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Grain Storage in Winnipeg.

To the Editoy of the Commereinl

Sir: In your issue of March 27, under the
heading of *‘Chicago Board of Triude Returns,”
you call attention, by way of comparison, to the
present position of Winnipeg in view of the
cultivation of our prairies. The article is well
worth the study of every one interested in the
welfare of our city, beaving, as it does speci-
ally, not on the question of goods imported
for distribution, but dircctly on the products of
the soil for export. Winnipeg has done won-
ders in the way of cstablishing hersclf asa
wholesale distributing center for imported
goods, and the customs returns in this particu-
lar way will astonish the merchants of slower
and less favorably situated places.  But her
merchants and property holders would do well
to bexr in mind that the work accomplished is
ouly one part of a great city’s duty or a great
city’sprivilege. It must occur to most minds
that the enormous totals of imports have not
been handled to feed and clothe an idle popula-
lion scattered over our prairies, but to support
an energetic fmmigration juetnt on producing
such quantities of cereuls as will imnediately
raise us to the position of an exporting country,
and the time has now arrived for om citivens to
hestir themselves—considering the rapid strides
that ave being made in agriculture —and tomore

in the way of sccuring at the out.
st thut the export business of the
country shall be centered here.  ‘Timely

action in this very particular has contributed
more than anything else to build up the city of
Chicago, and it can hardly be supposed that
our business men will allow any other point to
get a firm hold_of this most lucrative part of
a city’s work. , The acreage of land to be put
under cultivation this scuson will produce a
large surplus over local requirements, amd it
wlll be impossible to handle the coming sca-
son’s crop by the old methods. It appears to
me that, were our citizens alive to this fact,
they would immediately sce to having an cleva-
tor system established here for the storage and
handling of grain against the coming hanest,
and take the first and most certain step towards
making Winnipeg the gmin center of the Ca.

. - -
nadian North-west.

When it is considered that the clevator ca-
pacity of the city of Chicago amounts to over
25,000,000 bushels, and that we have in our
surrounding country anadinittedly superior field
to be cultivated, it were in the highest degree
suicidal for this city to ncglect the present op-
portunity of making it the headquarters of the
export trade  Unless this is secured we have
no guarantee that Winnipeg will develop into a
commercial center of the first-class.  Let our
citizens make a beginning, and the result of the
first scason’s transactions willprove the wisdom
of the step *aken.

It is usual to compare the future of Wamm-
peg with what Chicago now is, but letit be
kept in mind that export business, rather than
inprrt work, has contributed to thepresent posi-
tion Chicagoholdsinthe commercisl world. Our
prospects are better to-day than hier outlook at
the first sccing—every facility exists to make
the cnterprise @ swccess—crery institution,

finaueial and otherswise, beating on the under-
taking, lies veady to hagd, and business men
cognizant of the benctits avising from an es-
tablished elevator sy stem do notnced to be told
of the impetus which such an enterprise inour
midst would give to every branch of legitimate
trade in the city. 1 am yours, etc,
A Grais MERCHANT.
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-B-eard of Trade. -

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Win-
nipeg Board of Vrade the membership list was
increased by 014 new names.  The question of 2
fire by-law was discussed, and it was decided
30 ask the city Council to take some action in
the matter, as the present position has a most
injurious ettect upon inswrance. The president
reported the proceedings of the conneil since
the annual meeting on the 30th of January,
The draft of a lettersenttothe Ministerof Inland
Revenue, asking for leg.slation in the interests
of the grain trade of the North-west, was read.
It set forth the prospect of the vast amount of
grain that would be raised in this country,
which fact had induced the Board to take the
necessary steps for getting inspection so as to
grade the wheat here as it i3 shipped. The
government were asked to make such amend-
ment to the act regarding the inspection of
grain, cte., as will allow of Fife wheat raised in
this country bring graded higher than No. 2,
The, law acat present, does notailew Fife wheat
which grades in Minneapolis as better than No.
1 to be graded higher than No. 2. The presi-
dent also stated that he had written to Ottawa
in reference to the matter of the petition from
the Board for the placing of a sum in the esti-
mates for the sending of a steamer to Hudson's
Straits to ascertain their condition in regand to
pavigation, with the view of determuning the
Iength of time during the year for which ports
on Hudson’s Bay would be accessible by ves-
scls. The date of the annual mecting of the
Board was changed from the third to the sec.
ond Tuesday in Janunary.
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BRANDON.

Coombs & Stuart, whose store iz at present
on Sixth street, are about to procure a stand on
Rosser avenue, between Fighth and Ninth
streets.

The Massey Manufacturing company is haild-
ing one of the largest implement warchouses in
the city on the corner of Princess avenue and
Ninth street.

The clection of J. A. Smart to the position
of dircctor for Brandon on the North-west Fire
Insurance Company Board gives gencral satis-
faction to the stockholders here.

John Watson, of Ayr, has leased alot on
Ninth street from Mr. J. Mobbs for the pur-
pose of crecting an implement wavrchouse, as he
finds that his officcs at the East-cnd are too far
out of town.

Ar. John Peter Grant, Winnipeg's clever in-
smance man, lectured here on Thursday even-
ing in aid of the Church of England, insurance
being the subject.  He realized quite a fund
for the good cavse.

The aitizens held a public meeting on Friday
cvening to consider the advisabihity of granting

a bonus tothe C. P R.if that corporation
would agree to build 20 miles of the Souris
bLranch this year. At the meeting it was de-
cided to offer a bonus of 330,000 of the C. P. R.
would agree to put the workshops here.

During the last week busiuess has made vig-
orous stiides on the road toimprovement. Iin-
migration flows in, and the station presents a
most busy appearance.  The yards are full of
freight.  The nuber of cars received s in.
creasing every day, and the C. P. R. officials
ate preparing for a gieater buom than they had
last year.

The Imperial Bank, which is under the able
managemont of Mr. A. Jukes here, is about to
erect one of the finest buildings in the town on
the corner of Rosser avenne and Tenth street.
The plans ave now being diawn by Mr, Rowan,
of Winnipeg, and the building will cost in the
neighborlivod of $9,000. It will be of Lrick
and heated throughout with steam.
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EMIERSON.

Mr. John Crawford, baker, has assigned.

Plenty of horses and cattle are on sale at the
different feed stables in town.

"The resignation of Mr. Burnham has necezcei.
tated the holding of a new election,

Large partics of immigrants are being passed
through the customs every day. The lmger
part of the arrivals are for the west.

The Emerson Agricultural Society have re-
ceived their share of the 810,000 awarded to
agricultural shows, amounting to $341.335.

Business during the past week has been very
good, quite in keeping with the expectations of
those engaged in it.  Very little grain is heing
offered.

The Park Street bridge will be completed
ina few days. It has been built guite substan.
tial, and is intended to be flood-proof. Its open-
ing will be attended by some kind of cere-
mony.

Mr. C. 8. Russcll, who iias held the express
agency here for some time, has resigned, his
place being filled by a gentleman from Mil.
waukee. He hasgone east for a trip, and may
bercinstated upon his return.

The railway bridge has been advanced about
as far as possible before the water raiscs.  The
piles are all driven and sawn off below the sur-
face of the water, and the completion of the
concrete work is going on. “The water has
started to iise, but not cnough yet to cause
any annoyance.

Messrs. Noble & Follis have commenced the
crection of a building next to Walton & Bird’s
hardware store. It is to have a freatage of 30
fect, two stories high, and to be of solid brick.
The other portion of the burned district will
be cleared soon, preparatory for Luilding.
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The alterations and additions to the St. Bén~
iface Scap Works. wiich have been going on
for some time, are completed, and the works
will be open for pubhie inspection on Wednes-
day. In the cvening, Messrs, Wall, Bessctte
& Lecomte, the cnterprising proprictors, ccle-
brate the opening by a banquet to their friends
and patrons in the Grand Hotel.




