
THE ADV19ER.

set, foi-fb, yet when ive- ask lighft fr-ont the New
'esfament, wo lind fthc veil Uplifted. Vast

cbuîigesq had faken place in Israel, yet tlhe EIder-
ship reuaained. Tlîolir position, as evideîîced 11
ftbe disclostures of the New Testaîment, was no
less conspicuonus in those days Lan il, wvs in theo
paliny daysof Solomotî. Perlîaps ive uniglît wifli
propriety say that their position ww; more con-
sqpiedtotîu in the New Testament Llîit ini the OId.
They are cortainly brotîghit out more to notice.
But for what? WVo slhah sec about the earliest
mention that is made of them tlîeir fradifionis
are broughf. into contact 'vith the Savioiir's
action. Theo ScribeF and Pharisees wouîld con-
vict lîim, if flot of sin, certainly 0f fransgrres-
sion, because he did not teach luis disciples fa
obgerve the traditions of the EIders. Sa their
influence seems to have becomne g,-reat nmnii
children of Israel by thîe lapse of lime. Tiil,
f raditions-whatever thiese wero-had ceonie
(as we learn from another portion) ini the esti-
mation of the people of higher aîîthoî-ify flian
fthe Word of the living God. "lYe ]lave mnadt,
the word of God of noue effecet hy your fiadi-
fions" (Mat. xv. 2.6.) It appears al.so froin ftle
prominent part thoy took in causiiig suifr-riiuug-
ta the Son of Man, tlîat wvhether they wcî-e pro-
perly so called leaders of theo people, flbey werc
clearly leaders of thec popular feeling. At
his approhlension they soiîght for fa, se ivitnesscs
to testify agaiast Christ. "lAt the làst eaîîîc
two false 'uitnesses" (Mat. xxvi. 59-60.) Anîd
when Jesus was with B3arabbas, preseated to
the people that they miglit release the amie or
the othor, the Chief Priesf s and the Eiders per-
8uaded the multitude that they should ask, Iarab-
lias aid destroy Jesus. At the féast of flie
Passover the governor used t0 release uinfo Lhe

p copie a prisoner whom tlîey would have uc.
eased. By persuasion of flie Eiders tlîey set

nf liberty a mnrderer sud demanded thlite oif'
the Son of God. Morcover fhey took part iin
mocking hlm wuhile hoe ias dying on the cross-
il H savedl others, himself ho caniuot save.*"
Sn also tlîey exliibited what spirit Llîey wuero of
wben, after the resurrecticn, the Apostîes Peter,
James, anîd John were fr arlessly declariîug ta the

p eople fliat God had nuade that samne Jesuls both
Lord snd Christ, tbey, ia conucert with fheir vile
companions, cndeavored to stop the fnouths of'
t hese holy mca-to hinder them. from tclliuig thîe
mns wouîderful, enrapturing stary to wlîich flic
ears of aieaever listened--saivation, eternal 111e
flirouigh t ho goodness, înercy, sud love of thue
very 13cing tbey have crueified. Tlieso finefs
telIl plainly whaf. thecir ebaracter wvas dui-ing flic
reîga of the Coesars, wuhatever it mighit bave
hieca la the roign of thîcir own kings. So;nc of

fhem, hy faifh, obtained agood report (I{eb. xi.)

Lot uis proceed f0 niotice flue EIders of thie
New Dispensatian. At the very outset au inter-
estiag enquiry preseuits itself. Wby Elders ini
tlhe ncwv dispensation ? Is iL iu auîy wuise like thie
old, that, iL muîst nceds have Elders? The an-
sweî* Lo f his is flot to ho looked for so mueh from
thec fact that there were Eiders iin thue olden imecs

t'i(m. the n sii of huiwan nature-. 11 m,'Y
1w coînpared fo a, vessr'l whielh is Io sail to -111
given point; it mnust bave individutals to fali-
care of' it. So soeiefy, wbIefller coînposvd <bi
sinners or sainte, mutst have ifs omfci.ale whoîîs
duty shall be flic condiicting of iheir chaigo
throîigh tlic (hfliCUlties incident to ifs existenco,
anid so securing as large an su-poutt of comfori,
pece anid fstilacion as flic whole ranige of ifs
circoînisfonces catii possily admit. Perbalis,
hiowever, the Cliristians boirowed the idea froni
bhe previolis clispwonîiion ;or, iL inla he, thlat
the Apo 11111 aidEîiîchît ere direcbed to
thie creatioîî tif t lus order hy filec Holy Spirit.
lit wh'îhilel 11ic existîeev otf the Eiders a-, a

class may 1w t r,îed to file iiecessities of Inunan
nature or to revelafioii ; or whether the causeqf
lue beyond oui- reacli, bhc fact is plain. Thew
chlirchlihait ils 15iders, if flot froîn the l)egriii-
Illlir, fronu al Verv eariy date in ifs history.

'igbIt years atù'r Pefc'r's first serîiion Agvabuis
(fsxi. 2S) siýgiified l'y the Spirit that there

ý'lioîtd be gî cnat dcarflî thînuiglut, ail the world,
NIbiell caille f0 pass; ili flle days or Clauditîs
Cwus:ur. Thon the discijiles, every inan accord-
ine ýto ]lis aîhilifv, defernîiîîied to sciîd relief un-
bu nftie brethreti who dwelt in Judos, which also
îliey dit:, nîîd senit to tlic Eiders hy the lîauds of
Bartiabas nid Saul. As, churches raultipiied
nd.( r th udeie iîssionarics of the

,glorified Sniuu, tlhe Aposties, oîdained thens
Eid1ers in eveu-v cliiili-cI (Acts xiv. 2-3.) This
order inny bo considered as florining a, compon-
ent part of eN ei- church, fromn the time of their
orgaiîizatiuîî do;wui to flic close of the volume

i rsiation ; or radier, 1 siotild have said, we
rend of tlieir existnce in flic clînreles fromn an
early period down to the close of revelation.
Theby we're not mefopone n; they wei-e
select cd fromn flic bref broui by the Aposties and

Iv giitanîd ordaincd to the office. As the
Aposties, at, leust, had flic power of discerning'
sliits, it unay bc pi-cdicatod on thiat fact that
the Elders wvloiîî tlîey ordaiiîod wcro good mca.
Thîis ivill couac out more clearly by a brief state-
mîent of fdîcir ý3peci1ied qualifications, duties, and
îcevards.

It 'vilI flot bc iiecess;ary to reatlirnm by wo
f bey wec ordanad. It will bceonougli sinîply
to refer fo passages wlîcre their ordinîation is
siatcd. AcLs xvi. 23. Titus i. 5. In tho first of
thése passages the ordiniation wýas cdnductod by
Apostle Paul and ]3arnabas in person, and in
the ýsccond the ordinationî was commanded-to bo
dlonc by the appoiatment of the Apostie Paul.
So that tlic inîstitution miay perhaps bo traeed
to insipiration, exclusively o" any other cou-
sideration. In falet Paudl sec 's to affirun this
(Acts xx. 28.)

Conî:erniug the qualifications of Eiders thiese
arc parficularly given by the Holy Spiriý so that
it is only uecessary te refer the render to the
Scriptuîies Nvhere they are started. These are
chiefly Tim. iii. and Titus' i. In bath passages
it is afflrmed tlîat they must be BLÂMELESS.
That wvord contains tho germ of ail the excet-
lencies af tlic office. Failiig the possessson of


