
THIE ACADIA ATHEN.,EUM.

other ic% only art; if Tennyson's work is art lie bas the power to
conceal art.

Now this individuaiity that is apparent in ail bis work, this
originality in spite of ail his learning, cornes out constantly ai a
kind of challenge to the best in his readers cailing them to corne
up out of the Iow distracted life Ilso foui with sin " into the
Ilhigber things " to which men rise by stepping stones of thair
dead selves. fis work as an artist le to, impart life as well as to
kindie admiration.

This contribution to the world's life by the seif-revealing
power of hie own character je supplemented by bis strenigth due
to barmony with bis age. The poet muet interpret the truthe
of n~ature, of human life, of God, înto the thougbt of bis own time.
Ta do this effectively bie muet tbink with hie time and for it.,
This Tenmivson Joee; for it may be saict; " There can be no
doubt that lie represents the century better than any otber man.
The tboughts, tbe feelings, tbe desires, the conflicte, the aspira-
tions of our age are niirrored in bis verse. Tennyson is thA
,clearest, sweetest, strangeet voice of the century." fie lias not
attained this power to speak for thé, century witbout study of the
past out of which the precent bas corne. HRe bas poi>derad deepiy

Il'1The fairy tales of science and the long resuit of time';
And records his efforts to pluck the mystery of history;

Wben the centuries behind me like a fruitful land reposed;
And I ciung to ail the present for the promise that it closed;
When I dîpt into tue future far as human eye could see;
Saw the Vision of the world, and ail the wonder that wouid be."

Th uc receiving from the -past bis portion as an hieir of the
.ages; thue identified wvith hic own day, lie je abie to set before
bis readers an ideai of manhood that le itself a gift of great value:

"Heart affluence in discursive taik
From household fountains neyer dry
The critic clearness of au eye,

That saw through liî the Muses' waik;
Seraphic intellect and force

To seize and throw the doubts of man;
Impassioned logic, tvhicil outran

The bearer in its fiery course ;
High nature amorous of the good,

But touch,'d with no ascetic gloom;
And passý--s pure in snowy bloom

Through ail the yetrs of .April blood.
And rcarhuod fused ivith female g race

lu ý;uch a sort the child wouldtwine
à~ trustful band, una.sk'd, in thine,

And find bis comfort in thy face."
Thus he 8howes the age to iteif, the better aclf of the age, and

this ideal bis works tbroughout will belp the earnest seeker to at-
.tain.


