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sonal services of any of iy brethren in
the ministry, many of whom wme infi.
nitely better qualified by endowinents of
nature and of grace, to encounter the
toils and the hazards of our great mis-
sionary cnterprize,— an  enterprise
where all former experience often fails,
end an  cntirely  npew  experience
must be wrought out, chailerginvg a
concentration uf sagacity and tuct, and
holy perseverance, and prayerful wrest-
ling with God, to which our “Masters
in Isracl” alone can, without presump-
tion, lay claim, Shouvld my health ii.
nally fail, or should any such compe-
tent labomiers precent themselves,—
then, indecd,—but not till then, wonld
I deem it my duty to abendon tha poi-
tionI now ozcupy, and, res:gning it
into sbler hands, gladly retire linto the
peaceful seclusion of some humble ¢ta-
tion in the Redcewer's vineyard ot
home.

6. Having thus calmly and delibe-
ra‘cly made up my own mind asto the
path of duty, I mey not, and must not
swerve. All considerations of percon-
al or family advantages must eva-
pish, Being o husband and a parent, I
trust I know something of the strength
and peculiarity of domestic tics; { trust
Iam not blind to the claims whicha be-
loved partner and children _have on my
protection and support: But the tics
of grace—the claim of a bleeding Sa-
viour—are higher, holier, stronger still.
Ard itis my rare and singular feheity,
to feel asecured that every sentiment
which [ have now uttered finds 2 ready
ccho in the breast of that bosom friend,
who has heretofore reiciced with me in
my joy, and srmpothised with me in
my sorrows,  And peinful thongh the
trial muat prove to flesh and bloo?d, we
ure both prepared, when the hour of
separation comes, to part with our dear
Iittle ones—perhaps for ever—recom.
mending them, in the exercise of faith,
to the care and keeping of Him who is
yro-eminently the friend of the friend-
Jess, and the father of the fatherless.

And now, my dear Sir, what ehall I
say, in conclgsion, relative to the ex-
pression of favourable whichyour
letter 20 emphatically conveys?! To
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say that it vastly exceeds any thing to
which § fecl myself' entitled is to say
little. 1 could not speak of it, if 1
would, interms at ull adequate. The
theme I must therefore leave to the mu-
sings of “expressive silence,”

Irom tie vivid interest taken by you,
and your friends and townsmen, in that
mission towhore interests my life hos
been devoted, Aberdeen has long ere
now been endeared to me; but it bas
beceme deubly so new. It is imprinted
on the table of a grateful heart, asif
engraven with a pen of iron on therock
for ever. And should God spare me to
revisit once nore the distant shores of
Iudis, even there will it not cease torise
up before meo in fondly cheriched re-
membrance.

That Ged, in hic infinite merey, may
pour upon yeareelfand colleagues, and
all the members of the Sounth Chureh
congregation therichest cffusions of his
grace,—ard raise up unto you another
pestor, according to your hiearts’ desire
—is the camest prayver of your affec-
tionate friend in the Lord,

May our prayers for him, and for the
success of that enterprice in which he
has emburked,nevercease. Canada has
much to do for herself, but we shall not
succeed the worse, becauge of our sym-
parhy and prayers for one hundred and
filty millions of immortal beings, whom
the providence of God, we humbly trust
for gracions purposes, lias brought un-
der the sway of our beloved country.
We cannot butregard it asa most aus-
picious token of reviving Religionin our
Parent Church, tiat ghe has begun to
put forth her energies in Foreign Mis-
sionary labours. Itis long since Scot-
land began to supply India with her
most distingnished Military Officers,
Judges, and Civilians. A higher honour
yet remains to supplv India with her
most distinguished Missionaries. There

{ cannot be rocm hera for vain boasting,

or unhallowed competition : since the
perfect will be the humblest, and the

rost successful will owe all hig suceess



