TR UT WU,

§

public purss, no leas than eight Liout.
Governory, all with good saluries, oflicinl
residences, and libera! contingendies.
When the wholo of the sum total of ex-
penses of overy kind is added up, in con-
nection with theso nino oflicials for a
singlo year, it nearly takes the breath
away from a man of ordivary ideas. How-
ever, we are given to undeistand that it
is all a noble system of governmeont, for
which «ll ought to be dovoutly thankful.
Perhaps at all is, It might look hke
maoanness or disloyalty to say anything
else. It mght look liko false cconomy to
reducy the number of these oflicials or to
reduce the expenses in connection with
any onv of them, It takes quito an
amount of educating up, however, to con-
vince some men of all these things, and
PTrurn would rather not undertako the
task. Tho genllemen who strut abeut
each ycar at the opening of our sossions
of Parliament, in their gold lace, satin
breeches, and Vidsor uniform generally,
have ocked carefully into the whole thing
and thoy assure the public that tho
“Father of Confederation,” under whose
wise gurdance all theso things havo grown
up and cuntinue to thrive, ought to be the
proudest man in the whols countiy.

Large as these payments may seem, it
18 not at ail probable that the individual
recipients have been able to have saved
much vut vl the apparcutly large salariea,
Evory such oticeal 1s eapeeted to **
tawn the digny of the othee, and to do
som a manner becomung usual ideas ,
great diuners must be guen to a great
number of favorites, and a vast deal of
expensive othicial display of vanvus hinds
nmust be mdulged m. So Jong as the
“dagorty aden 1s kept up to anytlung ke
its present standard, the people must ca-
pect to fuot up just such enormous bills
as they have been dousy these years past.
Canada s trying to put un cilivial style aud
Canadians must pay for itall,  Days may
come when more woderate aud moro ta-
tional ideas may prevail in regard to such
matters, but there are not now any proba-
bilities of them. Tho tendency appears
to bo towards additional extmvaganceand
display rather than otherwise.

aLn-

Morc IDisallowance.

The *“License muddle” difliculty so faras
regards the conflict of authority between
the Provincial and Dominion Govern-
ments, reached another stage last week by

Ahe act of the Dominion Government in

disallowing the Act paseed by the Provin-
cial Legislaturo last scssion, requiring
heavy fees of all these taking eut Do-
minion licenscs.  As to the propriety of
the act dizcriminating so heavily against
the Dominien license holders there is a
good de.l of honcst diversity of upinion.
On the whole it does not appear probable
that the Provindal authoritics much
strengthened their position in takiug that
step. Tho action on arbitrarily disallow-
ing tho measure will go towards intensi-

fying the struggle about * Provincial

rights.”  If the Ottawa Cabinet intend to
disallow any and every act of any of tho
Provivcial legislatures which may scem to
them useless or unwito measures, orin any
other way obnodinug, thero will aurely ho
somo scrious complications beforo long.
Tho prespects new aro that tho issuoinre-

gard to provincinl ryhts will bo a very
serious political issuo in the near future.

pm——————

As mattors now stand thoro is no law
in forco in Ontario requiring any Provin-
cial fco to be puid by thoso taking out
Dominion liquorlicenses. Tho Confeder-
ation Act clearly states that tho pro.
vinces shall havo the authority to impose
licenso fees, for revenuo purposes, but
the Ottawa authoritics decido to disallow
tho only Act specifying the amount that
¢hall be paid for the Dominion licenses.
Theto 13 thereforo now no law in regar?
tothe matter. 1tia understcod, however,
that tho Ottawa autherities have isesed
circulars to all their liconso holders to
tonder the samo feo as they would have
been obliged to pay for an Ontario
license.  Practically this is taking in hand
to decido just what amount of tax the
Province shall have for revenuo purposes
out of tho license business. Probably
this action was & good deal better than
no action at all, but it hag an awkward
look, from a constitutional sta.ad point.

Itis now pretty well understood that a
inan having obtained a liquor license from
cither set of issuers will bo allowed to
sell during the year without hindrance, or
at least until & final legal decision is ob.
tained from the Privy Council. It was an-
nounced in the House of Commons on
behalf of the Gavernment, that tho Do-
minion oflicers would not make any prose-
cutions under the McCarthy act,unless ina
case or two out of which tomake a good test
case. Teis pretty well understood that
the Provincial authorities will pursue
a very similar course. Probably no other
would have been advisable on either hand
as with all the “‘glorious uncertainty of
tho Jaw,” as interpreted by the Courts no
man can tell just what decision will be
reached, or who may havo to back down.

The practical effect will be that a much
larger number of liquor shops will be in
full blast this year than would have heen
bat for this conflict. The threo licenses
issued. on the Island hero at Toronto are
evidences of the- additional facilitics for
liquor in conscquenco of ths system in-
augurated. DProbably there are a large
number of others of a similar kind in
other municipalitics. Tho conviction
must be strong with many that tho Do-
minion authorities havo taken a very
scrious responsibility in this whole matter.
The proviuces had excreired tho unques-
tioned right of the - "¢ issue and con-
trol of the license system for fiftcen years
and it was not to he expected that the
authorily would be yiclded up, under the
circumstances,withoutanundoubted neces-
sity for deing so. The Dominion auther
ities proceced, in tho face of theso facts,
to issuo a largo number of licenses on tho
strength of a law which they freely admit
isof doubtful validity. Itis sincerely to
be hoped that no greater ovils will come
out of all this than a considerablo increaso,
for the timo being, of tho number of
liquor thopa, a large additional expenso
o the peoplo in any caso, a good deal of
scrious legal confusion, and a geod deal of
addition bad fecling.  Theso ovils are all
great cnough, but cven moro serious and
additional ones may como out of epening
up this difliculty before it can ho finally
sottled.

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

sty Presort Positiva and Proapioly in
Groat Brituin,
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In speaking of tho prospocts of Women's
Suffrago in tho old country, it would bo
an invidious distinction to specify Eng-
land, as though that portion of the King.
dom alone wero dealing with, and had any
special sympathy for, this great question
of tho Jduy.

Beginning about forty years ago, when
the exclusion from the platform of tho
ladies who were sent to support Mr, Lioyd
Garrison as delegates from tho United
States to tho Anti-Slavery Union holding
its meotinga in London, had aroused tho
indignation, not only of tho lndices them-
selves, but of lovers of justico throughout
the country, tho question of Woman's
Rights has gono on steadily growing both
in importance and gravity until it is the
foremost question, vath perhaps the ox-
ception of temperance, before the British
Government to-day. Twenty years ago,
it had como to bo pretty well understuod
that the greates. public right of a man -
namely *he franchise— was alsothegroatest
public right of a woman, snd that as a
part of the governed body, it was her
right as truly and upoen eaactly tho same
ground as it was that of man. Louked
upun, as all marked departures from use
aud wontare lushed upun by the prejudic-
cd and unthinkhing, asavery radical —and
consequently  dangerous—measure, the
right of duly yualified women to voto, or,
as it has conio to bo called, Woman's Suf-
frage, nevertheless found strong and
courageous friends who were not afraud to
say what they thuught, at tho risk of
sucial ustracism, in that great centre of
mdependent thought aud rapid action,
Manchester. Wumen of sutollect and
social standing, like Mrs. Wulstenholino
Eliny, Miss Lydia Baker, and Miss Duncan
McLaren, thought, spuhe, and acted, and
together with others of their sex, and
many gentlemen of culightencd views,
formed an Association,—the National
Sucicty fur Women's Suffrage—now inits
eighteenth year, and svuun after started an
organ—The Women's Sufirage Journal—
now in its fifteenth year.

Working from these centres with that
intense cnergy which distinguishes the
truc boliover fromn the mere profassor,
the Association has thrown a network of
influence over tho whole of the British
Isles and Europo. ’

Early in tho history o1 w0 strugglo a
similar success altended their teachings to
that which has lately been accorded the
Canadian Wamen's Suffrago Association,
on behalf of the women of Ontario, that
is, duly qualified widows and spinsters
wero granted tho municipal and school
suffrages.  This atter suffrago women

=vo enjoycd in Toronto ever sinco tho
foundation of tho Public School system,
or ncarly o ; but until about twenty years
ago thero was no compulsory national
system of cducation in England, though
largo provision for cheap and good cduca.
tion had always been part of what wo may
callthe social governmentof Great Britain,
and on many Boards connected with theso
trusts—royal and privato—women sat,

cither in person or by proxy. Now, how-

over, the Londen Sehosl Roard, the
largest an 1 most miportant - the King-
dom, vmbraces mmong ity membera no loss
than sevonteen ladies, all of vqual aoenal
and intellectual standing with the gentlo-
men around them,

Intluenced, undoubtedly, by the cchoes
that came to them across the bit of epen
sen that hies between them and the contro
of su groat a movement, the Houso of
Koys passed an Lloctoral Refurm Act
for the Lalo of Mau, i the year 1840, which
Act reeeived the Royal assent on the 6th
January, 1881, and became law on the
Jist of the aame month,  This Act was
for the purpuse of guiving women smong
others the parliementiary voto, aud was
tho first success of tho kind in the whole
world, The general election under the
new Act began on the 2lst March of the
same year, aud so far from showing any
indifferenco to theic newly bestowed
right, tho Manx women camo forward
auxiously to uso it faithfully. The wo
man’s franchiso in the lsle of Man is ro-
stricted to property owners, of whom
thero woero at the time of the passing of
tho Act abhur 1,000 registored, but the
friends of the full sutfiage fur women are
lonking forward to the addition of all wo-
men equally qualitied with men, at no
distant dato.

Another gratifying atd st cateemed
suceess i the duedticn of Wamen's Suf.
frazo alsv mignaliced the wothueg year
*=30-81 in the Lestowal of the Munepal
asanchise on the women of Scotland,
** A Bild with this object was intruduced
Ly Dr. Camoron, M. L., fur Glasguw, and
successfully piloted by him through the
House of Cunmous, 1t passed without
debate on davisivn and way introduced in
thio Huuse of Lurds by the Earl of Canpor
dovn, The At reciived the Royal as
sent uin Juno 3od 1571, aud e into
force un the first of Jauuary, 1882, The
result of this Act Lus Lewn to put many
ladics un vatious Schoul Buards tirough-
out Scutlaud, Miss ¥lor Stovenson guing
on to the Glasguw Buard at tho last olec-
tion by acclamation, to the very great dis-
gust of one nomuee, who piously hoped
¢ thatf the Jady put herself forward, or
m any way interfered with tho action of
the gentlomen, they would promptly ro-
press hor.”  For which speech thoe gentle-
man was rewarded by the electors preson®
with a derisive guffaw, and several well
aimed sneers.

That clever Scatland should, howover,
remain satistied with only partial success
in any matter would boanew thing, much
less in 8o important and valuabloa mattor
as the franchise for its duly qualitied wo-
men, and therefore st can casily bo under-
atood how great was tho impression made
and how high tho hopes roso of the wo-
men who listened to, and tho friends of
tho cause who read the report of, Mr,
Gladstono’s Mid-Lothian apeech  heforo
tho genersd clection of 1880, when heo
pointedly urged upen women their duty
to their cruntry and to tho tace. But
timo has ahewn that in thus appealing to
women Mr. Gladatone used the ambiguity
of oratory, and when the oppurtunily
comes for him to give women liberty to
do that duty in the enly legitimato man-
ner, ho refuses them it in fact, by
omitting them from his now Franchino
Bill.




