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T/h/cria, le Martyr of the Catacombs:
A Tale of Early Christian Life in
Rome, by WV. H. Withrow, D.D.
Toronto- XVilliamBriggs, 73anfi So
King Stceet East.
This is a novel by the iveil knoiwn

author of 1'The Catacombs of Rome,'
and their Testirnony Relative to Pri-
mitive Christianity' 'The careftul re-
searches of the author into the struc-
ture and history of the Catacornbs
have eriabled hlm to combine interzst
with accuracy of detail. Roman life,
of that timne, is brie;fiy but well sketch-
ed as the story proceeds. If we turn
from the book te either Roman or
Church History we will find that we
have nothing te unlearn. Indeed
%,.e fear that Dr. Withrow's desire
to present the facts of history just
as-we have themn his injured the liter-
ary style of his work.

This tale of the Diucletian persccu-
tion cannet fail to awvaken in both old
and young a desire te knowv more of
the history of the Early Church, about
wbich we fear the majorit' of our
church members are sadly ignorant.
The book should be given a place on
the shelves of our Sunday school
libraries.

A C!zzzrdzi Catc.7hüisnfio Chihdren and
E ý?ut1 in thie PýD4riitjjpjz Cnzznh.
T'oronto : Preslwîerian Printinc
House, Tordan Streut.
TIhis is an adaptation t'> Canadian

use of a Catechisni, !IV the Rev. B3. 1).
Hoîchkin, publishied I>y the Prushv-
teri-an ÎI3oard, Philadeiphia. The fol
Itovr.ing 15 a suriaîLIary of the contents.
The firsitwelve quest ions deal with the
Church Visible, anud the characteris-
tics of its mnibers. Next follow in
ordcr., the d is pun.stions àhroui-h which
it has pissed, denoininations, the
creed, iih thrce explanatorvn, s
tiens, brneing us te flhe thirtieîh ques-
tion. Promi the thirtieîh tIo the sx
tieth the officers and courts of the

Church are detailed and explained.
The last twenty-two treat of Baptisin
and the relation in which it places
the chl.d to, the Church.

That a book dealing with these
subjects in sorne forni or other isneed-
ed in our Chiurch will be readily ad-
mitted, and one stating themn in the
form. of question and answer, is perhaps
the niost useful. The voung people
of the Church should have a know-
ledge of the constitution irnplanted
in their rninds along with the doc-
trines. But more than this is rieed-
ed. They must be made to, sec the ad-
vantages 'which the Presbytcrian form-
of church goverrnient possesses when
compared %vith that of other deriomi-
nations. The rising generation seems
to set littie storelby denomitiational
distinctions, and pass from one to
another on the ground of social re-
lations or mere convenience. Nowv
w'hile ive rejoice to see ail bitter sec-
tarian feeling dying out, wc are afraid
of liberality whiic..h is the resuit ot
inidifférence. Indifferer<e to the pro-
gre-.s of oe.sown denomination
nicans indiffeicnce to the progressIof Christianity.

It is upon the Sunday school teach-
ers that the work of imparting this
knowledge miust largely fal; and tbis
little book, while it fices not do al
wve could desire, and cornes far short
of the Assenibly's Catecirni in corn-

jirhenivcessand conciscnt-ss wvîll
serve asl aL basis fo>r thecir techxng.

Sorn Scripture rcfercrnces are ap-
pended t'> certain of the questions;
they are not in every' case as sitis-
iactory as could bu wvished. Refer-
enLces, espcciailly when înttended foc
the vonsht'uld be cluar and ac-
cturate or thev will defeat ilheir oh-
jcct. Ttt-e twa exami-les frora the
bo'ok. Question -o. - WVIat forrn of
church oeganîzatrnn is alwavs to he
prtŽferrcd.' Ans.: "'That whose officiai.
orderings and modes of administra
tion corne nearcst to, the rules given


