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ion.ary tendencies, or that we
could believe in advanced demo-
cracy. We stili st-, -d ip for a
reasonable veneratuun for form-
ality and time-hionoured custom,
and for a discreet upholding of
wvhat lias been found useful in the
past. But we Must also seelu to
avoid fossilization, and keep away
frorn extreines. There is always
rooîn for improvernent, and !i-
provernent Is not inconsistent
with a proper regard for ekistîng
institutions. N~or is it incompat-
ible to be at once sonnd and un-
:Vhýlding, for tiiose things whichi
have tlic sanction of previous ex-
perience, and to seel,-a.is times
change and men and things meet
altering conditions-the modern-
izing of those things. There are
iînany matters pertinent to tlic
1)ractice of lawv in Canada where,
,we think a too close adherence
to the ancient is pursued, and the
generalizing we are indulging in
'NVilI not, we think, be without
application. We refer to the
bene-volent soeiety in England as
indicating tlic spirit of modern-
isin that obtains iu the most
civilized country of modern bis-
tory. We shall have more to say
in the same direction as the
mnonths pass by; and -wc are mis-
taken if fthe spirit which pervades
this, and will pervade future
articles on hindred subjects, does
xîot strike a responsive Izey in the
constifuency wc arc addressing.
A s we cast a few glances'over
flue field that is opened up in flue
consideration of sucli a Une of
questions as are involved, in the

direction spokzen of, we anfici-
pate that we will ha-ve, to turn
up some new ground before we
aire through with it. What
may be thue event of sncb action
on our part Urne alone wilI tell.
We believe, there are great possi-
hilities in an earncst inquiry into
the conditions that obtain in the
legal profession of Canada. We
will try and do our part, and look
forward as a reward to sympa-
thetic support from the profes-
sion.

Sir Walter Besant on Crime.

It heus al'ways been noticeable
that it is easier tLo theorize than
to carry into effective operation;
and men are always mapping ont
on pa,.per beautiful schexnes which
will never be materialized in any
tinue. We are forced. to regard in
this liglit the views on the extir-
pation of crime expresscd recent-
ly by Sir WTalter Besant. Yet,
corning froun a gentleman of his
kznown abilities, as welI as from
the plausability they possess,
tiiese views are not uninterest-
ing. Takzing the cases of five
crirninals now serving ternis,
which are anywhere from thue
third to the eleventh conviction,
accordingr to, the prisoner, Sir

Watrtraces ont the probable
future that sucli people -will lead,
sliowing that under the present
system. of punisbment tlhe only
thingt ahead for a convict, both
from necessity and inclination, on
leaving, a prison, is a return to,
bis old trickus. A cure for this,
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