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PICTURESQUE CANADA.
Part I11. .

The opening sentence of the third part of this work is, we
venture 10 consider, somewhat too characteristic of the country:—
“ A suspension bridge, built across the top of the Montmorency
Fall, had been too slightly constructed, and had not stood very
long before it broke asunder while a Aabitant and his wife were
crossing it in their market cart.  They were swept at once over
the cataract, never to be seen again”  We may safely assume
that the person or persons who constructed the bridge on the verge
of a precipice 250 feet high, i such a fashion that a habitant’s
market cant proved to be too severe a test for its strength, were
not disturbed by any enquiry, or 1f they were. the catastrophe
would probably be attnibuted to the ponderous nature of the
market cart. It is well for Jumbo that he did not precede the
market cart,

With regard to the literary character of this third part,
although it is not characterized by the gross olunders and ansurdi-
ties of the former two, we do not reach its sixth line before we are
confronted with crudity of composition, and we soon read that
the “cone” of ice and snow at the foot of the Falls of Montmo-
rency, is said to ** grow ;" we had not previously heard of growing
ice; ncither had it beer our privilege to hear of a “foliage-
embowered road ;" nor of the * situation of a seminary ” rendering
it “less vulnerable than many other districts to outside influences.”
There is one good sentence in this part, and we are giad to
notice it—"The French-Canadians have always fought for » faith
and an idea, hence they have remained French.”  Another
sentence in the wake of this, may also deserve to be transferred
—"The thirteen colonius, which fought for material interests, are
American, not English.” .

We arc tempted to take some further extracts, on the score of
their interest - * ‘The north shore of the St. Lawrence is more
Frer.h than s the south, where the proximity of the Urited
States, am! Lo wifluence of the English settled townships are
schmble (wladl we will tramslate {pereeptible)  From Montreal
downw.wids the tunns of course excepted  you are to all intents
10 a land where English ts not spoken. Beluw Qucbec, far down
to the Labradot cuast, is the most purely French portion of all.
You may fird ,reater simpliaty of life, and more of the old
Custoties 0 sob a primaeal jarish as Isle Aux Coudres, further
doan the river, the peopte on the coast where the St lawrence
becomes the Gulf, are sailorseand fishermen rather than farmers
they along the Ottawa are lumberers and raftsmen ; but the Cote
de Beaupr, s tarly typacal of the whole of French Canada.

We obsenve that there is so much resemblance between the
practie of the Ronan Catholic population of Lower Canada and
the good ey le uf st James’y Toronty, that they each have their
burial plots tur  unbaptized infants.”  Among the passages of
interest which occur in this third part of the work, we sclect the
followsng--* In the district of Quebec, you may often hear a
habitant speak of going *‘ au fort™ (to the fort), meaning thereby
“ qu veflage” (o the villager.™  Then we have the following touch
of natute-- ln tne uid days, swhen sewgneur and cure buth
dernved theat daoine e anpusts un pruduce, the degree of con
stdetation an wiach 4 Aabuang was fdd by hus supenors, and
consequentiy his tespectalubiyy, was setled principally by the
ameunt of wheat he spwed.”

Ihe wnter o this part of the work favors us with some
sufhaiently crude metaphors, £ wong which we read that **the
hil} here adrances abruptly towrds the niver ;" 1t would give us

great pleasure to sce this abruptly advancing hill.  The titles o
the asigneurs also, we rcad, “had nearly quite disappeared” befor)
the conquest of the country,  Waving such awkwardnesses as thes}
however, we will take an extract or two whiéh merit transfer ;-
“One of the most intsresting aspects of the feudal tenure was the
<social relation between geignenr and censitaire (landlord apé
tenant), This was nearly always a paternal one, so much sg
indeed, that it was quite as much a duty as a right by courtesy ¢
the seignenr to stand god-father for the cldest children of b
consitaires, M. De Gaspe gives an amusing account of a friend
receiving a New Year's visit from a hundred godsons. ‘The wholtf
system of colonization originaily rested on two (classes of) men|
the seigneur and the cure.  Through them the Government workes
its military and religious organizations, while their interest in (hg
soil, from which both derived their income, were identical.”

Of the French system, the Abbe Casgrain remarks :— The
dcmocratic and sccularizing spirit of our age is opposed to thes]
feudal and ccclesiastical institutions, but we may be permitted t]
doubt whether it could havc invented a system better adapted t
the genius of our race, and to the nceds of the situation.” i

Awmong the glimpses of Lower Canadian life, we obtain fron
this part, are the following:—-*In the summer, wizened oijf
confreres (old people), too bent and worn out for any other work |
salute you from the tops of the piles of stones they lazily hamma
between the complacent puffs of their pipes, and their comments}§
on passers-by. In winter, you have to turn out to let the snow§
plough with its great wings, and its long team of six or cigh
horses go past, amid cheery shouts from its guides, whose rogj]
faces and icicled cheeks topping the (louds of snow that cove
their blanket coats, make them look like so many ‘Father Chnist
mases.” “If you stop to drink of the springs from the hillside®
the odds arc greatly in favor of some of the host of brown
skinned, black-eyed, merry looking children that play about thef§
neighboring house being sent over to ask ‘ if Monsieur will not LY
preference have some mulk?’  You like the clear icecold water§
« Bien, cest bonne lear frette quand on a sory * (Well, cold water ‘
1s good, when one’s thirsty), but * Monsieur will come in perhaps,
and rest, tor ‘sacre !l fart chaud cet apresmds’ (d—n 1t, 1ts warmf
this afternoon). Monsieur, however, goes on amid all sorts of §
good wishes and polite farewells.  One of the most striking sights
by the roadside of a might towards the end of autumn are the
tamily groups * breaking’ tflax.  After the staiks have been steeped, i
they are dnied over fires butlt in pus on the hillsides, then stripped®
of the outer bark by a rude home-made machine constructedf
entirely of wood. Oxen do much of the heavier hauling, ther
pace being quite fast enough for *he easy patient remperament of
the habitant. A characteristic mode of measuring distance is by
the number of pipes to be smoked in traversing it.  Every now|
and then a roadside cross is passed, sometimes a grand Caltaire,
resplendent with stone and gilding, covered by a roof, and from§
its high platform showing afar the symbol of Christian faith ; as a
general rule, a simple wooden cross enclosed by a paling reminds
the good Catholic of hus faith, and is saluted by a reverent lifting}
of his hat, and a pause in his tatk as he goes by.  Sometimes youl
meet with htde chapels hke those at Chateau Richer.  They stancl
open always, and the country people, as they yass, drop n-to say§
a prayer to speed goud souls’ dehiverance and their own journey. ¥
Robberies are almost unknown, and in many districts locks are
never used. Even very poor cottages have masses of brilliant§
flowers in the windows, and httle garden plots in front, neatly
kept and assiduously cuttivated, for the altar of the parish church}
1s decorated with them.” *




