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'rliy are Inade of precious wood, about 2J fect in hoight, and 8 inches iii

width. They are finely carved near the top and bottoin, witli a smooth
surface for thie lettering-, 011 which is %vrittcn in Chinese and Manchu the
liame of the being to whlili cadi one is dcdicated. On the tabiet to
HIeaven tiiere are four worn1s, "Txinperial 1 loaven, liuler ahove. " hI other
buildings in flic sane enclosingr walls the tablets to the Sun, inoon, stars,
etc., are deposited.

In different parts of the grounds are buildings for storing ail the differ-
ont utensils, vessels, musical instruments, etc., whielî are used at the time
of iý orship or in preparation for it. Tlhere are slaughlter-houscs, and the
instruments and the utensils for slauglîteringr the animais and preparirg
thoni for the tirne of thec offering of thiern. On other parts of the groundS
are buildings in wvhichi the higli officers -%vlo attend the emiperor aud tlue
mausicians are lodged. There is L, cpecial building, styled the PalacD for
Fasting, prepared for the emperor.

On December 2Otlh the ezuperor cornes forth iii great state froin the
palace, and proceed-part of aie way in a sedan-chair carried by sixteeni
men and part of the wvay in a chariot drawii by an clephant-to, thîe park
by one of tuie broad streets of Pekingf,. Ill is attended by a large retinue
conîposed of inembers of the royal fainily, some of the nobility, civil and
rnilitary officers of higli rank, to the nuxnbor of near!y two thousand. The
emperor proceds to a place to tho south of the altar, wliere lie descends
fromn the chair and goes to the building wlîere the tablets art, in deposit.
H1e burns incense before thein, and wvorships -the tablets of 1-eaven and of
the aîîcostors. Hie thon inspocts ,ill the preparation whichi has been made
for the worship of the next miorning, to sec thiat tlîey liave ail beeuî properly
preparcd, according to thte statutes. The retinue have retired to theïr
respective places, and the einperor repairs to, the Palace for Fasting, and
spends the night in nieditation. The service commences nt threc o'clock
in the morning. The emperor is inforrncd of the hour by the officiali mes-
songer, and proceeds ini an imporial chair to, thie southa gate of flhe outer
wall ivhich encloses the altar. Frorn thore lie proceeda on foot, and
ascends by flue fiight of stops fromi the south to tice robing tout. The
retinue in official robes take their respective places. 'fic inemnbers of the
royal family are on the south side of the ]iig(,hest terrace, flic ligher offi-
cors on the south side of the iniiddlc terrace, and others on the lowest ter-
race, and otiiers stili on the ground on flue south sido of the altar. The
grounds are ail lighited by lanterns suspendcd froin polos and the marble
gateways.

Wfhen everything is rcady and ail are in thoir places, the services are
commeiuced with mnusic. Thie tablets are brouglit out with, reverential ocre-
inonies and placed iii their respective tents. The fire is liglited in the
furnace where the burnt-offering is consunied. The rolîs of silk and al
the varions offerings of neats, grains, wines, fraits are placed before the
several tablets. Ail the exorcises are performcd nt the çall of the master


