T°1E MINING RECORD.

A CHICKEN WV UT CAME HOME TO ROOST,

NAGGERATION and even positive untrath are

by no means unnsual in the so-ealled mining

news published in many newspapers. Time

and again the Minina Recoun has diveeted anen:

tion (o distortions of facts anl misstatements made

in print relative to mining. 1t would appear that at

least one person who has helittled the efforts of this

jouwrnal in that diveetion has discovered that an ugly
chicken will sometimes come home to roost.

A press despateh veeently sent ont from Vaneouver
wias 1o the effeet that a representative of an Fnglish
syadieate had purelased the West Wellington conl
mine, on Vancouver Island, for the s of $375,000
and that a company was to be organized with a eapi-
tal of $300,000, This story was published in several
uewspapers, wherenpon Wine Blakemove, who signed
his communication in the capacity of “Consnlting
Sngineer to the Company.”™ wrote to the Colonis!
assorting that the report was untrue ang that its cir-
culation had already done considerable harm and was
ealenlated to do more. e added: T shonld not ask
sou to publish any thing on this subjeet but for the
fact that nolhing so greatly gures meneng prospeds
as the cireulalion of exvagyeraled and meorreel slale-
menls.”

While the statement contained in the words we
have just now italicized iz only in keeping with what
the Mixize Ricorp has for years eontended, we eall
attention to this endorsement of the wisdom of this
journal’s characteristic and consistent attitude in this
matter as having come from a sonree quite unex-
peeted by us. Tt is in strong contrast, thongh, to M.
Blakemore's earlier attitude, in his paper The Weel.
in a similar conneetion.  We take the following from
the Mixixa Recorn of April, 1906, making only
this suggestion-~generally there is ~afety in taking
heed to the displays of hix “ignorancee”™ by the
“ovice” who condnets the Mixixa Recorp: there
may not alwavs he in following the sometimes devions
courses of certain pretentious experts. The extreact
mentioned=—which includes the erviticism  of  The
Weel: and our comment thereon—follows:

“ANTHRACITE GALORE.

“The B. ¢'. Mining Record’s unreliability was
“never better illustrated than when it undertook to
*knock” the coal deposits of Queen Charlotte
“Tsland on April 20th, and on May Tst it was
“annonneed  that  the Western Fuel Co., of
*Nanaimo, had taken an option on one group of
‘elaims for the substantial figure of  $700,000,
*This comes of entrusting the eonduet of a mining
“journal to a noviee, who is either unserupulons
“or ignorant, or hoth.”

Now, apart from quoting three lines veferving to
the Gralmm Tsland coal from an article contributed
by Mr. Blakemore in October, 1904, to The
Engineering and Mining Journal of New York, the
ouly reference we then made to “the coal deposits of

(Cueen Charlotie Island™ was eontained in the follow-
ine: DBt then, in 1904 it <uited him ( Blakemore)
to houst” nudeveloped coal measures onon e ot the
Queen Cliarlotte Ilands and depreeiate the produe-
tive coal mines of Vageouver Iskad.”™ We now ash:
Were not e conl mvisures of the Quern ¢ harlone
[shands corveetly deseribed as undeveloped ¢ Une
doubtedly they were, as is well and widely known,

Further on Sunday, April 249, the Nanaiwo /er-
tld veprinted, under the eaption: “1r 11 WERE ONLY
TRUE WHAT A STORY 110 wourrh B an article to
which it referred as follows: *Appended is an article
that appeaved in the Vancouver World on I'riday
last, on the frant page of that truthful (£) journal,
nnder head lines stretehed aeross three eolumms, thus:

TTANTHRACITE FOUND IN QUEEN CHARLOTTE IS,

“Western FPuel Co., of Nanaimo, Secures (laims

*for $T00,000- -General Manager lo go Norlh lo

“Cluiliate Development Work,””

Then followed the artiele, which was simply a
“faiey™ tale, as was concelusgively shown in the Her
ald’s closing parageaph: “Superintendent Stockett,
of the Western Fuel Co., en being shown the artiele
by the Ierald last evening <aid: It veads well, b
there s not o shadow of trath in the story, The
party who wrote it must possess a very vivid imagina-
tion,””

It is relevant now to add that althongh more than
a yvear has passed, nothing has sinee been heard of
“the substantial fignre of $700,000™ nor the develop-
ment work that was to be done.

A DBoston jonrnal’s connment on the management of
the Granby Consolidated Mining, Smelting, and
Power Company is to the effeet that during the past
year ended June 30, Iast, the company has accom-
plished two things in partienlar which are bound to
vesult henefieially to stockholders: closed negotiations
whereby the West Kootenay Power and Light Com-
pany fornishes it additional cleetrie power, and ac-
quired a finaneial interest in the Crow’s Nest Pass
Coal Company, which insures a full supply of fuel.
The wnfavourable features of the annual report are
the higher costs of mining and smelting, but, takine
into consideration the fuel dificulty and the higher
costs of Tabour, the company did remarkably well,
showing net profits for the year, on a considerably
suidler production, of $ESR0149, against $1,823.-
617 in the previous year.  From the vear's opera
tions sharve earnings of $13.65 resulted, while stock-
holders were paid $12 in dividends.  The balanee-
sheet for the past fiseal year shows eash and copper
on liud on June 30, 1907, amounting to $553,250,
against $1,023,53:F on the preceding corresponding
date. The stocks, bonds and bills receivable item in-
ercased from $15,429 in 1906 to $895,675 this vear.
It the management finally deeides, as intimated in
the anmual report, to issue $1,500,000 new stock,
it will bring the total outstanding stock up to the full
authorized amount of $15,000,000.




