimes, and without a trial they
wero severely beaton, thrust into the inner prison
and their foot fêatened in the stocks. This was 1
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hard treatmont for th.ýir cos'î'tant laher aid aux oly
ta malko the people happy f. r time ard <t. rîiîy.
But what could thoy dol Whr c -nld they Id I
Ail were againat themn. At iidnight Pauil ind
Silas prayed. Suroly thoy wero poor enouîigh,
needy and had no helper. But they remnen,btred
the Son of David-is sufferings, His triiuimphs
and Iis promises. Tioir prayers wero turred to
praises and the prisonera heard thm; G d hlcard
them, Jesue ieard tiem. An cartig zlke shook
the prison, (,ut of weakness they wetiu made strong,
spolke the word of the Lord ta the jîilor and ta ail
tiat wero in hits house, and ail of them were re-
joicing believers in Cod beforo daylight ad became
the neucleus of the grand churchi of Philippi.
When I amn weak, thon iam 1 strong i

The Corinthian brethren h-id been unfuir to Paul,
compelling him ta defend his apostleship, and thon
calling that defence self glory. He should have
been corninded of thum, fûr he had aming thim
proved himslf not a whit behind the chie apostle.
Still he was nothing in himself, and if driven ta
glory it wild bo in his iifirmity, unworthiness
and woaknîess. Ho koow a mian in Christ fourteen
years bofore caught up ta the third heoavens,
whoiher il the body, or a disombodied spirit, lie
couild not tell. God knew this. But Paul knew
hir ho was caught up into Paradise and beard
words uinlawfuil fut mlan ta utter. What great
honor was conferred on such a manr, what abund-
ant revelations be must have received in hearing
the conversation of heavenly inhabitanits? This
mani was Paul. At one time lie was in Paradise
hearing the conversation of heaven, at another on
earth, pierced with a thorn in the fl.,sh, the mes-
songer of Satan to bullet him. This thorn was so
loathsorne and sevore ibat with ail his heraism and
etdurance ho besought the Lord thrice that it
might depart, but ho must bear it. In which of
theso states would Patl glory, int the abunaant
revelation or the thorn in the fleub 1 In the latter,
certainly. Which was the moat dangerous, the
vision -r the thorn ? The vision, mtost assuredly,
and it fas ta save him from its danger the thorn
was sent. Verse 7).

If the O.d Testamenit was writtan for the learn-
ing of primitive Christians (R ,m. xv 4). bt h the
Old and New wore written for our learning, that
we throutgh patience and comfort if the scriptures
might have hope. This is true of ail Clhistians,
and especially true of tiose most concorned for the
trimniphs of the gospel and the enlargement and
prosperity of the church. Preachers, good men
and truc, are often sorely tried when they seo so
littile resulting fron tioir labors, few or n conver-
sions, troubles in the church, a continua decrease
by deaths and removals, and, still worse, by ex-
clusions. In the meantimo a readinesa ta lay the
blanie on others, vho, in retuirn, are jiust as un-
willing ta bear the blame, How blessed it is when
ail helps fait, to remember the S,,n of David, who
Himnself was made perfect through sufferings, and
will not fail ta deliver the needy when ho crieth,
the poor and him who bas no helper. We doubt
not, but the reader can remembr the times of
larkness and discourageient and aiso the bright
easons which followed, " Wheu the enemy camîîe
n like a fi md and the apirit of the L 3rd lifted up
a stand8rd against him." Lot these words of Chiret
lweil in us richly, "l In the wor'd ye shall have
ribulation, but b of gond cheer, I h'ave overcono
the world," and we will find it " batter ta walk
With Christ in the dark than ta walk alone in the
ight," and that is atrength will b made perfect
n Our weakness.

The Worid's Congress of Churches will b he-ld
n Chicago in connection with the Columbian Ex.
osition. Tho Disciples of Christ occupy two days,
September 13-14. For three hours nur speakers
an address the multitudes in the great hall. The
rest of the ione hIe speakers will b heard in some
of the smaller hals in the building.


