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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

be destroyed, of course tartares must coase
w caistalso.  Henceit cannot be a place
of endless misory. Ior oxpjanation of 2
Yotur i, 4, sco our romurks on Judei: G,
1t is there shown, thet the angels.who are
said to have been farfurused, were human
messengers, and'that the punishmont which
was inflicted on them was of a temporary
nature.  As the word tarleroosas occurs
“Lut once in the Bible, no further romarks
on it are-necessary.  For is sheol, hades,
nor Gehenna, either of them signify a
place of endless misery, of courso it will
no! he pretended that tartaroosas signiges
such a place.
( Continved in our nex! )

AP

ORIGIN OF SALVATION.

T'b who.n or what shall wo look for the
salintion of man?  There will be no dis-
putq that all men aro sinnors, and all need.
to be saved. But whonce springs our sal-
vation 7 who is the source and origin of it ?
We shell be told that * our salvation had
its origin in the unbounded love of Christ, |
who suffered and died in the room and'
stead of sinners, their guilt and punish-
ments being imputed to him, and thereby
he made a full and perfect satisfaction to
the Father for all men’s trausgressions.”
“Chis view which has long been the popular
one, it seems to us, places the origin of
salvation rather in the justice, as.it iscal-
led, of the Father, then in the love of*
Christ.
satisfaction—justice must andwill have its
claim ; thereis no more love about it than
there was in Shylock, when he demand-
od + the pound of flesh ;** no me-elove in
it than there is in tho- bosom of oxr neigh-
bor who sues us at the law for some tres-
pass or misdemeanor.

But setiing aside this manifest defect in
the proposition itself, look at the idea of
sinners being obnoxious to the infinite pens
alties and demands of justice after ithas
becp fully and perfectly satisfied, or in
aother words, holding the debtor in bonds
after the “surcty” has fully discharged
the debt.  Besides all this, we see no
ground of gratitude to the Father on this
scheme, it transfers itto the Son entire-
lv.

1f a culprit is pussued by a bailiff) have
ingin his hand a death warrant, and the
oftender is pardoned by - the governor, to
whom should the guilty man be grateful,

- tho bailiff or the governor? The Father
isrepresented as inexorable and unyiclding
qustice must have its duae, and"thie Sorr
steps, beneath the yplifted sword and it-is
bathed in his blood. Justice is =satisfied,
it has wreaked- its- vengeance. To whony
then should the r&_:scu'e_d rebel be grateful ;
to God or to Christ? DMorcover, to our
idea of justice, i« rewards. the good and
punishes the-bad ; but according to the
proposilion before us,justice punishes the
innocent that the guiity may go clear!

Such is not the origin of our salvation ;
such views are at variance with the attri~
butec and character of God, manifested in
nuture and revealed in his word. “God
15 Jovo,” and weregard him in this aspect

as the author .und.-originator of salvation. |,
Instoad of thore being-any:changs effected |

w God. or his justico being satisfied, the.
whole plan of redemption through Christ
~was the freo -and spontaneons-act of divine
lave. 'Tho Father was not pacificd by the
death. of Christ ; but~Jesws is the mani-

It was this that called aloud for|

festation, the exhibition of the uppurclms-
ed graco and tho unbought love pf the Fa-
thor of mercics. “God commandeth his
love toward us, in that, while \wero yet
siners, Christ died for the ungodly.’’—
Rom. v: 8. 'Tho great truth that Christ
lived, and suffered, and died, to ¢ommend
and demonstrate the unequalled and un-
purchased love of the Tather to man, bis
lost sinful oflspring, is as conspjcuous in
the Gospel teachings, as the sun in the
heavens, Thie Seripturos, direct us to the
ubounding grace, the great love of our
heavenly Father as the source and fountain
of man's salvution. God never nceded to
bo appeased, there was no necessity for a
scheme by which to arouse or createithe
divino beneficenco; but the Almighty saw
and considered the sinfulness of his intel-
ligent offspring ; he saw and pitied their
condition, and from tho fullness ofhis love
sent his Son to redcem and save them.
With this view we perceive sbundant rea-
1 e

sons for the exercise of heartfolt .gratitude
to the Father of mercies. Wo behold
“God in Christ reconciling the world uato
himself;”” we trace the salvatidn’ of our
raco 1o its origin, the Father, and becauso
he is foithful; because he is unchange-
able ; because his purposes fail not, we
feelthatour redemption is as secure as the
pillars of the eternal throne. B.B.H.
—N. Y. Chr. Mes.

CHRIST'S COMMANDMENTS.

Jesus said to his discipies, “If ye love
me keep my commandments.”  John xiv :

and emotions which lio camo to implant in
the human sou), is n truly. famnishing, mor-
ally and spiritually, as ho who is without
literal bread. Is bread “the staff of lifo,
physically ? so is Chnst tho stay, and
support, and food of tho soul. Is bread
fitted for.the support of animal lifo 7 so is
Christ tho lifo:of the spirit, the snstenance
of the noral nature-of man.; do we live
poorly and sparingly without good, whole-
some bread, so is thore an aching void in
the heart of that man who is without
Christ.

Why then should wo spend our money
orour time for that which is not bread,
whon we can partake of that of which ifa
mauw- “eat ho shall never hunger 2 Why
should wo starve in sight and reach of
our Father’s house, where is bread cnough
and to sparec ? Why attempt to feed on
husks and vanity, when we may partake
of “the living Brend that came down from
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.”—
Let us say with the disciples of Josas,—
“Lord, evermore give us this bread.” Le:,
our faith be strong and active in the Son,
and we shall have life ; lot us love and
obey Christ, and we shall be filled with
the true bread ; lot us “cat that which is
good, that ‘'our soul may delight itself in fat-
ness.” He that has Christ has the bread
of God; he that has Christ'may cat and
live - forever. To him the- famine has no
alarms, death no terrors ; the pearly gates
of immortality are open to his vision ; he
hes partaken of the tree of life.—[Ibid.

15. What were the commandments of
Jesus ' We do not suppose this declara-

caloglie, or ten commandments given by
Moses, although Jesus recognized them as
binding on him and others at that tune.
But these were-not peculiarly kis command-
ments.”

There are some commandmeats poculi-

tion was intended to apply-specially to De. |

LIFE'S SORROWS axo COMFORTS.

‘This world has been termed a vale of
tears. And to a great degree itis so.
Though the sky is bright above us, and the
carth is fair and lovely ; though we are
surrounded by the works of art, and
strength, and "wealth, and’though we hear
at the festive board and in the hall of ga'ety
the voico of mirth and pleasure, there are
none ~ithout their griefs. Some sorrow

ady Christ's, especially the one mestinn.
cd in John xiii. 81 :  “A new cowmand-
ment 1 give unto you, that ye love one
another.” The Gospelis a system of love.
We are there taught that «horthatloveth
not, knoweth not God ; for God is love "
and again, “He-that loveth not his brother
whom he hath scen, how can he love God
whomhe hath not seen 77 St. Paul tolls

preys upon the heart of each one crowding
through our busy streets ; thronging the

act.ve marts, and bowing at the shrine of !

Iashion and amusement. Not one lies

down et night upon his couch witiout be-

ing visited with painful reflections, and
beaving a sigh in remembrance of some
heavy misfortune or sad be cavement. -

us that 2l the law is-fulfiled by love—tins
one word embraces the whole essence and
spirit of the law. Rom. xiii. 8--10.

ings and commands of Jesus, it will be seen,

run directly into this onc .great, ieadingy
new commandment of love to onc another.

See the whole of his inimitable-and unparal-

leled sermon on the mount.  "The sprrit of
love—pure bonevolenco—breathes through

the whole. He, therefore, who loves Christ

loves his precepts—loves his command-

meats—and will keep them. Reder, do

you love-Christ ? * What evidence do you

give that you love him 2 Do you keep his

commandments, obey his precepts and,
follow:his exnmple 2—|ibid.

————

THE BREAD OF GOD.-.

This is.tho significant and appropriate
‘name which Jesus-applied' to himself and
to his doctrines.  A:truer and more bozuti-
Tulfigure could hardly have been employed.
He that is without Christ, destitute of faith

L]
Andall the exhortations, precepls, teach

Howmany are the homes vehere poverty

" erettes its paindul anxicties, wicre thie diae

appointed with affections blighted, weep
in loncliness, where the Jick langgisit e
beds of pain, and the stsicken i Least
- npuzn that death has snached.from t! ois
embrace the dearest objects of the iy « Ju-
tion. Ilow man3s :re the unkim'n, -

and wrongs, and déteptionswhi U i} e
counter ; how manyperplexities wad i..au.

nmany the aceidents and reversen. against
which no.foresight, iowever prua‘en;,hcan
guardse :

Suca islife. Itisa valley ofisorrow. —
L But as dark ns-the valley- 1y ..ty not
wholly overshaded with eloads. . Theze
-are not only occasional glimpses.oft sun-
light which relieye its gloom, but.therstars
of Faith and. Hope are evergilingit with
their mild” beams.. Indecd, .with ail s
sorrows, life has many consolations.—
When eary with thedabors of day, it is n
gonsolation to reflect that night will give
repose ;3 when deceived by ons in whom

[in his.name, and devoid of those .yirlues

! we confide, it js a consolation o know hat

ships and uncertainties of business.; how

N

we havea Friend th will nover decoive
when disappointed in the pursuit of wealth,
it is o consolation to feol assured that we
shall nover seek in vain for that wealth
which is imperishuble ; when crippled and
encrvated by diseaso. it is a consolation to
know that denth will como to.our relicf.
—Ib. 0.4.8.

DIVINE AGENCY~-HUMAN AGENCY.
BY'REV. J 3. aUSTIN.

Much has been said about the agency of
God, and tho agency of man, of late, by
thoso who profess to be skilled in the ute
of tho heavy field-piccos, as well as small
arms, of theological Scicnce ; and what re-
lation each bears to-the othor—or where
the one ends, and the other begins—has
beon- confessed a mystery, insolvable by
mzn,

Zvow, without claiming anything more
than the inspiration of ordinary common
sonse, enlightened of course by the Bible,
it does seem to the writer hereof, thatthe
whole-subject may be comprised in a theo-
logical nut-shell, after all—which, fairly
laid -open,-willoxhibit clecrly the ingth,
and breadth, and depth, of this vast subject.
Let us see:

God’sagency cvidently oxtends through
all His Jaws ; and man’s agency goes no
farther than to obedicnce of these laws.—
When man is obedient to the laws with
which God has surrounded him, then is
the agency of man in perfect harmony
with the agency of God. When disobedi-
eut, then s the agency of man at variance
with that of God. Do we notsee here,
very distinctly, a limited agency in man,
as well as the gen-ral agency of God ? No
Joubt of it. And being so, we see the
propricty of reward and punishment, for
good and evil; und we thus avoid the
10ck of fatalism, which makes man irre-
sponsible for what he does.

We may say, indo-d, that God Lnew
men would sin, and that he krows before.
i hand every sinful act we will do.  Butj
God’s laws expuess His will 3 and if thox
¢ lnws forlnd sin 5 then itis false andwrong
to say, that Géd designs.the sin fimst, anv
: then the punishtuent to follow that vin—g¢
| in otherterms,tbat nun is o mero-machine
Cwithout any agency, and 3ulléring cor
rstantly from the fmpulses; and thien ti
pusishtaciis of Gods biwself,  Sueh
view- 8 Gad's gavernment would be dows
d gty indlim,iC e, . And.it alit
Sves vilenee @ oo eonsgivns freedoy
aae budier 1oxon, and - that Seriptu
wich sars—-Fet 120 man say when he
waipted, T am tempted of God' for God
+ L iempted ol evilneither tempteth he a;

TRy R

Liwn, then, has a fimited ageney. | 1
mayohev. or tefsoto ohev, the agen
! or willul God. séenand knowy .’I:I'ld feh.
tthe Jaws wihin and about him. A ngd *
f such ‘obadience, ar disobediones s He m
i jusily be held responsiblo. ‘

! With al! due deference, -susdi at Jeast
{ our humbie opinion — Wedsisr. N Y.

|
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An etderiy Jady commending and¥oe
monding the.Tracts of 4he Americen 1™
Saclety, wos informed by her hearer.,
she-had the Bible, dnd preforred the .
Teacta, “Ab, but, (said the ol feay?)"
tracis sirengthen the Bible pino<ivpts 1t




