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Many persons are deterred from collecting caterlpillars by the difficulty
and expense of preserving theni in the ordinary way. l'he easy and
inexpensive method of blowing up and rnounting the pellicle is so littie
knoivn in this country, that at the last meetinig of the Anierican Associa-
tion, only one entomologist besides niyseif haàd ever scen the op)eration;
since then others hav-e tried it, and been delig iled w'ith its siînplicity. In
the hope of inducing ail our entomologiets to experimient for thienselves,
the followving explanation cf the process hias been prepared.

It should be preîwised that caterpillars ruay lie prepared in this way,so,
as to retain their colors far better than ly any othier inethod, and often to
to, be fit subjects at any subsequent tinie for the artist's pencil; the most
delicate processes may be preserved uriinjurcd, and the examination of

b hairy or spiny appendages made even more readily than during life.
Speciniens taken from spirits, unless absolutely naked, are always difficuit
to, examine from the matting of t'le liairs; and the internai, organs can
seldom be studied, even in the rudest mnanner, uinless the greatest care
has been bestowed upon their preservation ; in fict, no specimen can be
fitted by any process for the study of both intl-ernlai and external organiza-
tions, and for the latter, no method of preparation compares witli that of
inflation.

The instruments necessary for the operation, besides the tool'm in the
hands of every entomologist, are a smnall tin oven, a spirit lamp, a pair of
finely pointed scissors, a bit of rag, a littie fine w'ire and a strawv.

Tlie oven is sinipiy an oblong tin box, about 2Y2• inches high, 2542
inches wvide, and five inches long; the cover is of glass, and one end of
the box is perforated by a circular hole i ý4/ inches in diaineter. It wvouid
be weii to, have this end of glass, and tlue opposite end shouid be mnov-
able; the oven rests Ul)of an open standard of twisted ivire or riveted tin
plates, as in the wvoodcut (fig. 20.) No soidering shouid be used upon
the oven or standard, as it wvouid soon be meited. Mr. Riiey suggests
that there wvould be an advantage in having t'le front end of the standard
higher than the back, as lie bias showvn in the sketch. He aiso proposes
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