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heaviest ccclesiastical censures all who presumed | man whom the pupe had slready excommanicated
to teach a contrary doctrine. Such a clear dc-l as an incorrigible heretie.  Such an abrupt mans
cision of the sovereign pontill against him might | ner of prococding, howcerer, being decmed unpre-
have been fatal to Luther’s cause, but for the | cedented and unyust by the members ofthe diet
deaih of the emperor Maxnnilian, on January 17 | they requircd Luther to appear it person, and de-
1519. Both the principles and interest of Maxi- | cloro whether fie ndhered 10 thuse upinions which
wilian kad prompled hun to support the authori~ | had drawn upen han the cenzures of the church.
ty of Rore ; but in consequence of his death the | Nut only theemperor, but all we pninces targugh
vicariaic of that part of Germany which is gov- | whose terriwories he had o pass, gianied hun a
crned by the Saxun laws devolved 10 the clecior | 8afe-conduct , aud Charles wrote wo him require
of Saxuny. Under the shelter of his friendly ad- | ing bhis immediate aitendance on the dicty and
ministration, Luther enjuyed tranquility ; and his | réuewing lus promiscs uf protec ivn from auy tn-
opinions Look such rool 1a dillerent places, that | jury or violence. Luther did not liestate aue
they could ncver afterward be eracicated. As l moment nbouut ysclding vbedience ; and setout for
the clection of an emperor was u pont more in-) Worms, atiended by the herald who hatl broggnt
teresting to Pope Leo X. than a theological con- | the emperor’s lctter and safe-conduct, Winle on
troversy which be did not undersiand, and of | his yjourney, many of jus irteuds, remainbenng the
which he could not furcsee the consequentes, he | fate of Huss under sinular  circumstances, and
was cxuremely solicitous nut to trruate a prince { houatpistanding the sane sccuriy ol an unpenia
of such considerable influcnce in the elecioral cul- | safe-cunduct, advistd aud cntreated hun not o
lege as Fiedelic, and discovered & great unnil- j rush wantonly e the mudst ol dangu; bt
Tingacss to pronvunce the sentence ol excommu- | Luther, syperiur 49 such terrors, silenced them
wication againsy Lu her, whith lus adversarics | with this reply, ¢ | am lawfully cailed to uppear
conunually demanded with the most clamorous | in that city 3 aud thither 1 wall go in the name of
tmporiunity. D the Lord, though as maay devils as there are tiles
A suspension of proceeding against Luther | on the houses are there combined against ine.”
took place for cightcen momhs, though perpewual | The rcception whicn he met wuh at Worms,
negotiations were carricd on doring the terval | might have been reckoned a tull reward ol aif ius
to bring the matter 10 an amtcable 1ssue.  The | laburs, if vawuly aud the love of applavse had been
manncr in which they weee cunducted baving gi- | the principles by which bg was suflueuced. Greats
ven the reformesr many opporiunities of observing | or crowds assembled 1o behold him than hal ap-
the corruptions of the cvurt of Rome, its vbstina- | peared at the emperue’s public entry , lus apani-
cy in adhering to established errors, and its in- | ments were daily filled wih prinices und personas
differcuce aboul truth, howerver clearly proposed | ges on'the highest rank 5 and he was Licaled wuh
or strongly proved, he begun in 1520, to uuer | a omage mure sincere, as well as more flattering
doubts wiiliregard to the divine original of the | than any which pre-emincuce w bicth or condition
papal authurity, which he publicly desputed witia | can c..omand. At his appearance before the di-
Eckius, lus most learned and foninidable antago- | et, he behaved with great Jn cicy, aud with equal
nist, firmness. Hc readtly acknowledged ant cxcess
The papal authority being once suspected, Lu- | of acrimony, ami schewence i ins coatroverstal
her pruceeded an tis inquiries and aitacks from | writtngs : buisefusd . ciruct lus optituns un.
one doctrine W another, ultat last he bezan to | less he were convinced of their fubschivud, o to
shake the irmest foundations on which the wealth | conseul 1o thair being iried by any ollier rule
and power of the church were established.  Leo | than tht word of God.  When neither threats nur
then peaceifed that there were ut hopee of re- | entrenides could prevail on Him 10 depart from
claming such “an jucorrigible hentic;” aud | bis resolution, some of the ecclesiastics proposed
therefoic prepared tu pronountethe sontence of | o imitate the example of the council of Coustance
cxcomninicaiion agunst lun.  ‘The coliege of | and by puutshug the “ pustdent herelie’” who
cardinals was ofien assunbled 10 prepare the sen- | was in tieir ponor, to dudier the charch al once
tence wiils due deliberation ; and the ablest can- | from such au evil.  Bud the memnbers o1 the dict
otiusis were consulied how 1Ciighy be expresscd | relusiag (3 cxpose the Guiman sategrily 1o iresi
with unixcepliveable turmality. At last ol was | feproach, by a steoud vivlabion of puslic (wi,
nsued on the dflcuth of Suue, 1320, Forty- I and Charles bewng 00 less unnilling 0 g
ohg pruposiions, extracied eut ul Luther s waiks | $waits upua the begrunug of hus adastaton by
were lovinin cundemited as hentical, zcandalous, such au sgnominivas aciion, Luther was periit
and oflensive 1o pions cars 5 pll persuns were for-, 1ud W departiu safety. A tew days aller he 1cle
bidden 10 read lus witiugs, upun patn of excom- ¢ the cily, he was deidunced us i obsutnaie aud
1nunicalvi, such as had any ot them n ther cus- | cxevinmunicaled ciantaaly aud deprived of ali the
tody were commanded 10 commil them 10 the | privileges which he engoyed asasubject of ane
flawes 5 he msclf, 1f withia sixty days he dwt jemprie.  Ev ry prince was sequired 10 saze lus
net pubhicly recaut his cirors and burn tus books | person, as soou as tho tern spocificd 1a his pro-
was proucanced an obsunale hefelic, excommu- | tection should be eapired.
nicated, oty Jdelivered (0 Saan. Al seculer;  As Luther, 0it lus aeturn from Worms, wes
piinces were regured, undur pain of incurning | passing ncar Alicus.rain ta Taunagia, & bainber
the same ceasure, to scize his personm, that he | of iursemen 1 Mashs rustied suddealy vut of a
|

might be punished as his criines descrved. Wuod, where the cdector bad appuioted them to
Luther was not in the least disconcerted. e lie in wait for him, and carrted  hun 1 the cesile

rencwed hisappealto a general council ; declered ! of Wurtburg.

the pope to be that antichrist or man of s, whose . Weary at length of s reurement, Luther ag-
appeerance 1s foretold m the New Testament ;1 ain appeared publicly st Witiembeig, npon the
declaimed against tis tyranny with sull greater | sixih of Maren, 1522, and made open war upon
vehemence ; end at last, by way of retanation, | the pops and ts prelotes.

having assembled all the professurs and swudenis ] The same year 1522, he wrote a letter Lo the
s the vuiscreity ot Wit emberg with greay pomp, 1 assembly of e state ot Buacana, 10 Waich oo
and in the prescuce of a vast multtude of spec- & assured them that he was laburing 10 cs.abisn
tators, he cast the rolumes of the canon law swah | theit doctrine 1n Germany, sod exboited e no
the bull of excommunication v the fames.— ! to re.urn to iie communon of the church vt R
‘The manner in which that aclion was justified y and he alsz published @ travalativn of the New
gave stillmore offence than the action jtselt. Hav- | Testament 1n the German tongue, which was af-
sng cullected from the canon law some of the most | terwand corrected by himsell aad Melancthon.—
cxtrasagant propositions wiih regard to the plen- | That translation naving bLeen prated several
itude and omnipotence of the pope’s poner, as | tincs,and bewg in every-body’s hands, Ferdin-
well as the suborduiation of ali sccular ju-isdic- | and areiduke of Austris, the emperui’s broter,
tion 1o his authoraty, he published them with a | 13sued a very severc cutct, to lunder the fusiher
commentazy. poinung out the impiety of such | publication of st ; and furbade all the sulyects of
tencts, and tbeir cvident tendeucy to subvert oll | tus imperial majesty o haveany copies ot ty or
<l governmert. of Luiker's other books.  Ouher priuces followed

On the accession of Charles V. to the empire, | his cxamp!c ; upon which Luther wrote 2 treause

Luther was in a dangerous situation. T sc- | “ Of the Secular Power,” in which hc accused
curc the pope’s friendsnip, Charles determined to 3 them of tyranuy and unpicty. .

ircat him with great seserity.  11is cogerness to| I the year 1523, Luther wrole sgainst vows
~ain his point rendered him not averse to grati- | of virgity ; and soon aficr Catharine Bora and
¥ the papal legete in Germany 3 who insisted, { eight other uuns cloped frum the convent at Nin-
hat suthout any delay or formal deliberation, the | Vschen, and were conducted to Wlllqmbc:g.

Jat thew sitting at Worms ought to condemn o' fn Octeber, 1521, Luther flung off theononas-

tic habit ; which was a very proper piepaiiane to
tus marriage with Catharine Boia. s cunduct
1 marrying wasscverely censured; Lut Luther
boldly defended tus act.

Luther was thus employed i defenee of the
Chesstian rchzion ull dus death, winch bappened
m the year 1546, That yewr, accuinpamedt by
Melancihug, he paid a viat o ius ona cauntry,
which bie had nul acen for meny years.  Soun at-
ter hic was called thulier a®ain by lie carls o
Mansleldt, to compose sune dJiucrences which
had ansen about thar busndaties.  Preachng
his last sermon therefore ol \Witientberg, upon the
seventeenth ol Juuuary, he started un the twenty
?nrd; and at Hall i Saxony lodged with Jastus

onas, with whom he stayed three days. Wien
he cntered the teziitoites of tiie cuils of Mans-
felut, ho was received 10 a very hvnorable inan-
ner , but was at the same bme veiy il Ho died
upon the ugineenth of Febiuary, 1 the sixyy-
third year ullus age. A lide bul'ae he capired,
he admonished thuse that were abuut Lun Lo pray
10 Gud for the propaga ivn of the Gospel, ¢ be-
cause the counul ot Tient and the pope would
devise strange things against i

Thus lived, *dled in faith,” and triumphed,
vne of the must hutuied stevants of Ciurst, and
ong of die st exalted benetaciors ol dhe human
Cammily whosc names e recunded s auuals of
the chuich aund waild,

THE SPIRTE OF PUPERY UN-
CHANGED.
.

Many of our readers sappase that the wnrieascd
Lzt of the few last centuries has essennally
choatig d the Roman cathiolic caataces —hat e
iznoranc: eud persccuniag sprrie whnch charac-
terszed ao in Lhe earlier and dark ages has Ziven

Yace, tuvugh tue fuilucuce of Bible traur and
Loprosement in ihe arts and scicnces, lo a puier
fari aud wnore exemplary piactice.  Thicy accre-
dit the teaunony of ancient tastury 1especting the
corruptions of the papal church, and her avoim-
nations 1l practice in past ages, but behese hier
opposiiion 10 the Bivle fur Ui st pars ues Couse
ed, amd wuh it e crucdlios toward (vse who
cherish fis precepts. Tue Luh gs, we give our
adten:tuit su lutle 10 what Wie cathuies say and
do .« dus land ol prulestaniisig thad sve are 1g-
nordut ul Litic picSeut chatauat, wind e Iuj)
0 Toaint 8u, ualess we are carclal o collate
[ac.3 0a this sul jecly and adcnavedy scudy tetc
Hisiory.  Such s vur laciiity Loi wbiatnng wnfur-
ma b upon cray subjec, bodi atiome and
abrodd, that wuch ight 1s thiona upou our
muids; disabuzing var people of Uwse 1svorable
tupressiong whech thiey had recenved of die cathy-
tic character in the windernth cenary,  Reeent
devilupuments are dischatng o us, buth aL home
and abivad, the scerel ppositive ol alt fashful
cathuhics Lo the 1Ll wid thal the sune pusccu-
Gug spual wch vuce pussessad i, ot yet
cradicaied siom thar Luse s, Lul 1a cutnires
where the cathoiics are the duaniat paiiy, anu
in stctiyns of vur Gien whore they ou=iamber our
native papulation, ey nat only peesccuic and
dus roy hurcuesyas ticy call all piotestaats, but
Lurn their bibles, whichthey regaid as the prime
cause of presailing Leresy.

Now, 1f there are any who suppuse that tha
chuich of Roine 13 1ot 1 the wiacieenh century
wha. s was an dath ages, Ml sae 1s ol up-
poscdto the word of fiod, aud willnae persecune,
and punish thuse who chetish i, 1 relor tham ta
fac's now published to the civilized world, 1n
pradfof thic error. On the 11tk of January,
1837, the emperor of Austria gave orders to ab-
out 500 of ut» sulyecis, ising tn  the valley of
Zellerihal, who vy reading tie Scriptures has* be-
come protestint, and wruwa off the papal +
¢ Tual tkey must retvrn 10 the I
churck, or leave thar fatherland @
not foleraic any protcs.aant com,
rol .” that is the place of thcir
very year in which he gavo the o.
all uf this devoted band of ah~
compeliled (0 leave their hon
birth, the scenes of the
their ancestors, an
Sacred Scriplure
rit, had ene
Kour, and o
‘rerarchy.
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