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THE NEW SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEHME.

(For the Maritime Presbyterias.)

For.somo years the subject of the better
support of the ministry has been engaging
the attention of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. At successive General As-
semblies tho matter hias been cavefully
considered. Therehas been no differenceof
opinion in respect tothe imperative need of
improvement in every part of the Churceh,
though all have not been able to sce eye
to eye with respect to the best means to
be cmployed to secure the desired object.
Many have contended earnestly for the
adoption of the principle of sustentation,
while others have urged that the supple-
menting principle is better suited to the
condition of the Church, and more in
harmony avith the methods of her activi-
ty in the past. At the last mceting of
Assembly the following deliverance was
given upon the subject. .

¢“TheGezeral Assembly isimpressed with
the duty of putting forth the most strenu-
ous efforts for the better support of the
mwinistry, so that if possible a minimum

- sbipend of not less than seven hundred
and fifty doltars ($750.00), with a manse
shall Le seeured.

‘The Assembly deems it inexpedient to
pronounce in favour of a supplementary,
rather than o sustentation scheme, yet
considering that our past working has
been in the line of Supplement, the Gen-
eral Asrembly instructs the H. M. Com-
mittee for the Western Section of the
Church, and the Committec on Suppel-
ments in tae Lastern Scetion, to use
their hest en.t -avonrs to put into opera-
tion thedchem. >t .Augmentation present-
ed tothe Asse.'ly last year.
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The Assembly thus hopos to be able
next year to bring a valuiii: increase of
experience to bear upon this prat inter-
est of the Church with the view of im-
proving said Scheme of augmentaisa-, or
of preparing the way for the harmonious
introduction of another Seheme, towards
which onajexperience may be found to
point.

Fuarther, the Eastern and. Western
Committees are instructed to take meas-
ares to bring the whole subject of the
support of the ministry before the sever-
al Presbyteries, and congregations oi the
Church in ovder to awalken such an inter-
est in the matter a3 shall resultin 2 large
inerease of the Funds available for carry-
ing out the object of the Scheme.”

In accordance with these instructions
the Committecs East and West are mak-
ing vigorous efforts to secure such action
as will at least in some measure meet
the necessities of the case. They bhave
examined carefully into the facts furnish-
ed by the statistics of the Church; they
have arranged for the visitation of Pres-
byteries by deputies; they are in corres-
Eondenco with all the Pastors; and they

ave taken measures with a view to have
the matter laid before the Church gener-
ally, through the press aswell as by the
action of the Presbyteries.

But the question suggests itaclf, “Is
there need for all the effort which the
Church is inaugurating ?”  Let us sce,

Confining attention just now exclusive.
ly to the Kastern Section, what are the
facts with which the Church has to deal.
There are within the bounds of the Syn-
od of the Maritime Provinces about 18D
organized congregations. Of theso there
are onlty about 60 which pay there pasto
a salary of $750. and & manse and up-
wards. In other words only about one-
third of the congregations in the Synod
are now at or above the minimum to ba
aimed at for all.  This itself is o most
significant fact, '

Further, without attempting to classify
the 16 congregations which have nos
furnished statistics for the last few
years, there are 95 congregations which
contvibute less than $750.00 and & manse
of which 39 arc under $600.00 and a
manse, besidessix which strictly speak-
ing are Home Mission congregations wizh
settled Pastors, The nverage salary of
these 95 congrezations is about §540. an
amount regarded or all hands as alto-
gether inadequate.

Now what is tho proposal of the As
sembly. Itis to endeavour to raise the
salery of each settled pastor to $750.00
and a manse. By what means? Partly
by increased contributions from each con
gregation directly to the support of its
own pastor, aud partly by assistance
drawn from the Supplementary and Sur-
plus Funds. But upon what terms and
to what extent is it proposed that this
aid should be given? There arc two
conditions which must be fulilled by
every congregation before it can receive
any assistonce whatever from the general
fund. In the first place it must provide
from its own resources for its pastor's
support, at least $400, per annum and a
manse besides contributing to the
Schemes of the Church. In the second
place its contributions towards salary
must average $4.50 per communicant, or
$4.59 per family in those congreg :tions



