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The odltor of TiECRITION8 rerponaible for thoviows expressedin Editorial Notez and
Articlos, and forsuch ouly ; but tho editor is not to bo understood as endorsing thoe senti
monts oxpressed in the articles coutzibuted to this jourral. QOuar readers are capable of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of the paper; and after
oXercising duo care as to what is to appear in our columns, wo shallleavo the rest to their
{atellizent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tre Hawanax Que-tioNn —Tho annexat'on of Hawaii to the United
States came within an ace of being an zccomplished fact, but the old adage,
that there is wany a slip ‘twixt the cup and the lip, has proved true in this
instance, azd to-dsy the matter is in & very utcerfain position, with the
chances rather unfavorable to snuexation. President Cleveland's first step
was to withdraw the treaty from the Senale, snd a Comumissioner has been
sent to theis'and tw investigate a'l tho circumstances in conuection with the
movement, and to report the result of bis labors te Sceretary Gresham.
Vo believe that thero wi.l be some s'artling and interesting rove ations, and
that the outcome of the wkho'e matter will bo the cat.blishment of a protector-
ate over the i-land.

Civic Evecrioss —The Civie elections are close_at hand, and it would
bo the pait of wisdom for the citizons to take an active inerest in 1ho selec-
tion of A dermen for the differeat Wards. Tho poll-tax vote has been very
wisely abo'ished, and the tax-payers, tho parties vitally interested in good
city government, now have it in their power to olect only gosd men to office.
It is a caso where the office shou!d zoek tho man, not the man the office,
and 2 goad rale to act on would be to vote ogainst the man found vigorously
capvas-ing on his own belslf. In pine cases out of ten it will be found
that all such have their own interests at heart, and care little how much the
1ax-payers have to suffer, if only they can gain their point. Mayor Keefe
has proved himself an able and conscientious Chief Magistrate, and his
go'ection for o second term is & well-merited tribu'e to the honesty and
impartiality with which he has performed his, in many cases, deliesto duties.

A Patextet Most SeLr.—Thero i3 a good deal of agitation going on
Just now inthe United States with respeet to tho u e and abuse of patents.
In the ou'set it 18 recoguised that ap inventor is entitled to receiveo amplo
compensaion fur his labors in mechanising an idea; but it is wow very
genenally conceded that an inventor under the protection that the patemt
laws affurd has poright to fleece the public to tho extent that some patente-s
or their assigns havo done during late yeas. Tho Cavadian patent law is
rouch more v th advantage of the public than that of the Unit=d Stut s.
Tn this country a mas may hold a patent of some desirable artic’e, but he
canrot monopolise the use of that article, for under the law of the lund he
is obliged t» manufacture and sell the articlo patented by him at a reason-
able profit  Thi« matter of patents hias been befuere tho Canadian c.urts

B many times, but in what we have just eaid will be found the gist of the law

according o its latest interprotation.

Wio Cay TeLL~—Tho question as {o what is te becomo of the colored
race in tho United States is one which has beon vory ably handled by the
magazine wiiters. Boiled down, the general opinion appesrs to bo that the
whito raco will continue to dow nate the earth until it alono oxists. The
wiakor races, such as the Australian bushmon, the North American Indians
and the Laps will firet disappear. Then in tho course of centuries the
Mongol ans and Africans will dwindle away before tho onward march of
the Caucasisns. This, accordicg to our idea, is a b’y conc'usion. No
allowance is made for tho fus’on of tho races, and it is simply brought
down to a question of existonco or oxtormination. From thoe standpoint of
a white man it may tickle his pride to know that the posterily of his raco is
to inherit tho uttermost parts of the esrth, but wo fancy that the idoa of
the fusion of the races is the one that oxperience will prove is the correct
theory. The North Awmerican Indian is not dying out, he is simply being
absorbed by the other races of tho countinent,

Tue Berrer War.—No gun his been fired and no oxcitoment has
been cauzed by tho anuouncement that the Bering Ses Arbitrators sro just
now to meet in Paris to soitlea great Intornational complication. Many a
bluody disastrous war has been caused by a difficuity of much less wagni-
tude than that which has arisen over the Bering Sea dispute. And yot
upon this occasion the sword has been lil aside and tho two countries
particularly interested Lave agreed to bave their representa‘ives meot and
fiud a friendly solution to this question. To our mind tho spectacle of an
arbitration is much more grand snd vastly more to the credit of intelligent
human beings thsn all the pomp, parade and prestige of a victorious army
returning home at thy closo of a campaign. At least two score of fricndly
arbitrations vpon great International questions have been he'd during the
present century, and who caa sxy that the world has not gained immeasur-
ably by haviog them thus quietly so'ved instead of baving them settled by
the sword. Some day, when civiliza'ion becomes broader and deeper, our
humanity wil 1n1ze up and rove't against war and all its macking attrac-
tiveness, and thea the Utopia foreseen by John Bright and the membe:s of
tho peace cungress will be appreciated by mankind.

Tue Faevca Treaty.~—Tho action of the Dominion Government in
refusing to entert,in tho Lleciprocity Treaty recent.y negotiated by Sir
Charles Tupper in Paris has caused au apparent cstrangement between the
High Comumissisner and ths Cabinet, and it is now reported that SirCharles
will resign if the tieaty is not confirmed. Ilo claims to have actod ontirely
within his instructions, and to have negotiated a treaty in many respects
more beneficial than the Franco-United States Treaty. It does seem that
ho i3 being rather cavalierly treated, and he is not the min to submit with-
out a protest to either an intentional or unintentional slight. It is, wo
believe, the first inst.nco in which a Colony has been privileged by the
Home Governinent to negotiite through its ov a representa ive a treaty with
a foreign power ; and if this first case proves a riusco, it is wore than likely
that the privilege will not be again conceded It is probable that tha
reported strained relations between the Government and the High Commis-
sioner have been greatly oxagerated, and wo trast there wiil be no open
ruptue, as the Dominion would find it slmost impossible to find a suitable
successor to Sir Charlos, who is, without doubt, the ablest Stateawnan in the
Conservative ranks.

Cextrar HERE 70 STAT.—A novel invention has recently been mads,
by the use of which it is propoied to do away with the central offize in tele-
phouning, tho connection being mads automitically. A company has beon
formed in the Ubnited States and another im Canada t> carry on busioess
under the common nawo of the Automatic Telophonoe Co. The invontion
is very ingenious, though somewbat complicated.  Mr. A., desiring to
telephone to Mr. B, tslephone number 673, must press tho button under
hundreds six times, the bution nnder tens soven times and ths button
under units eight times. 1f Mr. B. i3 not engaged, this will give Mr. A.
tho connection be desires, and after conversing with him ho pushes each
button the requi-ite number of times as before, and then ho is ready for te o-
phonic connection with any other snbscriber. Should Mr B 's telephono
ba ongaged, or shou d he be abzent from his offics, Mr. A. rem»ins in bliss-
ful igoorance as to whether tho central mechanism i3 out of order or what
is the matter. In sn oxchango such as that of Halifax, three wires would
havo to bo run from tho central office to tho subscriber's imstrument. We
have investigated this automatic telephione exchangs protty thoroughly, and
wo are convinced thst tho elemonts of uncertaiotly invo-ved, as compared
with the hbuman inte:ligence which notw contro s telephone connections, will
render the automatic idea, however protty in theory, quite impracticable i
practice.
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