
T{E MARITIMIE PRESI3VTERIAN.

'TEE XLEW S11PPLJIENTING

iar.sonio years tho aubjeet of theo bctter
support of tlic ministry lias been eugcaginng
the attention of Mie ]?rcsbyterian Church
in Cauada. At succes3sive G.encral As-
semblies the mnatter b~as been carefully
considerud. Thierelias been ne difl'urenceof
opinion in respect to the iniperative need of
iniprovcznieuit ini e.vey part of the Chiurcli,
thougli ai have not been able ta sec eye
to eye with respect ta the best ineans to
bce îployed ta secuire tMe desired abject.
Many have conteuded earnestly for tho
adoption of-the principle of sustentation,
while others have urged that Mie supple-
mnting principle is better tuied ta the
con1dition'1 Of the 0Ohurch, and aore iii
harînony eiith the inethods of her activi-
ty in the put At the last mecetin g of
Assmimiy the following deliverance %vas
given upoz tie subject.

"ThollcaeraAssemubly inimpressed withi
-tho duty of putting forth tho mnost strenu-
eus efforts for the better support of the
m'iuistry, so that if possible a ininimumi
Stipend of net icss thani seven hiuîdred
aud fifty dollars (f750.00), with a iuanse
shall 'j securcd.

The Asembly deems it inexpedient ta
pronouince ini faveur of a suipplementary,
ratiter tfna sustentation scharne, yet
cenaiiderilig that aur past warlzinr lias
been in the lino of Supplement, the Gea-
eral Aspeinbly inistriiots the H. M. Coin-
mittez for thle Western Section of the
Church, a'îd the Commit tco on Stuppel-
monts ia tao. Elastern kiection, ta use

thir t-tC .oi rs ta puit inta opera-
tia1n ticSclhcil. -)i.Augmentation present-
cd ta th-: Asse..' ,ly Iast ycar.

'£he Assembly thus liap-s ta be able
next year ta bring a vau.iL inerease of
experience ta bear uýaa this .ru inter-
est of the Çhurch wîth the vi-. o n-
praving eaid Sehecine of augmentai.n-), or
of preparing Mic way for the hiammoniaus j

introduction of another Sehieme, towards
vihieh olia;cxperience inay be found ta
point,

Far-ther, the Eastern and Western
Cominitteps are instructed ta take meas- f
tires ta bring the whole subjcct of the f
support of the ministry before the sever- 8
al. Presbytzries, and cangregations ai the
Churéh in order ta awaken such an inter-
est ii t-ho matter a3 shall resuit ini a large
inrreaso;c of the Funds available for carry-
ing ont the abject of the Scheme."

lit accardauco w'ith these instructions
the Coninittec3 East and XVcut are mak-

irgvigorous efforts ta secuiro such action
aswl tleant ini saine m.±asutro ineet

the necessities of the case. They have
cxaminod carefully iat tie facts furiiish-
cd by the statisties af the Chuirchi; they
have arrangcd for the visitation of Pres-
bytorics by doputtios; they are ini carres-
ponidenco with ail the Pa-stors; and they
have ta ken mensures %vith a view ta have
the inattor laid before the Chutrchi gener-
ally, thi augli the press as welcl as by tho
action of the Pros byteries.

But the question suggests ituelf, "la9
there need for ail the effort which. the
Çhnurch is inaugurating 9" Lot us se.

Confining attention just now exclusive-
13' ta the Eastern -Section, wvhat arc the
facts wvith -%vlich the Church. liak ta deal.
There are Nvithin the bounds of the Syxa-
od af the Maritime Provinces &tbaut 18()
arganized congregatians. 0f theso thera
are oniy about 60 'vhielî pay there pasta
a salary of $750. and a nmanse and up-
wvards. lt other ivords onIy about oite-
third oi the congregations ini the Synodl
are nowv nt or above the minimum ta be
aimed at for ail. This itseîf is a inost
significant faet.

Fnrthcr, -%vithout attempting ta classify
the 16 congregations whichi have not
furnishoed statistics for the last few
years, there are 95 cangrogatians wvhich
cantribute Iezs thii 8750.00 aud a ianse
of wvhich 39 arc under 8600.00 anîd a
mnanse, besides six whichi strictly speak-
inig are Honte Mission cangregations N'ith
settlcd Pastors. The average ealai-y af
these 95 cangregations is about ffl0. an
ainount regarded ais r.Il hands as alto-
gether inadoquate.

Now wliat is tho proposai of the Ai3
sexnbly. Itbis ta endeavour ta raise tho
salary of each settled pastor ta $750.00
and a mnanse. By Nyhat mens ? Partly
by increased contri butions front eaelî cont
gregation directiy ta the support o! kts
mitî pastor, andi partly by assistance

Irawîî frorn the Supplemeiutary and Sur.
?lus Funds. But uponi whîat terins anîd
oa viihat extent is it proposed that tlîis
id shiold ba given ? Tiiere arc, ti-ro,~oîditions whicla inust b. fililold by~very <.<mîgregation before it eau reoeive
iny wasistince whatever front the genoral

ud in the first place it must pravide
ronisonresources for its p;astor's

uppnrt, at leat $4100, per annuni and n
nanse hesides coîîtributing ta the
bcheme-s of the Ohurch. In the second
lace its contributions tawais salary
enst average $1.50 per communicant, 06r

4.511 per far.nilv in those congrcg -.tions


