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child-saving institutions, of which the number is continually increasing, that
have since been organized on the family plan.”  Perhaps the finest example
of the perfection to which this plan may be carried, is the village of Givls’
Homes, at Ilford, Essex, near London. which is & purt of the wonaerful
series of charities founded by Dr. Bernardo. There are thirty beautiful brick
houses built around a small park, each with its own *Mother,” and family from
the London slums. But the Rauhe Haus antedated Dr. Bernardo's Homes by
at least forty years.

Some one asked Dr. Wichern how he was able t» produce such
wonderful changes in the conduct of children under his care. 1lis
reply reveals the seeret of his success: “ By the word of God and
music.”” The religious training of the children is given the first
place. Everything is made bright and beautiful. When possible,
each child has its own flower bed; flowers help in the work of educa-
tion. Dr. Wichern once said that “the man who cannot play and
enter into the plays of chilhood with his whole heart, is unfit to be
an assistant in a child-saving institution.” 1 caunot better describe
the spirit of this institution than by quoting words spoken at a public
meeting held in Hamburg prior to its opening, by Syndie Sieveking.
He said:

“The children’s institution was not to be a workhouse. r.or an orphanage,
nor 2 place of punishment, nor a house of correction; but an institution that
allied itself to the family, to the gospel, to the forgiveness of sins, to the first
and last thought, that is to the essential nature and work of Christianity.”#

It is impossible even to mention all the names of the distinguished
workers in the field of Charity in Germany. Pestalozzi, the founder
of the Kindergarten, did a noble work, but in it the religious element
was lacking. At the age of cighty he saw for the first time what
hie had been striving for for his whole life, when, in 1826, he visited the
institution of the venerable Zeller at Beuggen.  When the children
of that institution presented him with a beautiful wreath, as they sang
one of their sweet hymns, Pestolozzi said to Zeller:  “This is what T
wanted to accomplish.” His mistake was that, in his school at Stanz,
there was no place for religious instruction.” ¢

In these child-saving institi.tions in the German Empire, there are
fewer girls than boys. Some of these lHomes are managed by the
State, and children are sent to them as punishment; but these must
not be confounded with what is done by individuals. There were
about three hundred aund sixty of the institutions in 1880. Wur-
temburg leads all the German States in this work.

“The Deaconess Institution of Rhenish Westphalia,” at Kaisers-
werth, is the most remarkable charity in Germany, if not in the world.
Ona dismal day in Aungust I visited Kaiserswerth. The ride from
Cologne by train is about one hour to Calecum, and then about a half-
hour by carriage. The country around is flat and damp, like most of
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