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598 HAVE WE TOO MANY MISSIONARY PERIODICALS? [Av,,

of thrilling facts. If we want morezeal, all true zealis ‘“according to knoy.
ledge’ and consequent upon it. If we want the spirit of holy enterprise,
doing and daring for (God, missions must be exhibited as ¢he enterprise of
the chulch, and it must be shown that no equal or proportionate inves.
ment of men, means and money ever brought returnsso ample—all of whig,
the logic of events stands ready to prove by the most overwhelming of g
guments.
In a word, we believe that, if every true dlsmple could be continually cop.
fronted by a fresh bulletin of news from the world-wide field and kept ;.
miliar with the movements of every assaulting column now moving againgt
Satan’s citadels, all the workmen and all the money—both the person
and material of war—wouvld be voluntarily furnished for prosecating ths
colossal campaign.
The time has come, moreover, for a Review of Missions that may take it
place side by side with the ablest periodicals in the secular sphere, Tie
gospel has found its way into Casar’s household, as well as into the jailers
family, and Bethany’s humble home. God is now calling the wise, the
mighty, the noble, to the kingdom. Merchantprinces, public leaders, states.
men, journalists, philosophers, generals, judges, sages, bow at the cradle of
Christ as did the Eastern seers. King’s daughters are among the honorable
women who follow the Saviour and minister to Him of their own substanee,
and at His right hand stands moye than one queen in gold of ophar. Piety
is not linked with stupidity and superstition, ignorance and imbecility, Evep
theinfidel no longersneers as the gospel as ¢ fit only for women, children and
smallmen.” The thoughtful, cultured classes of society are compelled to ask
whence came that wonderful religion thatillustrates the survival of thefittest
because fittest tosurvive ; that amazes the evolutionist by not being evolvn
at all, but springing at once into maturity without development, and yot de.
fies for eighteen centuries all improvement, either by addition or subtraction!
Andwearve profoundly persuaded that a Review of Missions, properly conduct,
ed, willnot only inform the ignorant and enlighten and educate the unculty
vated, butmay alsocommand and compel the attention of the most intelleet,
ual andintelligent readers, and bring them into closer and more practical fel.
lowship with mission work. And abundant facts have come to our knowledge
that thus the Review has greatly enlarged the circle of veaders of mission.
ary literature; has interested a large number of educated men and women
in mission themes who never before gave them the least attention ; and has
made a place for missions in the secular press, which has been accustomedto
sneeratthem. One of the leading literary journalsof the country, located
in Washington, reproduces the substance of many of our leading articies,
advertised the Review largely at its own cost, and sought of our publshers
a clubbing arrangement mth it. Many of our leading articles are also re
produced month by month,n whole or in part, in the religious periodicals of
America, Great Britain, and India. Some of them have been translatedinto
other tongues. Such facts encourage the belief that the lines of its benel-
icent influence have gone ouvinto all the carth, and that, humble as wasits
origin,and with none to sound its trumpet, and with only private resources
to back it, and two busy men to guide and nspirve it, God, in His gracious
providence, is honoring and blessing its agency far beyond ourexpectatious.
. 8. Onethoughtmore. Itseemsclearto us thatin the present grand mission-
arymovementwe ha-enoScripture warrant topropagate Denominationalisic.
The sectarian spirit is a great obstacle to the success of missions among the
aeathen. The tendency 1n the mission field i1s to unity, onencss, a native




