
6 LECTURE AT TUIE OPENINU OP DIVINITY HALL.

at home, and requirc a corresponding difforence in our mode of procoduro.
Thie Cliurchi nt liume lia:s adlîered to flic plan -%vlic1î lias, ail alon g, been flol-
luîwed inic ue Estab)lishie, Cliîurl-tlîat of* denianding a .pretty f61 I course of
litcrature and phiusoplîy before tlie studly of 'leulogy is coîiiîuenccd. 'l'le
Estabuiblîment requires four years' attend ance nt College, bcfure entcriîg the
Diviniity Hll, ivhere the course aibo extends to four ycars, making ciglit in
ail, fron thic timie tlie Student cnters College tili lie is ontitled tu :îpp13y to a
Preslîy-tery for licence as a P.robationcr. Mie saine entire period is required
in the U.1>. Ciîurch, thougli the arrangements thcre arc a littie different. Witlî
tlic vicw, as 1 have always understood, of meeting the pectuniary circumiistances
C'f Students (for %vhile our Chîurchi at home lias niîany andl glorious distinctions,
we nover boast of lier iverld1y weahth), to ineet the circuinstances of' Stlidents
then, it %vas demed e\pedieilt itha.t the, tunual Session of the HuIl s1hould Le
brief, and should bie hield during autuman, wbien Schools gonerally lan inig the
vacatiun, Teachers are disenganged. Maus the Students liad it in their povver
to accept situations as Teachiers ; and by doing so, thcy botli conferred great
benefit on tlic country, .7n the %way of promoting education, and also indepen-
dently and honorably earned for thenîselves the ians of supporL; along -%itli
aIl wilîih, they came forward, in due tinie, as %vel-trained Preachers of the
Gospel. Then, eonsidering flint tlie Session was so short-nuch sliortor than
tiiat of the Establishied Churcli, to which they were inîwilling- te o iii* any re-
spect iaferior, it ivns determined, in our Churcli, that tlic numnber of Sessions
r-hould l>e five, whule in the Establishmient only four -%vcre required. B~ut thon
again, ia order thant the ivlole period froni entering College iniglit not lio pro-
traeted beyond ciglît years, Students wvere.rallowed to enter the Ilall after thrce
yoars' attendance nt (Jollege, one 3'oar before tlîcy hand finislicd their propara-
tory.course, and n41er being tlius, one year, Students in Divinity, they -wcre
required to retusi'i to CoUlege and complote their curriculum there, after ivhich
there were stili bef'ore tlîem, four Sessions nt tlie Divinîty Hall. Sucli lins
been, and continues to hoe, the mode of procedure at honme, except, indccd, ini
the case of tliose Students, and they are not very few, whli take tlioir full four
ycars at Cloebefore entering tlie Hall, wlîere tlîoy, like ail thîe ofliors, are
required to attend tlie whld five Sessions, thus înaking tlîeir ontire course
extend to aine years. Now, every cempetent, judge -li admit fliat aller a
Ï outi lias been. fairly initiated la study-after lie lias tolerably instered the
languangos spocialiy needed b y Students in ])ivinity, w-e refer in particular to
the Greek-after lus nîind lias been disciplined by Lordo and ïMatlèicnatics, and
lie is sooew-liat vcrred in, at ]east, theo elemeats of loth, -atural. and Moral
I>lilosophy, and lus faculties are this consideral.ly expanded and nîiatured-
lie is la a position, very favorable indeed, for catering on thîe study of Diviiîity,
aind really axilit, by w-ell-directed diiigeiit reading, and private nieditation,
inake no sali prolicioiîcy, tliouglî attoading n o Diviiîity Bail ilîatever. Stili
imore evideat is it fliat short annual. Sessions nîay bo suflicient to aflurd limi
sucli guidance, aind impart to, Iini such exciteiîient and impulse, tlîat, uvitli
fair abilities, and answ-erablo zeal and persoverance on luis own part, lie niny,
in four or five years, acquire very reasonable intellectual qualification and fu;r-
niture for tluew-ork of tlic Ministry.

Tho Hall at home is tlierefuro, ive liumhly conceive, admirably ad.'pted to
suoli students as area pernîittcd te enter it. Thie large staff of lîiglîly accom-
plislued Professors comnunicate to tlîeir pupils, douhtless, nîuclî valuable
instruction. In se far ns any nuay bo inclined to ho sluggi ah, thîe prospect of
examination operatos as an incentive, and, %ïliat is of not iess importance, thîe
intorcourse of ue students one witlîanotlier, notto speak of tlîenmutunl iiicasure-
nient of strength and stature, nurses a feeling of lie,,itliftil cimulation anid
quicicens thîcir exertions tlîrougu the w-lole of the year. Lot it bchoecolccted
iiow different, are the circuiîistances in w-hidi our students lucre enter the
Divinity Hall. TLat sonie of tuons may have luad theo advaiitagcs of a Univer-


