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Though Canada abouands an mattrial
wealth and ail the conditions icquisite for
national prosperity, it has not yet reachied
an age to compare with thie old world an ex.
amples of commercial stablity. Across the
water are to be fouind old mercantale houses
whose naime has been kept before the public
by several generations oft he
samiae fanily These old con-
cerns are held aam veneration
by tihcr juniors, tho-igh suci
a sentiment secims hardly ait
kepmig soamctimies with the
years of the reigning' chief.
1n tis country thie instances
of familes whose current is
kept runnig for two or
three generations in the
saane commercial channel
are necessardy few, and the
extent ni the past covered
by themîî is necessarily hm- .
ite.i. lut Canadians ftel a
pride in every such exanple
we have ofstrengthi and con-
tinuity cf growth (rom our
own s"il They are one of
the maacaations of the vbtablty
and substance of our re-
source-. They are a good
sign for a young country.

A house which lias enhast-
ed -n ts owneIshap and

*eument two gencra-

tions of tie same tannily as
thiat of 11. A. Nelson & bons.
The senior partner of the
Torontobrancli of ttis liouse
is Mlr. Iloratio W. S clson,
whose namae stands at the
hcad of this sketch. Alu.
Nelson is a Canadian. 1le
was born an Montreal an
the ycar 1F6 li tlat i ay
aise lae recivecd his educa
lion and the business tra.t-
ang behas imIlc cmade sogood
use of. lie was to the sanner born, it miay
be said, as six ycars before lias birth, bis
father, the laie Mr. Il. A. Nelson-whose
naine appears un the style of tt tirmî-asso-
tiated with Mr. lsaac Blutters, fouinded the
Montreal branci of the present business.
The original p.r'ncrs traded for seveaal
years on \l.Gill street under the firm name
Nelson & liuttes. Then they bouglit the
properv osn St. Peter street, where they
buli warehouses. A few years afierwards,
lr. lItuters' licalth faihang, be sold out to

Mr. A S. Wood. The style of the tirmi then
changed to Nelson & Wood. That style be

(ame further modified to Nelson, \Vood &
Co., upon the admission to the firm an 1868
of Messrs. Iloratio W. and A. D. Nelson,
sons of the senor partner. In 1873 Mr.
Wood sold out his nterest to his associate
partners. Upon his retireuent the house
eook in Messrs. C. Il. and F. E. Nelson, and
adopted the style of Il. A. Nelson & Sons.
The last change n tie composition of the
tirit took place an Dcccmber, 1884, when
Mr. Il. A. Nelson, tht senior partner, died
The business was then taken over by his four
sons--the reamnang partners- and con.
tmiued both at Montrcal and Toronto under
its present style.

The Toronto branch was opened on York
street n 1868 by Mr. loratio W. Nelson,
who an that ye.r at the age of :2 was admit-
ted lio partner.hip. lt has been identified
with the wtestern house snce its establish.
nent. lias colleague here is Mr. C. H.
Nelson, who joined the firm n 1873. The
Montreal branch is an charge of Messrs. A.
1). and V. E. Nelson. loth branches oi the
business have made reanarkable hieadway 'n
iheir prescait hands. WVhile the history of
the Toronto house bas been one of continuous
advance, it has not been at the expense of
the parent establishment, whose trade lias

grown at an equal rate of progress. The
Toronto branch is ont of the few instances
of the successlul growth of an offshoot of a
Montreal house in this city. Many branch
stores (rom the eastern city have becn planted
here, Lut only a snall proportion of thein
outlived their youth. At the outset the firm's
broois and whisks vere male in Monirea).
In 1871 a factory was openied in this city,
and in 1881 the manuifacture of brooms, etc.,
was discontinued in Montreal. Since the
latter date ail the htge stock handled by the
two houses has been made here. Thetr
rate of output is i6o to 175 brooms and
whisks per day. These figures requite no

comment. They show that
a larger business is clone in
this linte of production thian
was believed to be done by
any single concern. The
other well-known depart.
ments, emibracing lines of
woodenware, full stocks of
fancy goods, sporting goods,
tovs, etc., find an equally
large outlet in the trade de.
niand that is tributaty to Hl.
A. Nelson & Sons' business.

The magnificent western
business is an additinn for
which the chief credit is due
to Mr. Horatio W,. Nelson.
The scope of that business
is the measure of his work,
and it is a lattpring trbute
to his energy and abilty.
The large and choice trade
connections in Manitoba,
the Territories and British
Columbia are the rich acqui.
sition of Mr. Nelson's fore-
saght and push. He iade
one of the carlaest trips over
that ground himself. iis
efforts of course were well
seconded by his very capable
coadjutor Mr. C. H. Nelson,
and lad behand thern the
weight of a prestige that
honorable deahing had se-
cured for his house. The
record of a good past is the
best key for the unlockng
of a good future, and bis
house had a respected name,

which made the openmg up of new fields, if
not easier, at ail events surer. It is a cer-
tainty, however, that no amount of prestige
will inake up for lack of foce in the mdi-
vidual.

Mr. Nelson has so far turned a deaf ear to
the temptations of politîcal and municipal
opportunity. Though favored by repeaied
requests to come out into public life, he has
not seen fit to do so. The claims of busi.
ness have had the preferenceNath him up to
the preseit, and he fias had the satisfaction
of seeing his busness expand as the result
oÇ his concentrated attention to it. Ont oi
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