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Jewish Colonization in Palestine.—
“ Year by year,” remarks Lieutenant-
Colonel Goldsmid, * the stute of the
Jews all over the world is becoming less
satisfactory instead of better. As the
result of the persecutions in Russia and
Roumania Jewish colonies are being
founded everywhere, They are even in
an initiatory stage in South America,
and may likely be commenced in Cen-
tral Africa. Theso schemes, Mr. Gold-
smid thinks, are only deferring the ¢vil
day. ¥e holds firmly that the Jewish
question will neverbe settled until there
is a Jowish state in the Holy Land.
¢ In some ccuntries,’”’ hesays, ¢ wo aro
persecuted. In others we are bazely
tolerated. I am not at all surprised at
this. What other race with so glorious
o history as ours would tamely sit down
and seo the land of their ancestors in
the bands of a foreigner? Italy has e
gained Rome, why should we not regain
Palestine, instead of being contented to
romain tol.zated by the pevples among
whom we live?”

Madagascar.—Political affairs are
taking an erratic course on the island.
Tho determined aititude of the more
enlightened and patriotic Alnlagassies
toward the French Protectorate, to
which I referred in the Janvary issue of
the Missioxary REevizw, i3 being neu-
tralized by tho Malagasy Court. Either
by adroit negutiations, or intrigue, the
French nre already on growingly cordial
terms with the Government. Tho Eng-
lish adviser, the Protestant missicnn-
ries, and other tried counsellors, aro to-
doy set aside for the French, while the
queen, the prime minister, and tho
ladies-in-waiting affect French customs,
and eagerly show their regard for the
officials of the French Republic. Asa
correspondent says : ¢ The Trench rep-
resentative has but to go shead cau-
tiously and circumspectly to obtain for
his conntry all she can possibly wish
for.” What tho ~.ture wiil bring re-
munins to bo seen. At present the coun-
try, administrtively, isin a lamentablo
condition. Tho increasing scléishness,
fdespolism, and lax momlity noticed in
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Goverrment circles causo serious mis.
givings regarding the nation’s welfare,
Thus far French influence has not raised
the moral standard. The habits of life
and non-Christian principles of French.
men are unmistakably introducing a
false civilization. In developing the re-
sources of Madagascar, or promoting
commercial enterprise and colonization,
the French are utterly unfitted. The
export and import trade is nearly all
done by English snd American traders,
Religiously, the work continues to pros.
per. In face of the disappointments
+with respect to the action of the Govern-
ment, the missionaries maintain a pow-
erful hold on the mative communities.
The London Missionary Society and the
Society of Friends stand on almost sim-
ilar platforms,and attempt much in com-
mon. It is regretted that the advanced
sacerdotal teachings of the agents of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gos-
pel provent co-operation with this body.
Despite the energy of Roman Catholic
missionarics and their numbers, they
aro singularly weak and uneble to gather
congregations.

India—* Age of Consent" Bill.—Na-
tive pnpers are {ul' of letters and dis-
cussions relating to tho proposed meas-
uro forraising ** marriage censent from
the agu of ten to twelve. The bill isin
committee, and should reappear before
tho Legislative Council next March,
meanwhile, local governmeats are col-
lecting native opinioninall parls of the
country. By the Mohamn.cdans ex-
pressing themselves favorable aid, to
a largo extent, the Brahmo-Sumaj, there
is great nuticipation of eventunl suc-
cess. Orthodox Iindus in Upper snd
Western India aro apparently uncon-
cerned. The National Congress is nen-
tr..., nccording to its resolution not {o
agitato on social questions. From Beogal
comes tho most pronounced oppositios,
though it iy genernlly believed thomeas-
aro Wl bo carried when it is universslly
know~ that tho Vil' does not interfero
with religious customs, or forin a pro-
lndotr orrespondingactsel legislation.




