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ON THE OFFICXS OF THE SPIRIT.
“Quench not the Spirit.” Thess. v..18

.

It appears to have been a custom universal amorg the ancients, especially
the Israelites, to convey their instructions to their several amdiences by para~
bles, where things apparent, and familiar, were Lrought in illustvation of the
morel to be taught.  The Scriptures abound with examples of this happy
methad of instruction: and, in fact, our Lord seems to have adopted this meth
od asthe one most familiar, probahly, to those to whom he, at first, commu-
nicated the riches of the ‘gospel of the grace of God;® and it issaid that ‘with-
out a parablespake he not unto them.”  The Apostles, also, it appears, took
the same course of illustrating Spiritusl things by nafwral, instances of
which may be secn by refering to the 9th ch. I Cor. from the 23d. verse to
the end of the chanter: also, I Tim. vi-12, in both of which places, as welk
az many others in the writings of the same Apostle the Christian’s course is
compared to the Isthmian games, the manner of conducting which, was per-
fectly familiar to the Corinthian brethren, to whom the first passage quoted
was addressed.  OQur text appears to be of that character; as init the Spirit
of God s compared to fire. :

Tn noticing the text, under present consideration, we shall consider, ~

FirsT, the analogy.

Secoxp, the doctrine infered, viz. that the Spirit may be quenched.

TH1rD, how the Spirit may he quenched: and,

FourrTH, ofter some reasons why it should not be quenched.

‘The analogy existing between fire and the Spirit is peculiarly striking!
and a more fitting figure could scarcely have been conceived. Some of the
peculiar properties of this element’ are well known to all; not exceptirg the
most ignarant of our fallen race. )

1. One of the properties of fire is, to dissipate darkness, and to diffuse Lights |
and, what the natural world would be without light, so is the morel condition
of man withoutthe Seirir. What the natural Sun isto the Solar Syglem, the
Spirit of God may be said to e to the soul of man.  As the former was be-
foro “God said let there be Light,” so is the latter until that Spirit which
“ lightencth every man that cometh into to the world > move upou the dark-
iess of the understanding, and difiuze eome ray of light to the eoul. The
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