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*PARASITES INFESTING SHEEP
AND LAMBS.”

Under the above heading theFarmers'
Revierr, of Chicago, has an article of
considerable intercst, and althongh
there bas been no trouble from such
parasitics in this country, stillinforma-
tion of such a character will be always
useful :

“We havo received several letters,
notably from Kansas, asking Informa-
tion of a means of protection against
the unusual mortality among the
sheep and Jambs {especially thelatter).
Various post morten examinations
have revealed the true cause of death
to be of parasitic origin,some of which
havo Leen found in the bronchial tubes
and lungs, some in the stomach and
bowels, and some in the frontal sinuses
and nasal cavities. The long thread
worms (strongylus filara), found in the
bronchial tubes and lungs of shecp,
specimens of which have been received
from W. D. T\, of Ottawa, Kansas, arc

roragated an(i developed in the fol-
owing manner : The young are pro-
duced'in two modes. 1. The eggs are
hatched out in the owiduct of the
mother, and the young worm, ona-
fourth to onc-half line in leogth, is
brought fourth alive. 2. The mature
female worm foras a little sac for her-
self in the lung substance like a pin’s
head, or is expelled by coughing, and
in either case dies, decomposcs,and the
oviduct continues to hatch out the
contained eggs by slow degrees, much
slower than if the parent worm had
lived, Tho young worms produced
within tho lungs gradually escape into
the air tubes, and if pot expelled
in coughing become mature, and re-
produce their kind as before. When
thie maternal worm has been cxpelled
from the body the eggs may lie in-
active for an indefimte period,without
losing their vitality. Iu water, the
ovidents cscaping from the debris of
the mother, break up in pieces and
float sbout, allowing the escape of
myraids of yourg worms which con-
gregatoin the bottom of the pool or
stream. No impurity of thoe water
seems to arrest the progress of hatch.
ing, though it goes on moat activelv in
the purest, and in that of rivexs, Tho
minute worms will live in water on
food or litter, or in tho soil, for an
cntire year without further develop-
ment, but when taken into the system
with drink or ailment, they specdily
mako their way to the air passages of
their victim, invadin
tubes first, and developing in the
courso of & month to a length of two
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or even four lines. Soon after they
become mature and reproduce their
kind, The most important points are
that not only do these worms live in
their embryo condition in water, soil,
vegotation and fodder out of the body,
but when once introduced into the
system they will reproduce themselves
without limit throughout the whole
life timo of tho sheep without any
new ingestion of worms or eggs, and
as they rarely prove fatal to old sheep,
ono infested animal will stock any
number of fields with these destructive
creatures. The conditions favoring
the propagation of worms are: First,
wet scasons and localities which favor
the life of the embryo out of the body.
Seccond, mingling of diseased with
healthy animals, the expectorated eggs
and worms being taken up with the
food and water. Third, overatocking
land which, if the disease is vnce in-
troduced, favors an elmost endless in-
crease of the parasities. Fourth,graz-
ing infested pastures at night and
early morning while the dew is on the
grass and thv worms active. Xifth,
clover pastures which protect the
worms better than other grasses. In
regard to treatment, the fumes of
burning sulphur is the best treatment
we know of. The affected sheep
should be put in a close building and
a pinch or two of flowers of sulphur
burned on a pieco of paper laid on an
iron shovel, the sulphur being added
piuch by pinch,uatil the air is saturated
as far as can Lo breatbed without
causing violent irritation and cough-
ing. Somo person should remsin in
the building with tho sheep, and
thereby avoid tho risk of an overdose.
This should be kept up for one hour,
and repeated once a week. In regard
to prevention, it it a well-known fact
that the parasite i3 not necessarily
fatal to old sheep—tihey may live for
years with these parautes in their
system, occasionaliy expectorating the
worms and eggs on the grasses and in
the water, which the young sheep and
lambs are liable to cat and drink;
therefore, as a rule, it is tho best
policy to fatten and ~laughter off the
old ones, The propricty of this will
bo seen when wo consider that the
killing out of tho lung parasites in a
single animal is a long and uncertain
procese  "That if thesheep arckept on
the old pastures the worms are per-
petually finding their way into the
system from wathout, while if turned
on new land they are iiablo to stock
that with parasites from their own
ungs. The carcasses of those dying
should bo burned or buried deep in
the ground. Hay, raots, or otter ali-

ment grown on ths infested pastures
shou]g on no account be fed. Such
are the main elements in the preven-
tion or stamping out process of this
destructive disease among sheep.
Common salt should b left on differ-
ent parts of the pastures where the
sheep can bave free access to it ; this
destroys tho young worms if brought
in contact with them. Avoid turnin
lambs on pastures occupied or vacat
by old sheep. Don’t sow clover for
‘sheer pastures. Keep lambs off pas-
tu <5 when covered with dew. IFumi.
ate frequently with the fumes of
urning sulphur, as already dirccted.
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MUTTON AND WOOL.

The demand for more and bLetter
mutton is steadily on the increase,
Ragdall, in his “Practical Shepherd,”
written nineteen years ago, said : I
doubt if the enormous amount which
will apnually be grown and consumed
in this country within fifty years has
yet occurred to our most sanguine ad-
vocates ot mutton sheep.” Fort
vears ago, the tables upon whic
mutton was served were few indeed ;
twenty years ago I well remember
hearing buyers say they could not
give the relative value for good mut.
ton as compared to beef, because peo-
ple in the cities did not know its value
and did not buyit. Howis it now?
Is thero anything that we farmers can
turn off from our farms between Feb-
ruary and April more readily or more
satisfactorily as to price than a flock of
well-fatted sheep or lamba? No
branch of farming kas paid so well the

ast eight or ten years as the buyio
in and fattening of flocks of sheep,an§
sending them to eastern markets,
Buyers from New York are in our
state every scason directly after shear-
ing to buy at the time when they can
buy the cheapest flocks of wethers and
ewes for feeding in that State during
the following winter. The cwes in
most cases are bred to a mutton pro-
ducing ram, their lembs fattened so as
to be xready for the market in about
sixty days from dropping at about ten
cents per pound, and the ewes fed
high enough during the time they rear
the lambs so they go at the same timo
for fat sheep. Nearly all the nursery-
men there have taken to this plan as
the beet means by which to obtain the
the nccessary amount of manure
with which t¢ maintain the
fertility of their soils, 8 hint to us
of the great value to be placed on the
manure of tho sheep, especially when

fod on grain to produce fattoniug.
Shippers of live stock stand ready to
take all the shecp they can get of

proper weight and properly fed and
fattgned foxg the English market. Bat
not ali fat gheep are wanted for that
market. Englishmen, if wo are cor-
rectly informed, do not now, as was
said of them & few yeara ago—dine oft
a cake of tallow, If they are elow to
change their tastes of diet, still they do
change, and we may as well carry ont
coals to Newcastle a3 to carry the
mutton they do not want. In cattle,
they send us word they must have ani-
mnfvs two or three years old, weighing
from 1,200 to 1,400 pounds, well fat-
tened ; our hogs, Chester Whites and
Poland Chinas, the two American
breeds, they tell us are nearer the
class of meat thoy want than their own
Suffolks, Essex and Berkshires, as pro-
ducing the greatest proFort\on of lean
meat to fat when perfectly fattened.
So vur sheep should not be older thau
four, st most, and better two or three
years, and weigh as pear as may ke
130 1. live weight,as stock at that age
and weight cuntain the greatest amount
of lean meat finely mixed with fat.—
Wstern Homestead,
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SALT For Stouk.—This isabsolutel
necessary for the health and thrift
of gll domestic animals, and it should

beso placed that they can get it to,

lick at pleasure, and then thuy never
take an excess. The best method for
giving this is in he form of Liverpool
rock salt, in lumps of a large size which
may be placed in the manger of cach
animal, or in @ open box, from which
water will leak freely, in  a yard or
pasture, asrain does not then dissolve
or waste it. If this ealt is not to be
obtained at & moderate price, then
takea wooden trough of requisite
length, smear the bottom a half inch
orso thick with tar. and sprinkle fine
chieap salt on this, no thicker than to
make it adhero close to the tar, Thus
with this, as well a3 with the vock salt,
no animal can take an cxcess;and the
tar licked in withsalt is also healthy.
This box should have a cover over it
in yard or ficld to keep out the rain,
and 8o bigh that the animals can get
their heads underit and lick the salt
at pleasure.

Mg, THoxas McCryrax sold a fine
air of stcers to MR, P McDoNALD, of
gt. John, at about $500, Thoy were
at the Halifax cxhibition last year and
weze spoken of in the hand book a3
the finest pair that have yet bren ex-
hibited. They girth about cight anda
half feet, aro four ycars old this apring
and weigh 2400 pounds each, live
weight. Somoe fine cattlchave been sent
to market from this county during the
spring.—Sackrills Tranxript,




