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EDITORIAL.
WEAKNESS AND STRENGTH.

Yor when I am weak, then Inmstrong. IL Cor. xii. 10.

The apostle’s paradox is aminently worthy of the
careful consideration of all, as thoe aphorism is
universal ar.d not particular, It is true of others,
a8 woll as of Panl, that when they aro wenk, then
aro thoy swong?
memory preserves it in its aweet fragraunce and
utility. Tho journey cf time runs not over
smooth planes, but is constantly interrupted by
viciesitudes called ‘“the ups and downs of life,”
and happy is he who so understands and treats
theso ups and downs as to assign to each its proper
vlace.

Cheanges aro the necessary order of changing
time. Our food perisheth with the using. Qur
clothing grows old and is raplaced with new. Even
the bodies we now inhabit arc earthly and must bo
put off. God can prepare us for the house from
heuven. The true Christian earnestly desires that
houge, not to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowad up of life. (II. Cor.v.)
To be unclothed was only desirable as a proparativn
for bettor clothing, Paul desired to be weak that
be might have Chriat’s strength—to be empty of
solf—to be filled with Christ. He had no desire to
glory in himself, but when driven to it by the un-
kindness.of others he would glory in his weakness,
because it was in the valley of reprraches and suf-
fering for Christ he gachered his choicest jowels,

The saints of both Testaments ruse from extreme
weakness to the preatest power attainable on
carth. In recording in the 11th of Hebrews tho
victories of that *'great cloud of witnesses,” the
climax is reached at the 34th verse in those who
‘‘ out of weakness were mads strong "—so atrong as
to put to flight the armies of the aliens. Abraham
had no greater joy than when from Msunt Moriah
he saw Jesus’ day (John wii, 56), when passing
through his severcat trial. What were his carthly
prospects when he led to the altar the son of his
old age, the dear son ol promise, the progenitor of
the Messiah, who asked, * Where is the lamb for
a burnt sacrifice!” He had the fire and knife, and
Isaac carried the wood, but he had no lamb, and
could only say, ““ God will provide Himeclf a lamb
for a burnt sacrifice, my son.” Bat this anawer
aatisficd both father and son, ** au they went both
of them together.” Isaac’s sweet obe lience must
have bound him stronger to his father’s heart.
But without any hesitation he buuud lssac, laid
him on the altar and tock the knifs to slay hia son,

But He who *'spared not His own Son » spared
the eon of Abratuam, who bsheld & ram caught by
his horns in a thicket, which ho slew and vffered
instead of Iseac. How severs the trial, how grand
the victory of the friend of God! (Gen. xxiv.)

Moses choss affliotion with the people of God
rather than the pleasures of sin for a season,
esleeming the repYoach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of Typt. When he was weak,
then he wes atrong—had a strenyth which came
from seeing Him who is invisible.

David was & happy man, and never werse his
trivmphant str.ine swector than when passing
through sore offlictions. It was when he fled in
weakness before San) and his armed hosts he com-
poeed the wonderful 34th Psalm:

¢ I will bless the Lord at all times,
His praise shall be continually in oy mouth;
My soul shall maie her bonast 1 the Lord,
The humble shall hear thereof and be glad,” etc., stc.

Experience proves this, and :

Ho was so weak as to bo but a step from death
and 80 strorg as to make his boast in the Lord, cad
to call upon yonug and old to juin in his tricmph-
ant sonz.  The Lord was with him in the valley of
the shadow of death and ho would fear no ovil, and
when tho gravo claimed him as its victim hii tongue
was glad and his flesh woula rest in hupe, becanse
God would not leave the soul of Josus in hades nor
suffer his holy Ono to see corruption. But David
anticipated the supoiior strength of New Testa-
wont eaints whon God wouid fulfil the promise
made unto the fathers in raisicg up Christ from
the doad. In the 720d Pealm he speaks of the
wisdom and popularity of His son Sulemon, how
tho kings would bring unto him presents and offer
gifts. Heo mentions at the 11th verse His greator
Son—Jesus, thus, ** Yea, all kingas shall fall down
before Him, all nations shall serve Him.” Why
this universal dorainion? ** For He shall deliver
the needy when he crieth, the poor also, and him
that hath no helper.”

Such are the characteristics of the Son of David,
and the langeages of carth may be challenged fora
botter doscription of a perfect Potentate, Ho is
the warm fricnd of all the poor, «lf the needy, 'l
the helpless. Ho hears their ery and can and wil
deliver them. Although they desorve all their
misery, He died for their sins, and can be just in
hearing their cry and delivering them.

The New Westament records the charrcter and
life of J esus as foretold by David. He did deliver
the needy when they cried unto Him, the poor and
helpless. He was constantly healing the aick,
expelling demons and even raising the dead. When
two blind men heard that Jesus passed by, they
cried, “* Have mercy on ug, O Lord, thou Sor of
David;"” and when the multitude rebuked.thom they
cried the more, ¢’ Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou
Son of David.” They were poor and hod uo helper;
thoy were discouraged and rebuked by others; but
they cried to the Sun «f David and He heard and
delivered them from blindness.  (Matt, xx, 30 34)
When the woman of Canaan in het distress cried
to Him for her daughter, who was posaessed of
demon, He eeemed at firat to refuse her. But she
had no helper and worshipped Him, sayiny, “Lord,
help me.” She would not bo putcff. At last the
Son of David exclaimed: ** (3, woman, great is thy
faith, be it unto thee as thoa wilt.” Ard her
daughter was made whole from that very hour,
(Matt. xv, 22-28) He heard those who pled for
thcmsecses and also those who pled for cthers,
Aud He is the same yesterday, to-day and forever.
He was crucified in weakness, but now lives by the
power of God to fultil this grand prediction,

When the Jewish rulers threatened the aposties
with certain denth if they spoke any mote in the
name of Jesus, what could they do? They could
appeal to no ep-ihly tribunal, for all wore against
them. They were poor and had no helper, They
et with their brothren and pled with God through
tho Sun of David to strengthen them for the work.
‘The place of meeting was shaken, they were fill=d
with the Holy Spirit and were stronger and atill
more successful in their work., (Actsiv.)

Paul and Silas preached in Philippi. In the
midst of dying sinnecs they earnestly and lovingly
declared from day to day that Jesus died for their
eins and was most anxious to save them and make
thew happy for ever. But no ene seemed 10 pay
the least attention to them, but a maid possessed
with a demon. She fullowed them, crying out,
** Theso men aro the gervants of the most high God
which show unto us the way of salvation.” But
Paul wanted nosuch aid, snd he expelled the spirit,
But when her masters sew that they could muke no
more money by this fortune-lellor, they canght
Paul and Silas, drew them to the rulers, faleely
accused them of crimes, and without & trial they
wero soverely beaton, thrust into tho inner priscn

and their foot fastened in tho stocks. This »as
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hard treatmont for thair constant Inbor and uny oty
to make the people happy fir timo and ctorniy.
But what could they dul  Whore ¢ -uld they lucl ]
All were againat them. At midnight Panl and
Silas prayed. Surely they wero poor enough,
necdy and had no helper. But they remonsbered
the Son of David—His snfferings, His trinmphs
and Ilis promises, Their prayers were turned to
praises und tho prisonera heard thom; (i d h2ard
them, Jesus heard them, An cartl g auke shook
the prison, vut of weakness they weto munds strong,
gpoke the word of the Lord to the jailor and to all
that wero in his house, and all of then: wero re-
joiciny beliovers in God before daylight and became
the peucleus of the grand church of Philippi,
Whon I am weak, then an [strong?

‘I'he Corinthian brethren had been unfair to Paul,
compelling him to defend his apostieship, and then
calling that defence self glory. He should have
been commeonded of them, for he had among them
proved himsolf not a whit behind the chicf apostle.
Still he was nothing in himself, and if driven to
glory it wonld Lo in his infirmity, unworthiness
and weakness, He kaew a man in Christ fourteen
years bofore caught up to the third heavens,
whother in the body, or a disembodicd spirit, he
could not tell, God knew this. But Paul know
how ho was caught up into Paradise and heard
words unlawfvl fo. wan to utter, What great
honor was conferred on such a man, what abuud-
ant revelations he must huve received in hearing
the conversation of heavenly inhabitauts? This
man was Paul. At one time he was in Paradise
hearing the conversation of heaven, at another on
carth, pierced with a thorn in the flush, the mes-
senger of Satan to buttet him. This thorn was so
loathsome and severe that with all his heroism and
etdurance he besought the Lord thrice that it
wight depart, but he must bear it. In which of
theso states would Paul glory, iu the abunaant
rovelation or the thorn in the flesh | In the latter,
certainly.  Which was the most dangerous, the
vision or the thorn? The vision, nost assuredly,
and it was to save him from its danger the thorn
was senl, Verse 7).

If the O.d Testament was writtan for the learn-
ing of primitive Christians (R m. xv 4), bith the
Old and New were written for our learninyg, that
wo through patience and comfort of the seriptures
might have hope, This is true of alt Christians,
and especially true of those most concorned for the
triumphs of the gospel and the onlargement and
prosperity of tho church. Preachers, good men
and true, are often sorely tried when they ses 80
little resulting from their fabors, fow or no conver-
sions, troubles in the church, a continual decrease
by deaths and removals, and, still wurse, by ex-
clusions. In the meantimo a readiness to lay the
blawe on others, who, in return, are just as un-
willing to bear the blame, How blessed it is when
all helps fail, to remember the Sun of David, who
Himself was made perfect through sufferings, and
will not fail to deliver the needy when he crieth,
the poor and him who has no helper, We doubt
not, but the reader can rememb.r the times of
darkness and discouragement and also the bright
seasons which followed, * Wheu the onemy came
in like a flond and the apirit of the Lird lifted up
a standard against him.” Let these words of Chirat
dwell in us richly, ¢ In the wor'd ye shall have
tribulation, but be of good cheer, I hava avercomo

the world,” and we will find it © batter to walk
with Christ in the dark than to walk alone in the
light,” and that His atrength will be made perfect
in our weaknuss,

Sw—— —

The World’s Congress of Churches will bs held
in Chicago in connection with the Columbian Ex-
position. The Disciples of Christ oceupy two duys,
September 13-14. For three hours our speakers
can address the multitudes in the great hall, The
rest of the timo tho speakers will bo heard in some
of tho smaller halls in the building,




