
70 THE CRITIC.

PICTUREFSQUE CANADA.

The opcning sentence ai the third part ai this work is, %ve
venture ta consîder, somewbat too charactcristic of the country:-
"aA suspension bridge, huiit across the top ai the Montmiorency
Falla had been toc siighthy constructcd, and had not stood very
long before it broke asundcer whiie a habitant and bis wiie wcre
crassing it in tbcir mnarkcet cari. Thcy were swept at once over
tic caltrct, neyer to bc seecn tîgaiii." We tmay safely assume
that thc persan or persans whio constructcd the bridge an the verge
ai a preriî,ice 25o fc hîgh. mn such a Izshion that a habitant's
market cari provcd ta be too scu'cre a test for its streiigth, werc
nat disturbed b>' any enquir>, or if îhey were. the catastrophe
wvould probablv bc attrîl>utcd to the ponderous nature of the
niarket cart. lit i!, weil for junibo that ie did not precede the
market CUrL

Witb regird ta tic literar>' character of this third part,
alîbough it k. liot characterizeil liy the gross t)hutnrers nnd ansurdu-
tics oi tue farimer two, wc do n-at reacb its sixtbi lne before we are
confrontcd with cruiît> ai composition, ind we soon rend that
the "lcone" ai ice and snow at thie foot of the Falls ai Mantmo.
rcncy, is said ta 11grow ; " we had not prcviausiy heard ai growing
ice; neither luad it been our privilege ta hear af a "afoliage.
enibawered road ;" nor of the "asituation ai a senlinary 'a rendering
it "l iess vuinerabie than nian>' other districts ta outsidc influences."
There is one good sentence iii ibis part. and uue -are giad ta
notice it - TeFrcnch-Canadians have aiways fought for P faith
and ani idea. hence they have rcmaincd French." Anather
sentence in the wvahk of tis, inay also deserve ta be transferrcd
-" 'l'hc thirteen colonies, which fougbit for materiai interests, are
Anicrican, flot Engiishl." I

We arc tenuptcd to take sane furthier extracts, on the score oi
tlieir interest - «"The north shore af the St. Lawrence is mare
Fici...h tLa.r. ib t'he soutb, uwhere ihc proximit>' ai the Uràcîd
St.tcs, .%11,1~ -.!., .n~ uf the Englisbhscttled to%%nships ait
sciib.bt ne %%.C'.! tranblatc :r~jtL.> Froni Montrent
do%%nuuad, li thbun'ns of course ex&-ciýted >uuà are tu al! in'tents
in a hi.J ilct, Etti6hhh ià nul sIuken. Bclow QLîu.ber-, far doivn
to the 1-i.brall,,t ,.uabts, is the most purcly French poartion ai ail.
Yu m.%% Çr.,l ,rLte1tr siniplioî% of lieé, aînd mart ai the aId

~ n b..A . a î.rniac'.i! ;.i.sii as IsiecAixî Cuudrcs, further
doutil., rtr , tic pco.!t. on the coast where the Sz. 1-twrec

btcatuics the Gif, are silars-and fisht-rnien rather lilan farnmrs;
thc'% .îllog tlîc Ottawa are luimberers and raft.-inen ; but the Cote
de ilcatq.r, ns t.îN>tpial ai the whole oi French Canada.

'«e ulscrue tliat thuere i,% >u iuuch rcscamblant-i. between the

prt it of ut1be Rouî,.un Catht'Iic p.upuuietion ai i.uuuer Canqda and
the gooi x.ý.j Ic o t ' uie' Toronto, that they ea.Lh have thecir
buriai ploti, lt In. 1 ,tiz.ed infints,." Aniong the pa.ssaîges ai
intertest iui- ixt ut ini this third part af the work, wc seclet.t the

foiowîg- "In tic district ci (2uebec, you ina>' oftcn hear a
hjabitant spcak of jgoîng " ar frt " (Ita the fart), nieaning thcreby
9.i 411dInalae ', ý1'1 the Tulgu. lhen we have the following touch

01 si.iturtL-- Ini tit .Yd d.%>!, %%tarit se.gijeuf and cr'e h>unh
d,.rîucd ilici *ntvii-c lit . uilvtàL un pumuducc, the degrec of t'n

#i~. taus tîsJ .u i..bitItraS la. s.d L% bsb %Ul)crlurs, and
consequeni lin> iv 1,.t.lîlr, us scttied principally b>' tic
aniuuît of wheaî licse d.

i ie writer ut this p~art of the wark favors us with sanie

suihcîenîhv crutte ieaiîiors, rmuong which wve read that -'the
hill here tatlm'îee, tlbru p)tiy ton irds the river;" i t would give us

great plcaiýure ta se this abruptly advtuicing bill. The ttes «j
the uqn7eurs aiso, ve m.cIl, "h lnd ncariy quitc'distapeared" beio.e
tie conqtiestoaithe cotintry. WVaving such awvkwairdncsses as îhtsi
hiowever, ive will take an cxtract or two whic'h mnirt transicr:
"One of the most iint.ncsting aspects of tic fendit tenure tvas tF9

-soci il relation betvccn seigneur and censitaire (landiord am~
tenant). This was nearly niways a paternal one, so niuch so,
indccd, that it was quitc as niuch a duty as a righit by courtesy
the xeiyiietr ta stand god.fiithcr for the eidest childrcn of iià
censitaires. Ni. De Gaspe gives an asuusing accoutit o~f a f%
recciving a Ncwv Vcar's visit from a hundred gadsons. rthe iwho
systcm of colonization originilly restcd on two (clisses of) nic;
0ie sei gneur and the crer. Through theni the Govcrtimcnt workoe
ils military and reiigious organizaitions, white their interest in th!
soit, front ihich bath dcrived thcir incoine, wcre identical."l

(if thc French systeni, the Abbe Casgrain rcmnarks :-"l T
dcmocratic and sccuiarizing spirit af out age is opposcd ta tlc*s-,
feudal and ecclesiasticai institutions, but wc niay bc perînittcd q~
doulit whether it could havc invenîed a systein bcîter adapîed tt
the genius af our race, and ta the nccds of the situation."

Aitiong the gianpses of L.ower Canadian lite, we obtain froc
this part, are the folaowing :--' lin the suisimner, wvizenied oi.1
cottfrere (oid people), taa bient and wvorii out for any other wvo1
salute you from the tops af the piles of stones tht*y Iazily hamincs
betwecn the coniplacent puifs of their pipes, and their cumrnenu
on passers-by. In winter, you have to turn out to ]et the snuwr
plaugh with its great wings, and its long tcani of six or cigLk
homses go pabt, anuid ccry shouts froni its guides, wvhose rasj
faces and icicied chcks topping the dauds af snow that cave
their blanket coats, make theni look like sa niany 'Father Christ
mises." IlIf yau stop ta drink af thc springs (rani thc hiliside,
the odds arc grcatiy in favor ai some ai the hast of brown.
skinned, black-eyed, merry iaoking chiidren that play about the
neigbarlng house being sent avcr ta, ask 'if Monsieur will not b!
preference have sartie mihk ? *s %ou like the clear ice-coid water.
.. ien, c est bonne Veau frette quand ait a soit" kVeli, cold water,

is good, %Yhen une*s thirsty), but -Monsieur wuli corne in perhaps,
and test, tor 'sucre il fait chJawd cet apres-titdt'id-n iî, its wari
thîs aiternoon>. Monsieur, howvcvr, goes on aniid ait sorts of
goad wishes and pole farcweils. One af the most striking sighUs
by the roadside af a night towards the end af autunin are the
tamily groups -breaking' fl=a After tht! stalks have been stcepcd,
they are dried over fires, buit ni pits on the hîlisides, then stripped
ai the outer bark by a rude horne-inade machine constructcd
entircly of wvood. Oxen do inuch ai the hecavier liauling, their
pace being quite fast enougli for hbe cas)- patient remperament af
the liabitaid. A characteristic mode ai nieasuring distance is byl
the nunibtr ai pipes ta bc smaked in traversing IL. Every nowy
anid then a ruadside cross is passed, sonîctimes a grand 0utséaire -
rcsjîiendient willi stone and gilding , covercd by a roof, and froni
its higb plalfarni bhuwing afar the syibol ai Christianî faith ; as a
general rule, a simplie waoden cross enclused by a paling reniinde
the good Cathalic af bis faith, and is saluttd by a reverent lifting
af it h at, and a pause in lits talk as lie gocs by. Sometinies you
muet witb little chapeis like thobe nt Clintcau Ric.her. They stand!
open always, and the -otintry people, as they pass, drap inu.to Say
a pra>er ta speed good, %oul.' dciîverance aîîd their own faurney.

aRobberies are aimost unknown, and in many districts lacks art
neyer used. Even ver>' poor cottages have muasses of brilliant
fiowers in the windows, and little garden plats in iront, neatly
kcpt and assiduously cultivated, for the altar af the parish church
us decoratcd w:th theni."


